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A LETTER to the AvuTHoR ;. 


hearing them: And we 
We could wiſh.they might be more N 
= them to Po abroad into the World, for- 


Which is here inſerted, as 
the Reaſon of his pubis Mau; 
the following Sheets. 8 
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many more haye reaſon to = the 


Hick; ——— and we hope you will ſuffer 4 


the edifying the Church of Cumry © 5 3 
and to render the Filthy, who will be Fil- 1 
3 fill, ſo much the more inexcuſablee. 

Had. not we, thro' Grace, experien- 
| ced 1 of . neu — we 
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ſhould | not have enter'd within your 


judices and with Sr: Peter, of a Truth 
ve perceive, that Gop is no reſpefter of 


ly touching Church Government; but 
in every Place, He that worketh Rigbte- 
ollſueſo is accepted with him. 
We hope you will excuſe our great 
Freedom; we proteſt before Gop, we 
have no. Siniſter End : The Good of our 
"Relatives and Neighbours is near our 
Hearts; and becauſe we humbly con- 
ceive thoſe ———SERMONS will con- 
"a _ much thereto, we cannot but re- 
of you, what we have ſo earneſtly 
he among our ſelves, the Publica- 


pray for the increaſe of Gop on your 
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But this has remov'd our, Pre- 


| 1 3 tion of them. And ſhall continue to 


future Labours, as well as return one 


Perſons, nor differing. Opinions as mere- 
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_ GnnTLenent. 


” Receiv'd your Letter with: rear lan l 
fulneſs to Go p, that bad made the 
SERMONS You ſpeak of, ſo ſervice= 

able to you: But conſidering how many 
uſeful Treatiſes of this Nature, are ex=' © 
tant already, I thought your Requeſl, o 
Print on this Subject might very well be 
deny*'d. And when the manner. and 
—— of delivering thoſe SERMONS. 


conclude — you might: alter un Sentiments _ 
of them; . or at. leaſt, forbear farther. 10 IG 
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. FR ge * eee 72 
right for fume Months; till poar Appli- 
cations were: rene u, and a Pera, for 
whom I Have 4 particular reſpen, was 
engaged tv purſite our Requeſt, with u 
Reſolution to take no Denial. He "44 in- 
deed ſaid ſo much, to aſſure me of your ſin- 
Ccerity and hearty Concern in this _ 
ter, that I began to think it my Du 
comply with you: And bore 82 
any thing « Duty, 1 Gall {et that againſt 
all Objektions, and all other Con dera- 
. tions in he World. i 
We þ . This Bt 8 7 Jud e in 
2 with you; That I have choſen io 

e you thoſe Diſcourſes in-a different 
, . to what yon might enpect; Tbo 1 
b * E. WE hope in a way that may anſwer your Eau, 
4 [1 . 2438 fully, as if I had . whe them in the 
4: 5 + 9 of SkRMONS. Tf hon look upon 
' very Chapter as a SERMON, and read it 
"at ance, you will find 'very\little differemes || 
2 evhat it would have been, had the 
 wwhole\ been printed as it was preach'd. 
. "That 1 did not ſay one thing, and now 
ſend you another, your Friend, that bas y$ 
taten ibe pains of Tranſcribing 4 great 
pert himſelf, will witneſs for mer An 
EE... Ju Jour. I 2 8 in 4 a 3 
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Wi /e, or Weak, by the generality of abe 
_ that look into it, is what 1 3 — "I 
enquire after. if it may N 4 "_ ans 
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dawbt not, call to mind the moſt ow 


Un Hit With, LON 


The firſt: ered You ; with fad —_ 


"hin ths Method, in fome few — 


hut 'you will eaſily know it again, W 


every conſiderable Thought ſhall occur 0 


yon, in the ſame. words that were uſed 
fore. In the whole you: will. find ſome 
Additions z but, eſpecially, in the Third 
and Fourth Chapters. That Directory 


for the. Devotion of à Soul firſt turning 


towards G OD, p. 93, 94, oy; Aud the 
Form of a Covenant Dedication 40 Gon, 


p. 97, &c; I thought highly proper ws 
inſert in this Publication, tho' not del. 


ver'd in your hearing. And 1 found ſome 
things neceſſary to be added, that I might 


render the Evidences of the new Birth 
more uſeful, and leſs liable. to Miſtakes. Þ 


Some Enlargements you will alſo find in © 

the clofing Addreſſes to ſeveral ſorts of 

Perſons: But 1 am perſuaded» yo will 

not think, upon a ſerious ave tba! 

e ba ve n. any wag 1 vave here 
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bender, air e may Fi Henne 
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7 turning any from the Evil of their 
ways, I all account that the moſt grate- 

ful and defirable intelligence concerning 

#. For. I think, I an not 'mifaken in 
declaring, — That I had rather ſee one 
Herſan ſmite upon his Breaſt, and become 
8 true Penitent, — than ſee a Thouſand * 
clapping their hands, whilſ# they receive 
10 mou Benefit from what they hear or 


: If the following Pages may anſwer 
ſuch an End as this, I ſhall have rea- 
ſon to be thankful to you, for putting 
me upon a piece of Work, that I confeſs 
bad no mind to have gone "about, at 
n time. Me live in an Age that is 
_ ft againſt every thing of this nature; 
and eſpecially, if it comes from the Hand 
= of Difſenter. For which reaſon you will 
vo wonder that I have ſhewn ſuch a Backs 
ms @TtWardne/5 to comply with your Requeſt, 
4 Book of Devotion that is publiſp'd 
= #'ibe Style, and way of à Papiſt, hall 
b tbaugbi much more worthy. of Regard, 
than one that is publiſh'd by a Diſſent- 
ing Proteſtant. Or otherwi/e, there are 
Teatiſes I could mention, that would ne- 
ver have gain d ſo many Impreſſions as 


* y * * I 
0 * ; I s. wr; > c 2 z 
54 WS "as: - ? 35 os 774 * . 1 5 1 4 3 BE 3 
. . * 


< * * o 
wa * £ * 
* — 

** . * 9 

* — 

* « £ * 

* 
" 5 » * 
. 
© 


* * * Ho A 7 1 * * n wy 4 * : 
EN. Ga.” 7 Ws 3 3 N . ES N 
r . 3 eK. 8 * — * - * N 8 
; ; ; [7 3 * ” 
p * 
„ - 3 £ 
7 4 
* 
A 8 + 
IX ” pn 
.* 
* 
» mY * 


I do not mention this with any other 
view, but that, of Eæcufing my ſelf for ſo 
long refuſing to Print upon this Subjet®. 
"Till Men are more inclined to Read and 
Conſider Things, our Time and Pains in 
Printing muſt turn to very little Ac- 
count. 5 8 "Ta hn 


However I would hope, you will pro- 
mote the reading of this little Book in all 
the Families where you have any influence z 
Eſpecally on the Lord's Day Evenings, 
when Thoſe are ſometimes called together, 
_ who on other Days live in the neglect of 
Reading, and every religious Duty. 4 
Chapter then read at a time, will go 
thro this Treatiſe in a Month. And by 
this means, ſome Perſons may be engaged 
10 hear, what they would not be perſuaded, 

_ otherwiſe to look into, 1 


. { was going, after all, to Apologize for 
my ſelf, in publiſhing. a Treatiſe from one 
Set of SERMONS, which might have been 
much better done, by taking in ſome things 

deliver d in other SERMONs on the lite 
Subjects: But I was immediately check'd 
by conſidering, — That tis the Bleſſing of 


© Gow alone 7s which all Succeſs is 0Wing, 


even in the Beſt Attempts of this nature 


4 


| 4 x i 

And therefore þ nce it hath pleaſed him to 
own, the following Diſcourſes already, in 
| ſuch a manner as to You; 1 ſhall, with- 
out any more words, joyn with you, in 
hoping they may be bleſt to the Good 
of 1a bas Almighty Gon ſees fit 
to ſet bis Seal upon, I. ſball ne ver e zo 
mate Apologies for. ; | 


To Him, there ore, 1 bumbly commit 
this Little Treatiſe; and to your Service 
1 devote it in a e manner, as 4 
2 of my OM 5 | 


Your 
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Berry Court, 


A 171. | Reſpeatful Friend, 
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O˙⁰¹ Saviouk's Confarenice with Nicodemus, 
8 2 his being n again, briefly conſi- 
d, | P age CY 
CHAD KL: 
The Explication of this Doctrine. 


Nicodemus, 45 4 Jew, might laue bad ſome | 


ſenſe of it, 5, 6. 


To be born again, includes ſomerhing both r- 


ternal, and internal, p. 6, 7. 


Being Born of the Spirit, 2 infifled on, 


p. 7, 8. 


A diſtinct account of this, under Five General 


Heads; with proper Inferences from each, 


that are deſigned to guard againſt the moſt | 


common and dangerous miſtakes about this 
Doctrine. 


. EO” 


I. To be Born again, is to have ſomething Fee. 85 


in us, and for us, which cannot be done 
by us, p. 9, fo. 


This ſhould put us upon earneſt applica- 


tions to Almighty Gop, p. 10, Ie 


TI. Some inward Principle is infus' 4, to which ; 
vs are · naturally Strangers, p. 12. 
And by communicating this, ſuch a Life 


begins, as ſhall af for ever, „ 


F 3% & 


Hence 


— 


„ 


1 ener it follows; that 4 mere alteration 
Ca Man's courſe of Life, is nat to be born 
again, p. 14. And, that: the new Birth 

does not give us new and differ ent natu- 
- ral Faculties, from thoſe which we had 


r p. 15. 


u. The Change 7s ſo great in our being Bora 
Again, that. we do as truly become ne- Crea- 
tures, as if we could, in a natural ſenſe, be 
. born afreſh, p. 16. Altho' the Diſtinction, 
between the Regenerate, and Unregenerate is 

not commonly known, p. 17. 

Hence it follows ; that a pretended Honour - 
ing the Grace of GoD, whilſt Men go on 
in their Sins, will. not prove. that they 
are Born again, - 1.5 = Po IS, 19. 

Nor will any Gifts and Atrainments, how 
great ſoever,: paſs for this new a g if 
there be not 4 new Life, . - JEU. ID. 


7.1. This Regenzration is in ſome FER inſlen- 
taneous and perfect; (like our being Born at 
- feſt ;) "raſh in other Reſpebts, it is gradual and 
progrefr " P. 21, 22. 
Therefore, there can be no State bet wiæt the 
| Regenerate, and the Unregenerate, p. 23. 
But there may be ſuch as are truly Re- 
generate, that are yet very weal in 
Grace, and little in their 8 Ste- 


V. This PR which is called the new ) Birth, 
may be, andcommonly is, eſſocted by the out- 

| vad means of Grace, ; P. 2527. 
From hence it follows; that Men ought to 
A4 apply themſelves, with great Diligence, to 
| thoſe appointed Means, notwithſtanding. 
Abe 4 Ek of ſome . them 
ſelv es, 5 8 28—31. 
5 Bu 


Te c ON TENS. 
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The C ON T EN T 8. 


But, for the ſucceſs of Means, our Reli- 


ande * be on Gop _— p. 32. 


"CHAP. II. 


| To be Born again, indiſpenſably ns 


 fary to Salvation. 
'Tis what equally concerns all Men, p. 35. 36. 


1. No Man can be 4 real Chriſtian, without 


this, e 
Becauſe he Joei war accept of CnrisT as 4 


Teacher and Inſtructor, p. 37, 38. He 


3s not intereſted in CaxisT's Death as 
an Atonement, p. 39, 40. He is not 
capable of ſubmitting to CHRIST Do- 
i miainion and Government, p. 41, 44. 
Hence it follows; that the Performance of 
4 | Religious Duties, by the Formaliſt, are 


not ſuſſiciint to male him à Real Cri- | 
ſtian, p. 44. Becauſe he has no \ ſuitable : 


4 Attention, p. 45, nor Affection, p. 46. 

1 nor will he perſevere, ibid. The Re- 
Þ c. tciving of Sacraments will not make ſuch 
# . Men really Chriſtians, p. 47. Therefore 
= they are not entituled to the preſent 1 
5 TY vileges of the Goſpel, p. 48, 49. | 
n II. No Man can go to Heaven, except he be © 
„ Born again, | ÞP- 0. 
wok our Lond has moſt expreſſly declared this, 


and his Faithfulneſs Hands engaged to 
mate it good, p. 51. God's being true 
10 his word, "the Foundation of al. Reli- 
5 ion, 8 
5 *. is alſo utterly diſagreeable to the 7 
424d Holy nature of Gop, te admit an 
unrene ed Toy Perſon into bis pre- 
* Jence, e 54.56. 
e The 
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The ON TE NT. S. 
The unreneed Mind is. as much ſet a- 
gainſi the Happineſs of Hteuen, as Gop | 
is againſt the = ſuch a one into 
it, p. 57, &c. If 2 4 one is unfit for 
the Company, p. "And the Employ- 
monts, p. 59. 2 nd the Andertain me, | 
of Heaven, | P. 67. 
Hanes it comes to paſs, chat it is ſo hard 
to reconcile Men to the e- A N 
Chriſtians, ; 
Which gives occaſion fo inferr, that erden, ; 
but few that ſhall be ſaved, p. 63-65. 
. And alſo to pity thoſe, that are "Wake 
with & miſtaken Zeal in the — ry 


. 4 Religion, whilſt this 4. reateſt and 

; vightief enn of Chriflianity is 

VVV ee 
"nn CHAP. II. 

© pars: of attaining the New Birth. 

The Deſi Ire of being directed in this Matter, in- 

cludas ſeveral things, | p. 69, 70. 


Directions laid down for ſuch a as have a ſincere, 
1 Born Auen, N 


I. B. careful and conſlant in . upon th | 
| preaching of Gop's Word, p. 71. No nee 
e One from the Dead to bring\Men' to Repen 

Tance, . where the ordinary means of Grace 

* _ are rightly attended to, p. 72. Be ſure no; 
0 flifle Convittion, p. 73. Nor het to ex 

& a ſudden and miraculons Change by on 
. ; but give 4 "Ne" and ſtated At 


| rendance,. hott, P. 74, 75 


n. There eee allow'd wed Jie 0; ar 
by ne Retirement, and. ſerious Thoughefalzeſ 


6: " This ipeceſſary to * Sermons 
243. 
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ud alſo ro improve. affliflive Providences © 
P p. 77. | The chief ſubject of Conſideration 
to | | 
= ſhould be, our latter End, pp.. 97. 
5 III. There muſt be a frequent and diligent read- 
1. ing the Holy Scriptures, p. 80, 81. And 
1. other Divine Writings, that may inſtruct us 
d in the nature of Converſion, and true Piety, 
5 p. 82. It is neceſſary that we ſhould have 
2. regular Thoughts of our Apoſtacy, and the 
re Conſequences of it, that we may underſtand 
5. _ the method of our Recovery, . Pi. 83. 
1 IV. We ſhould endeavour hereupon to affect our 
ad, Souls with a Senſe of the Corruption of our 
y Nature, p. 84, And the many Sins that we 
8. . have actually committed in our Lives, p. 85. 

y Several Heads of Enquiry by which we may 

Find out our Sins, p. 85, 86. And the Ag- 

| . Yravations of em, p. 87. By conſidering of 

| which, our Reſentments, and Afﬀettions, 
14 - ſhould be excited, ,. 
0. V. Another * mean of Regeneration, is, 
re Humble, Fervent Prayer, p. 90. The ob- 

j ection, againſt putting Men in a ſtate of Sin 
ton Prayer, anſwered, p. 91. How ſuch 
thy dodught to pray, p. 92==94, 
on Vl. The next ſtep is to make a ſolemn Dedica- 
„ tion of our ſelves to God, thro' Chnis T IE 
Sl SUS, as thoſe that are deſirous to be his, in 
5 an Everlaſting Covenant, p. 95. This ſhould 
„Le done in Mrieing, p. 96, 97. The Form of 
47 4 Covenant Dedication ' drawn up, p. 97, 
8 1 Tor. | as ODA 
2 VII. What remains after this, is only to abideby 
75 what is done; and to try how far we can go. 
A in amending our Lives end Ackions, p. 102. 
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The CONTENTS. 
have ſurrendred our ſelves to God, than 
before, p. 102. But we muſt. yet continue 


.* | Praying, p. 103. And we muſt do our beſt 


— - 


1 *. 
3 


: 


 Endeavours to reform our Lives, p. 104,105, 
Here it is deſired of thoſe who are in a ſafe, 
State themſelves, to pray earnefil) for 
ſuch as may now be in the ſtruggles of 

the new Birth, p. 106, 107. 


CHAP. IV. 
The Evidences of being. Born again. 


I. Wherever a Saving Change is wrought, it 
will diſcover it felf i in ths ind, and Tem- 


per, pi. 109. 
The Spirit of him that is Born again, is very 
lowly and humble, ie 1.10. 


- It is alſo very Sincere and Upright, p. 111, 112. 
The Underſtanding is enlightned, to diſcern thoſe | 
Things of which it was ignorant, or at leaſt 
to which it ſhew's no juſt Regard, p. 113. 
. . This conſidered, with reference to thoſe that 
. have been. entire Strangers 10 Religion, 
23 114. Thoſe that are of more raiſed 
atural Capacities, p. 115, 116. And 
thoſe that have mag” a Religious Educa- 
en,, p. ). 


| The Will of. hin chat i is "Dark again, is. brought | 


to an entire ſubmiſſion and obedience to the 


will of God, p. 118. His Will, notwith- 


flanding the greateſt Prejudices, is ſubdaed to 


- 2 Reverence of God's Will in his Word, and 


a Reſignation to the Diſpoſals of his Provi- 
| dence, p. 119. With what allowances this 


6 i to be underſtood, I OY gp N 20. 
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. Conſcience 55 him that. is Born eln, 
i _ and faithſul, Pr 121. Four Things 
4 & in 


* * 


ip 


W 


. 


2 * * > 
es N re 9 ; K g 
n enn 9 132 = 
4 2 1 7 72 i Y m. * > 
Z 
#3 
- IS * 


The CONTENTS. 
in. which the Natural and Renewed Conſei- 
ence differ, p. lat, 122.. A Caution to be 
obſerved, in our judging of the impreſſrueneſs 

e Conſcience, Ibid. | 

The Affections of him that is Born again, are 
prevailingly Spiritual and Heavenly, p. 123. 
Very great differences, however, are to be found 
among good People, in this Reſpect. p. 124 


| II. There are other Evidences of the new Birth, 
| in the outward Behaviour and Converſa- 
ö e Ws „ Þ ICs 
He that is Born again, is careful to avoid all 

Sin, p. 126. Four things inſtanced in, ib. 127. 

He has a conſtant regard to every Duty, p. 127. 

The Heads of Duty inſtanc'd in, p. 128, 129. 

He is particularly careful of his Words, 

p. 129, Several Inſtances of this, p. 130, 

131. He manages his common Affairs ſo as 

to ſerve ſome Religious End, p. 132. Con- 

verting Grace does not oblige Men to quit 

their Callings, ibid. Nor to give up their E- 

ſtates, p. 133. But it teaches them in all 

things, even in their Hoſpitalities, and Recre- 

ations, to aim at 4 Religious End, ibid. He 

that is Born again, will abound in all proper 
Inſtances of Love and Charity towards his 
Brethren, p. 134. Self-Love, which in 4 

Natural State hinders the Love of our Neigh- 

bour, in a renewed State promotes it, ibid. 
Almſgiving conſidered as an Evidence of being 

Born again, 2 85 | p. 135. 


The APPLICATION to Four ſorts of 
Perſons. 


I. To thoſe that are at eaſe, and think well 

e themſelves, altho' their Tempers and 
Lives are quite contrary to the foregoing © 
Account, p. 137139. 5 


"£ 


The CONTENTS 
, To thoſe that are Content in being able to 
pit our, here and there," an Evidence for 
' #hemſelves, when ye: many "things are 

wanting, to prove that they are ſavingly 
_ | Renewed, . | a p. 140-141. 


3. To thoſe that are truly Renewed, but yet 
..  wneaſie and perplexed about their State and 
Condition, becauſe they cannot diſcover all 
'' the afore- mentioned Evidences in them- 
dne 


* 


rie cONCLUsioN. 

= Te thoſe Few, that may have the Comfort o/ 
= — diſcovering ſuch marks, in themſelves, as 70 
uo that they are Born again, p. 145. 
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Verihy, We I ſay unto thee, Ex. 


| 


wy a man be born again, he cau. 
not ſee the Kingdom of God. 


INTRODUCTION. 


HE Conference berwixt dur 
8 SAVIOUR and Nzicodemus, 


are taken, has always been 
SZ thought a very conſiderable, 
and by ſome, a very dark and myſterious 
Part of Sacred Writ. Thoſe of Nicode- 


3 5 8 Temper and Sentiments, have been 
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out of which theſe words 


- 
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IN TRODUCTION. 
ready, in every Age, to fall in with his 
Conduct, and his way of Arguing : Whilſt 
others, that have been more wa 4 the In- 
fluence and Teaching of a Divine Spirit, 
have ſeen the Excellency and Importance 
of our Saviovr's Doctrine. „ 
The Zime, in which this Ruler came 
to our Lo RD, was a very apt repreſenta- 
tion of his State. He came in the Night, 
and he appears to have been ſadly in the 
Dark as to what concerns the Go/pel Diſ- 
penſation, and his Salvation by it. He 
had been very much affected, it ſeems, 
vVvwuoith the mighiy Zorks of our BLESSED 
=_ lozD; for, ſays he, no Man can do the 
Miracles that thou doſt, except God be with 
bin. But his Preaching and his words were 
very differently receiv'd: They were 
=_—_ thought to be ſo far from being Heavenly 
== and Divine, that they were not recon- 
BE cilable to common Senſe: How can theſe 
o 4 x 
I am afraid this is too much the Caſe of 
many in our own Times: Who, while 
they acknowledge that JESUS CHRIST 
is worthy to be own'd in the brighteſt 
Day, and before all the World, yet con- 
tent themſelves with ſome obſcure and 
partial Regards to him. How many, are 
there, who profeſs to venerate him as a 
Teacher ſent from Eod, that yet in this 
ä—: 


o 
4 
—— 


ſhall now be laid before you. 


> wee gt 


| INTRODUCTION. 4 
grand and leading Point, the being born a- 
gain, are perfect Strangers to him? yea, 
what is worſe, unwilling to be inſtructed 
by him? They are either cavilling againſt, 
or explaining away, the proper and ſpiri- 
tual Meaning of this Doctrine. 
Some alſo there are that have follow'd 
this Metaphor of the mew Birth, with 
others of the like nature, ſo far, as to ren- 
der it wholly myſtical and unintelligible; 
making no juſt Obſervations upon the 
more plain and expreſs Texts of Scripture, 
where, without Metaphors, the nature of 


Regeneration is ſet in a clearer Light. 


Such miſtaken ways of treating this 
Subject I ſhall endeavour to avoid. And 
ſince our SAVIOUR has ſummon'd our 


Attention to what he here ſays, by pre- | 


fixing a double Aſſeveration, to atteſt the 
Truth of it, —Yerily verily 1 ſay unto thee, 
Sc, I hope I need not multiply words to 
engage a ſerious Application ot your ts 
to ſtudy, and make a right Uſe of what © 


_ 0 H A p. . 5 
18 I. herein this Doctrine of being Born 
nn Ain, Fn careful Ly laid down... 


Ma WII we read ſo peremptor a 
EE : Determination „ that none "#3 
ee, or enter into, the Kingdom of God, 
t ſuch as are Born again; it is reaſon- 
Able to expect, every Soul that has any 
| beg or defire of being ſaved, ſhould be 
= on the moſt ſollicitous Enquiries | 
= 3s Aer r the e meaning and import of this Ex- 
PpPreſſion. And therefore 1 ſhall ſer my 
lief to give ſuch an Account of it, as that 
= every one, who reads the following Frea- 
diſe ſeriouſly, may both be helped to 
= underſtand, and experience, hi, * 
_ = Birtb. In doing this, I would aim at 
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FIS r, Informing the Mind, 
ef Ny Awak ning and Convincing 
—— [Wes Conſcience. 
Arn Thar, Directing che Practice. 
AND FIN ALL Settling and Com- 
WE hi 5 the Spirit; by ſtating the Evi- 
Aaeences of this mighty Change. 


In his Chapter I ſhall endeavour. to 
by 2 tbe Mind of the attentive Render] 
giving him as clear and ſatisfying 
To as I can, of the nature of th: 
3 3 = = 5 
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Fr x was ſomething of which Nicodemus, os 


even as a Jew, and a Ruler in Iſrael, 
| might be ſuppos'd to have a previous 
* Knowledge; or at leaſt to have been ſuf- 

iciently prepar'd for the reception of its 

dor otherwiſe our Saviour would” not, 
1 in ſuch a manner as we find he does, Have 
11 reprov'd his Ignorance and Slowneſs of 
A. Apprehenſion; Art thou a Mater of Iſrael, 
Sho and knoweſt not theſe things? 


ny © The Writings of Moſes might mie | J 


be him, — that when Man firſt came out of 
ies Y the Hands of his Maker, he had a Soul 
x. | breathed into him, by which he was ren- 


my dred wiſer and more excellent than the 4 


hat Beaſts of the Earth; and from hence Nj- 
ca- | rodemus might have concluded that the 


to fame Almighty Power could, by a W 


ond Inſpiration and Influence, at Pleaſure, raiſe” 
2% Man to a higher and nobler State and Con- 
dition than that in which he now found 
I bimſelf, and the reſt of Mankind. 
ing! Then writings of David, and the Prophets, 
I do allo deſcribe a Perſon's being brought 
ice. | into a State of Grace and F «vo with | 
om- God, by having a clean Heart 0 
Evi-l created in him, and a mew Pal. 1. ro, 8 
I Heart given to him. And this Pack avi. LY | 
5 was ſo particularly foretold — 
＋ TO of the Goſpel Times, that it 3 
aer mut be- a-ſtrange ;nadverretiey* in Nb. 
9265 I 1 B 3 aemus 
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MT” "What 5 it 3 ir to 2 N a wy 
demus not to reflect on thoſe Paſſages, 


which in ſuch a likeneſs of Expreſſion, 


deſcribe the very ſame Change that our 


"DA VIOUR here calls being a born a- 


gain. 
But that Which yet farther condemns 
this Jewiſh Ruler, was, (according to 


Dr. 7/hitby,) a prevailing and common 


Notion amongſt the Jews, — that when 
any Man became a Proſelyte to their Re- 
ligion, He was to be look'd en Be. an In- 


. Ws new born. 


Theſe ſeveral things may, all of em, be 
very helpful to our underſtanding this 


Dottrine at preſent ; and I would rather 


chooſe to look upon 'em with ſuch a 
view, than as merely ſerving to aggra- 


| 92 3 Ae the Fault of Nicodemus. 


From our Lo R p's explaining him- 
ſelf in this Matter, tis evident that to 
de Born again includes ſomething both 


External, and Internal. Except a Man be 
Born of Water and of the Spirit, he cannot: 
enter into the Kingdom of God. 


'Now this being born of Water „ Or 
ade a Proſelyte by Baptiſm, was ſo in- 


= - telligible, that we find a bare mention of 
ie is thought ſufficient. And however 


M 4 n may value their ayer pri 
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a rah, the We and Pretenſions of ſuch 
will avail them very little. 
Tis a being Born of the Spirit that 
is chiefly inſiſted on: And without this 
none were to be look'd upon as Mem- 
bers of the Meſſiah's Kingdom, con- 
. fidered either as a Kingdom of Grace, or 
Glory. 
I know not how we can better com- 
prehend all this in a few words, than 


- by faying, with one of our Engliſh Ex- 
poſitors, — „ He that will enter into 

5 & the State af the Goſpel, muſt be Bap- | 

15 & tized; and He that will enter into 

er * a State of Grace, and be fitted for Slo- 

a « ry, muſt be Renewed.” Thus much. 

a- is very plainly expreſs'd in the Epiſtle to 

| Titus; According to his mercy he ſaved us 

i= | by the waſhing of Regeneration, and renetu. 

a mg of the Holy Ghoſt, Tit. iii. 7. 

th Ignorance of this Work of the Bleſſed 

be == Ja IRIT, and a vain boaſting of Exter- 

ot | mal Ordinances and Advantages, we have 

: _ veaſon to fear, is the Ruin of multi- 

or tudes. Hence it is that Men, who pro- 

n- i fen the Chriſtian Name, and are admit- 3 


of || +ed into the Chriſtian Church, are . 


Er notorious for their ill Lives. And wha 
3 as; at 5ſt, it was the Glory of the Goſfiel 


change the worſt of Sinners; ry it 18 _— 
1 oach'd by many, as patronizing even 
e „ . 


8 
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the worſt of Crimes. Chriſtianity has 
ſometimes found Men in a State of Brutiſh 


ſenſuality; but where it has ſavingly pre- 


wail'd, it has not Jet them in ſuch a Con- 


©. dition. Be not deceived, (ſays the Apoſtle 
to the Corinthians, neither Fornicators, 
ur Jdolaters, nor Alulterers nor 
res nor Covetous, nor Drunkards, nor 
Kewilers, nor Extortioners, ſhall inherit 
the Kingdom of God. And tho' it is ad- 
ded, Y 2 were ſome of you; yet we ought 
Mp ih to obſerve the Change th 
was wrought in them ; ye are waſhes 


de are ſanctiſied, ye are juſtified : in the name 
of the Lord Jeſus, and by the Spirit of our 


ps + Cor. vi. o, 10, 11. 


So that to be intereſted in this Work 


— 


of the Spirit; is of the utmoſt Importance 


to us; and, in order to that, tis highly 5 
requifite we ſhould have a right Notion 


and Underſtanding of it. I ſhall there- 


fore, according to the beſt and moſt 


regular Thoughts I have been able to 


form of this matter, explain it farther to 


you in the following Parriculens. 


1. T be born again, is 10 1 Gow : 


-_ ane in us, and for us, which cans 


af by 45, This is, beyond all. 
pubr. and Controverſie, the plain ſenſe 
of: „ . than this cannot 5 
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meant, by thoſe many high Expreſſions  *% 
which the Sacred Writers frequent 
uſe: Such as, — being Created again in 
CHRIST Jes Vs, —and being made mew _ 
Creatures ;- being raiſed to newneſs of Life, 
even as CHRIT was raiſed from the. 
dead by the Youu of the FATHER :- So 
that adding theſe Expreſſions to this I 
am upon, a [being born again; ] all laid ro» } 
gether muſt undoubtedly ſignify, That 
ſomething is effected for us, and wrought 
in us, which is intirely owing to the 
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Power and Grace of Gop. - - 

I ſhall ſpeedily endeavour to guard 
againſt any Falſe and Ill Conſequences  . 
that Men may be tempted to draw from 
hence; bur in the mean time it muſt be 
maintain'd, — that Regeneration is the 
work of the HoLy SPIRIT. There is A 
one Paſſage in the 1. of John's Goſpel, the 4 
1 3*h, that does expreſſly deny any other 
Agency in this matter. hich were born; © 4 

ſays the Evangeliſt, not of Blood, nor of 
the will of the Fleſh, nor of the will f 
Man, but of Gop. The meaning of 
- © || that place is this: To become the Sons of = 
Gop, we muſt be born of Him; and 
that in ſuch a fort as is not by Blood, r? 
by any thing communicated to us in uf e 
gig Generation: Nor according*torthe- 
bbs Hleſo; that is, any natura In- 
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. par it is to be Born again,” 


elitations i in our ſelves to what is Holy 
and: Godlike Nor of the ill of Man; 


= 55 ENG is, the Perſuaſions and Influence of 


others like our ſelves: But it is whol 
owing to the Agency and Grace of Gon. 
80 in the Iſt of James the 18h, we are 
told — = that of his own Will begat he us. 
keck ui EX Theſe, with other places that 
: Promiſe a new Heart; and 
that GOD will take away the Hony 
Heart out of our Fleſh, and will give us 
| Hearts of Fleſh; and that 
2. 125555 He will put os fear inta 
our Hearts, and write bis 
Law in our inward parts; and the De- 
Claration, that 27 zs not of 
him that willeth, or of him 
that 8 but of God that ſheweth 
mercy; Thele, I fay, and ſuchelike Texts 
5 Scripture, undoubtedly prove that 
the Change, here called the Second Birth, 
is op. 
From hence therefore, before we ad- 
vance any thing farther, we may draw 
this Concluſion.— That ſince ſomething is 
to be done in us, and for us, which can- 
not be done hy us, we ſhould be very ear-= 
neſt and unwearied in our Applications to 
.Gop: for his Grace and Spirit. This ig 
vidently the molt natural and juſt: way 
of arguing », „ however fame Men may 


Rom, i ix. 16. | 
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What it is to be Born again. 14 


# indulge to the quite contrary. There 
; is certainly an awkwardneſs in Thinking, 4 
f as well as Acting. And when this is en- 


y [| couraged by # flothful Temper, or a 
. N ag againſt any particular Set- f 


e Men, and their Opinions; or when it is Þ} 
Fo + ſupported and improved by the ſugge-. 
To ſtions of the Devil, ir is hardly to be 
Þ rectified. For otherwiſe one would think 
7 it impoſſible that ever the Metaphors —of 
15 being Created a-new, — raiſed to\uewneſs 
2 of Life, —and being born again,. — ſhquld be 


0 pleaded by Men, as if they were lilerally 
is to be underſtood : Which is downright 
- to ſay—that an Unregenerate Man has no- 
of Reaſon, no Life, no Being. The ſame. 
1 Almighty Power and Efficacy by which 
tb we were made at firſt, and ſhall be raiſed 
ts | at laſt, is*undoubtedly neceſſary to our 
at. | Renovation at preſent: But then upon 
h, a Conviction of this, we ſhould, with the 

greateſt Concern, apply our ſelves to- 
d= | Aim who has this All- ſufficient Power 
w and Grace. Thus we are wont to do in 


18 other caſes where our Intereſt is concern- 
n- || ed; to be very earneſt in ſolliciting ſuch, 
Th as have it in their Power to do that for - 
70 us, which we are not able to do for our 


ig ſelves. And this is what the Sacred 


ay Scriptures every where require, and that 
* the plaineſt Expreſſions, in the Caſe of 
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Regeneration; as I ſhall have occaſion © 
Aber, more fully at the cloſe 'of this 
= Chapter. SI 48 11 Wage £4 
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II. That which is done in us and for 
us when we are ſaid to be born again, 1 
make to be this; — he infuſing of ſome inward 
Piinciple of Life and Action, io which we 
cee naturally Strangers; and by communi- 
cating of which, ſuch a Life begins as ſhall 
Taft for ever. There is ſomething, which 
- fo far prevails over all the Powers, De- 
fies and Reliſhes of the Senſitive and 
_ . Animal Nature, as to bring it into a thoro* 
—_  Subjction and Subſerviency. Hence it 
s, that a Man finds his corrupt Inclina- 
tions is powerfully croſs'd, and as ef - 
fectually kept under, by ſomething within. 
_ Bimſelk, as if he was debating the Matter 
with a Being different from himſelf. And 
be therefore a&s under the controlling 
Power of ſomething Saperiour to bimſelf. 
And if any Man that reads this, think it 
unintelligible, I can only aſſure him in the 
Mords of our Savious, toward the cloſe 
of his Conference with Nicodemus; veri- 
' Jy, verily we ſpeak that we do know, and 
zeftify that we have ſeen, and ye receive not. 
aur Witneſs. Our Saviour knew it by 
Intuition, and. Obſervarion of what was 
done upon others; Thoſe that are Rege- 
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m bat it is to be Born again 
nerate know it by Experience of what has: 


been done in themſelves: And, however 
thoſe that are Strangers to this Work of 


Grace, may refuſe to receive the Witneſs, 


yet it is nevertheleſs true and real; 
'This Principle of a new Life, I have 


faid is infus'd into us, that it may be 
ſought for, and eſteem'd as ſomethin Ris -: 1 


pernatural.. It is not only a Halit of the 


Mind, but the Spring and Cauſe of every 


good and A Habit in us. From 
kence, p 


planted: And that it is ſomething brought 
to us by a Divine Hand: *Fig a Root char 
would otherwiſe have remained foreign 


to our Nature, and we ſhould for ever. 4 
have been barret,: and deſtitute of thoſe 4 


Fruits that are the Product of it. 


I have choſen to ſay father, that by A 
communicating this Principle of Grace;: ſie 5 3 
a Life begins as ſhall lat for ever, to pur A 


vou upon obſerving this very comfortable 


Propriety in the uſe of this Metaphor of & 


being Vorn again; namely, our entring 
into ſuch a State of Being, as much bet- 
rer deſerves the Name of Life,” than that 
- which we are born to in this World. x 


: ar Firft An we are born to die; 
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ably, a Principle of Grace is 
called the Root of the Matter; to ſignify. 
to us, among other things, that it is real 
ly different from the Soil in which it is 
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ar Second, we are born to live for ever. 
4B * In our Firf Birth we enter upon. a man- 
3 ner of Exiſtence ſuited to a. changeable 
and periſhing State of Things: In our 
Second Birth we begin a manner of living, 
ſuited to an eternal Duration and Happi- 
5 3 , neſs. As, therefore, the new Life which 
bereby we receive will ſurvive the for- 
1 mes; the . of it is very fit- 
| ö 7 * called ; a new Birth, 


- There are 7200 9 f would draw 
from hence, for the better and fuller ſet- 
ding of this Point. 

2 If there be ſuch an inward Principle 
_ of Life and Action communicated in our 
| Regeneration, it will follow. thai a mere. 
aut ward Change, and altering the Courſe of 
our Lives, is not ſufficient to 4 Perſon's: 
being born. again. Tis poſſible, a Man 
may be reclaim'd from a looſe and vicious 
wap of living, only by external Motives 
and Inducements: or, by changing open 
E and notorious Sins, for more ſecret and 
3 S renled ones; there may be a ſeeming 
Alteration, when there is not a real. arg 
Or one Vice, it may be, is forſaken, in 
order to fall into another: Or Men 7 


but to our· live them. However this . 
1 . OY > 747” | : dere 


de wearied out with their Sins; and 
ſo are not properly ſaid to leave them, 5 To | 


Life and Action that is infus*d in Regex 
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1 Phi e, bene Deportiinal - 


may be maintain'd, where there is nothing 


of the Power of Religion at the Heart. 
For ſo the Apoſtle Paul tells us, (who was ib 


far from magnifying any thing, in himſelf 


before his Converſion,) that as touching. 
the Law, meaning the outward Obſer- 
vance of it, he was blameleſs. 
So that we have abundant 


Phil. ii. 6. 


Reaſon to keep up the Diſtinction, be. 
twixt Reſtraining, and Renewing Grace. 
2. If it be only a new Principle of 


ration, it will follow, —That the new Birth 


does not give us new, and different natural 
Powers, and Faculties, from thoſe which we 


had before. As we have the ſame Bodies 
and bodily Organs; ſo we have alſo the 
ſame Souls, and intellectual Faculties, that 

we had in our natural State. Tis certain, 
that a Change very great paſſes upon us; 
but then it is as certain, that we remain phy- 
ſically the ſame afterwards: That i is, the 
Principle of Life and Action which is in- 


fus'd into us, new models our Souls, our 


Tempers, and the whole of c our Behavi- 
our; but it does not alter our 
any eſſential part of us. As W 


f ctions, that we had in an Uaregene: 
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1 kite State: But theſe are all differently - 
3 3 "uſed and employ'd, to what they were be- 
fore. And the Change is great enough, 
= to ſupport me in what I have farther to 
advance, under another Head of Explica- 


_ to which 1 haſten, 


3 III. When we are thus ſaid to be for. 
again, We do as truly berome new Crea- 
res, as if we could in a natural Senſe be 
torn afreſh, or had other kind of Beings 
given to us. There needs no more than 
EF thediferent Uſe and Exerciſe, of the /ame 
E.  feafonable Powers, to make us either as 
= Brates, or as Angels. And indeed the 
= Change would not be fo great, to ſee a 
EE Clod of Earth brighten into a Star; (ſince 
we know that an Earthly Body can reflect 
E the Rays of the Sun;) as to ſee, a poor 
brutiſh Sinner become a Saint, ſhining 
with all the radiant Graces of a Chriſtian, : 
= and ripening for Glory. i 
SGiuch is the Change, that is made by 
1 ah Grace and Spirit er Gop in the zew 
© Birth, that it very much reſembles the 
ft Oreation of this viſible World ;. 
wherein Light was brought out of Dark- - 
ness, and Beauty out of Deformity, and 
Harmony out of Confuſion. For fo the 
Mind, in Regeneration, is enlightned z. 
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active, are now taught to exert them 
ſelves: And thoſe that were buſied in a 
fruitleſs, or a hurtful manner, now are 
exalted to the moſt uſeful and comforta- 
ble Employments. In the Apoſtles com- 
prehenſive Language, all old things are paſa 
ed away, and all things are become new. + 

The Diſtinction, indeed, between the 
Regenerate and Unregenerate, is not at 
re viſible enough, to convince the 
World of common Spectators, that it is 
ſo great as really it is: But at the Day of 
Judgment, when thoſe things that are 


now hid ſhall be revealed, the Difference 


ſhall be manifeſted to all. He that looks 


t bat i it is to AR N a I "3k = 

1 ffections, are brought under Rule and * | 
Government. Thoſe Powers and Capas _' 8 
ities, that lay wholly unexercis'd and un- MM 


only on the rough Surface of the Seas, Wi 


and obſerves the Mire and Dirt which is 
caſt out by its Waves, may imagine there 
is. nothing amiable or deſirable in it: 
But he that has dived to its bottom, and 

diſcovered the Jewels and Treaſures that 

lie buried there, will form a very diffe- 

rent Judgment. The Man that is renew- 
ed, is greatly enriched by the Gifts, and 
Graces, of the Spirit of God; but yet there 
may be no Beauty, or Excellency, that 
hall appear to ſuch as look no farther than 
| is and obſerve only the Cope : 
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* "What © if 49 to 22 Ban again. 
tions that ariſe in his outward Actions and 


"Converſation: But when Things, that 
now lie hid, ſhall be diſcovered, it will be 
ite otherwiſe. Hence it is that we read 
often in Scripture of the World's not 
knowing ſuch as belong to CHRIST: And 
St. 8 ſpeaking to thoſe that were now 
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the Sons of Go p, adds, that 
it does not yer appear 1 
We ſhall be. 


Ibis, however, muſt be ed 
That, where things are ſpiritually diſcern- 
ed, and where there is a cloſe and ſtrict 
Enquiry into the Character of him that is 
aid to be born again, he does appear even 


at preſent more excellent than his Neighbour; 4. 


and ſuch a one &nows. himſelf, to be quite 
another Perſon, than he was in his firſt 


and natural Grate. 


He has a new Image 


and Likeneſs ſtamp'd upon him, which 


grows more and more viſible, both to him- 
elf, and all about him: His Behaviour and 
Converſation will be ſuch, as to ſbew forth 


the Virtues, and Excellencics, of Him er 
d called bim. 


1 


Now Een this Head two things are 


e deducible. 
1. That a pretended honouring the Bo 
5 God, and 4 preſumpiuous Confidence in it, 


e Men go on in their Sins, w1ll. n 


'@ . 


"What + it-is to Gs Dori AF. 


means argue that they are ina State of ig 
Mens changing their Opinions, or getting 
new Notions in Religion, will not prove 
that they are horn again, if their Lives and 
Actions be not changed, ſo as to render 
them quite other Perſons than they were 
in their natural corrupt State. This is ſo 
obvious, that I ſhould not ſo much as have 
mentioned it, had I not met with Inſtances 
of Thoſe, who have pretended to talk of 
Free Grace at ſuch a rate, as if they hop'd 
to be ſaved by it, when they were utter 
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Strangers to the Renewing Power of it. 


And ſome there are, who havediſtinguiſh'd 
themſelves by a Sett of Principles, where- 

by they pretend to magnify the Riches f 
_ Ged's Grace in its abounding toward them, 
when at the ſame time it has no ſuitable Ef- 
fect and Influence pon them. As if, by a 
| Decree in their Favour, God had engaged 


himſelf, at all Adventures, to bring em ; 


to Heaven, whether they were made t 
for it or not: Or as if they thought mira- 
culous Grace would prepare *em for. it 
ſome new way, and not by the ordinary. 
appointed Means of the Goſpel. For, if 
they would receive the Afurances of 
Grace as they are ſettled in the Goſpel, - 
they would never pretend to an Intereſt 

in the Logp J=sus CHRIST, without 


* 


uch a Change as [ am ſ Peking of: on. : J 3 
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If any Man be in CHRIST, be 
ia new Creature. Thoſe 


= Perſons, then, will find themſelves miſe- 


1 Cox x... 6 - 
ming, Languages that have been. 


> ſpoken by Men, yea tho'l 


_.rably miſtaken, , who, inſtead of being 


really changed, truſt ro ſome ineffectual 


= Speculations; Theſe will not avail them at 


laſt, how much ſoever at preſent they may 
be pleas'd with them, or how zealous ſo- 


ever they may appear for them. 


2. For the fame Reaſon it will alſo fol- 


low, — That no Gifts or Attainments, how 


Dea and eminent ſoever they be, will 


paſs for this new Birth, if there be not a 


= — new Life. Judas, with all his Gifts, was 
= Loſt Man. Simon Magus,. notwith- 


ſtanding all the Wonders, which Hiſto—- 


J lays, he wrought, yet had neither 
Ads vid 21. Part, nor lot in this matter; 


his Heart and Life being 


: 3 unchanged and unrenewed. What the 
Apoſtle ſays of Charity, muſt be ſaid of 


this Change; tho” IT had all. 


had the Tongue of an Angel; and with 
theſe the intellectual Abilities of Men and 


: Angels too; tho' I could under ſtand all 


Myſteries and Sciences; tho' 1 had the 


fab of ſuch as could work Miracles; or 
3 © 2 | 3 on =— v | . FI . 4 N 
= wn ready to impoveriſh my ſelf in giving 
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What it is to be Born again. -r Ml 
Alms to the Poor; yea tho' I might give 1 | 
my Body to be burned, as a Martyr tothe 
beſt Cauſe in the World; yet if I am ü 
not a zew Creature, all will avail me 
nothing. I heartily wifh that ſuch; as ü 


are valuing themſelves upon their attains 
ments in human Learning, or upon their 


outward Profeſſion of Religion, and their © ñ³⁵³ 
Sufferings in common with others on 


account of their Profeflion, would al- 
low themſelves to enter into ſuch a way 


of Thinking as this. And whilſt ſome 
are valuing themſelves upon their Cons 


formity to the National Church; and 


others upon their ſtrict Adherence to 
what they apprehend the purer Worſhip | 


and Appointments of the Goſpel ; it were 
well if both would. lay to Heart ſuch a 
Text as that, —neither Circumci ſion avail- 


eib any thing, nor Uncircumciſion, but 4 


nem Creature, Gal. vi. 15. 


IV. This being born again, is in ſome | 


reſpect like our being born at firſt, Inſtans 


taneous and Perfect; but, in other reſpetts, 
Regeneration may be look'd upon as Gras 


dual and Progreſſive. When firſt a Man I 
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is ſaid to be born from above, he has 


every Principle, of Grace and Goodneſs, | 
that is neceſſary to conſtitute him a ̃ 
| Child of God: Tho' as yet all is but in 


_ 3 
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miniature, and very inconſiderable, com- 


pared with what it may, in time, grow 


to. The new Creature is form'd, not 
Ake a Statue, in the making of Which 


one Limb or Feature may be carv'd out 
and compleated, whilſt all the reſt lie 


_ Shap eleſs, and in the rough Stone; but 
: *ris form? like a Child that is born into 
the World, which has all the Parts of 


| 3 the human Body at firſt, tho' very ſmall 


and little, and muſt have time to grow to 
their full Size and Perfection. Thoſe 
chat are born of the Spirit, have the Di- 
vine Image and Likeneſs, as to every Eſ- 
ſential part, drawn upon the Soul; but 


yet they are capable of continual Im- 


provements, till they become Perfect, as 
toeir Father which is in Heaven is perfe 2. 


- Hence is is that the Apoſtle teaches. 


us, by his own Example, not to take up 


an Opinion of our ſelves that our Attain- 
ments are ſufficient as ſoon as we are 

thus renewed: Tho' we could ſay, with 
him, that hat things formerly were Gain 


do us, thoſe we now count Loſs for CHRIS; 
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yea, {that we are ſo much altered PIG: it 
- What we were in our natural State] that 

= We count all things, [even the beſt and: 
"gt in 1 this World] hut l/s for the : 


Wi bat it is to bs Bark mY 2 5 


Lon; yet we are not to look upon - 
our ſelves as already perfect. But this We 
are farther to do, forgetting „, be 

the Things that are behind, © . 

to reach forth unto thoſe things which are 
before. And another Apoſtle calls upon us. 
to grow in Grace, and in the Knowledge 
of our Lord 122 Saviour en Cuntor, ; 
2 Pet. iii. 18. 1 . 
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This, I thought it proper to ranks * 
diſtin&t Head, for the lake of theſe 050 25 
eee 5 
There can be 20 Seats boriin} thats. 2 
of 4% Regenerate, and the Unregenerate. > 
Whatever Preparations there may be for 
ſuch a Change, yet theſe are certainly to 
be diſtinguiſh'd from the Change it ſelf. 
All Men are either born again, or not; 
there is no middle State that can be al- 
lowed: For that would infer, if any died 
in ſuch a State, that they were diſpoſed - 
of accordingly in the other World; and 
appointed to ſome iptermediate Place be- 
twixt Heaven and“ Hell. Which is a 
Notion I need not ſtay to expoſe. There 
18 . — of more immediate Conſe- 
quence to be guarded againſt, Which ! 
had chiefly in my Eye, en the = —_—_ 
tion of this Head; namely, to prevent 
Mons taking up with Fay of thoſe _ 1 
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| What it it to ee 4 again. 


= — are preparatory. to this new Birth, 
es if they were really to paſs for it. 
lence it is, that many have been carry'd 
into very fad and deſtructive Miſtakes; 
= who; have imagin'd, that ſome ſhort- 
ſiv'd Convictions, and ineffectual Pur 


ſes and Reſolutions might paſs for this 


e or that ſome partial regards to 


their Duty, which have ariſen from their 


= - firſt ſerious Impreſſions, have been ſuffi- 


* us * 
_ 
R ” + 


cient to denominate them e Creatures. 
And ſo reſting in what has been only pre- 
© paratory, they have at laſt fall'n even 
from 7hat. 

2. There may be ſuch as are truly Re- 


; generate and born again, that are yet very 


weak in Grace, and very little in their 
Spiritual Stature. *Tis poſſible ſuch a 
change may be wrought upon Men, when 


yet the Iufant State of the new Creature 
may hardly diſcover that it is ſo. ; How- 
erer if any Man be really paſe'd from 


Death to Life, this Life will ſhew it 


' ſelf by growing every day more vigo- 
rous and active: And if any Nan be 
paſs d from Dartneſs to Light, this 


Light, tho* very dim at preſent, will 


Keaſon we ſhould not 1055 on qe thin 
that has been done for us, ſo as to 2 


TF1 


ire more and more aue 2 
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ſecure, or negligent, upon an apprehen- , —_ 
fion that all is ſafe and well: For if 
what has been wrought in us be indeed F 
of Go p, it will be continually advan- 
cing till it comes to Perfection. As for 
God, his Work is perfet. 5 1 
This Work of our Regenc- he: xxl, * 
ration is ſo Perfect. At firſt, in every el 
ſential part; and therefore fixes in us a 
regard to all God's Commandments: And 
perfect at laſt, in every attainable Degree, 
and therefore makes our Growth and Im- vg 
provement neceſſary. 


V. This C hange ads; is called ohe 1 
new Birth, may be, and commonly is, e. 
fefted, by the outward means of Grace. 73 
For as in this 34 of Jobn we are ſaid to 1 

be born of the Spirit; fo, in the Epiſtle of 23 

James, Regeneration is aſcribed to the 
Mord of GO D. And in the former 
place we read of being born of Water, T4 
{ that is by Baptiſm | as well as the Spi- 3: 
wit, Tis certain, that outward Ordi- 

nances and Appointments are, of them 

ſelves, inſufficient to produce ſuch an 

Effect; but it is as certain, from the 

_ whole Current of Scripture, that the 
 S'PxtRIT of GO D does make uſe of 
ſuch means, and ordinarily OY: TH 
* in 1 and: by tber 


| 2 C Phe 
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Pede ion of this kind; and Go p has 
ſpmetimes manifeſted himſelf to thoſe 
that enquired not after him; yea, - to. thoſe 
who, with a Perſecuting Blaſphemous 
- "Temper of Mind, have ſet. themſelves 
Again bim: But ſuch Caſes are to be 
"lopk'd upon, juſt in the ſame manner as 


2 


e do upon the miraculous Cure of 
Diſeaſes; or a miraculous ſupply of bo- 
= dily Wants, which ſome, upon Extraor- 


dinary Occaſions have obtained. Such 


1 Miracles, both of Grace, and Providence, 
were neceſſary. to the firſt, Settling of 
Ws Chriftianiry- in the World: And they 
3 may be wrought whenever, and where- 
I 2 3 it pleaſes Go p ſuddenly to reſtore, 
and advance the Credit of ay d Reli- 
* 8 gion. But I think theſe Cafes ſhould 


no more be taken into our common ac- 
—eounts of Regeneration, than the Re- 
woving of the moſt inveterate Diſtem- 
pers with 4 word, or the feeding of ve 
Thouſand with five Loaves and two Fiſbes, 
arg to be taken into the uſual Method of 
healing our Diſeaſes, or providing er 
N Bread. 

That Man would certainly be ab- 
Sgunted very inconſiderate, and vain in 
2 Expectations, that ſhould, fir ſtill and 
a on to ſeek D's and 0 by 58 3 


There bl keen, dead eaten - = 


What it is PN Bohn OY 2” 2 
* <efſary! Food, becauſe he reads that Eli 
"Klouds an ho Manna on the Iſrael-⸗ 1 
ites. And is it not every whit as wild 
and unjuſtifiable, for Men to neglect the = J 
means of Grace, and expect to be con- 
5 verted by ſome miraculous Appearance 3 
5 % HRIST from Heaven, becauſe the 
Apoſtle Paul was fo? or to promiſe them 
ſelves that they ſhall be renewed ud. 
denly on their gan. Bed, becauſe the 4 | 
Thief on the Croſs was favingly changed | 
in his laſt Moments? 5g 
He that can be ſo wrerchedly miſled 4 
as in this laſt Caſe, may as well advance # 
one ſtep farther ; and promiſe himſelf, 8 
that he ſhall go ro Heaven without ſee =_ 
ing Death; becauſe he reads of One, tbat © 
in a fery Chariot was taken u thither : 
Vea, I wilt venture to ſay, that, on this , 
account, he has more redſon to. exped 4 _ 
 'Tranſlation,; than he has to look fer 
— ſüuch a miraculous Renovation: Becauſe 
| he: has 7wo Inſtances of Perſons being 3 
5 taken to Heaven without 125 95 (Viz. i 
; Hubel and Elias; F but he bas . a 4 
enden 0 extrao ordinary as has 8 ce 
= Co ified Mels hy, wr. 
RES Det the ew” Birth 1 have beth” * 3 
s e upon, e as 2 


1 . 
* 4 
Wie 452 Fe 
. « 


_ K i 
q 8 
. XD 
* £2 
* * o 


[- . 3 that. is . rede. 48 by 2 
2 1 gut ward and ordinary Means of 
= Grace. And let it be ee that 
there is no caſe in which thoſe. Means 
3 would fail of obtaining ſuch an End, 
FE could we procure the er of; Gop 

| 8 and with n 


From hence we may 
Wo: uns 1 i 1 = 
IF dT. That Men WY 10 8 e 
E avith great Diligence, to theſe appointed 
Means. As we learn from what has been 
aid, that none ſhould encourage them- 
pes to hope for Extraordinary Grace, 
© in the neglect of the common and ordi- 
FE mary Method of Salvation; ſo no, Man 
= can reaſonably hearken to Deſpondent 
Thoughts, whilſt he does, in a way 
& of Duty, cry to God for Renewing Grace 
dau Mercy. „ bat Means are to be 
uſed, and what Method we are to take in 
dur Applications to God, 1 ſhall lay be- 
fore jou in the 3* Chapter: NV Bu- 
mme ze z only to cſtabliſh this Con- 
I clufion, Phat * 
FS 17 
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| that are in a State of Corruption, to 2 
raft away from them all moans hh 1 1 


ions, and to make em new 
Hearts, and new Spirits ? + 
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Wherefore ſhould he declare wal 13 - 


much-Solemnity , As I live 1 have 10 3 
13 ple ure in the Death of the ch. i 
Mickel, but that the wicked mali. IT, 


tum from his way and live? And then 
wherefore ſheuld/ he call after Sinners 
with ſo much Importunity, Turn 9e, 
Turn ye; for why will ye die? where- 
fore ſhould our Sa vioun put Men upon 


_ ſtriving to enter in at the frrait Gate? 
And bid us ast, ſeek, and 1 K FR: J 
3 knocks, aſſuring us, that God * 5 ; i 3 4 | 
ves the: Spirit to them that Luke al. 1 Pins 
evingly and importunate- 53 
ly at him? wherefore ſhould one Apoſtle .. 
urge us to work out our ſalva- Y 
tion with fear and trembling? 
and another to draw nigh to 
God, as one that is willing 54 
and ready to draw nigh to us? Where. 2 
fore, I fay, ſhould theſe Script hes, and 
many others of the like Import, ſpeak to 
us in ſuch a manner, if the Change : 
have deſcribed, were not attainable” in 
i ers uſe of ordinary Means. if 8 508 8 
But poſſibſy it may be kick Lean 4 
an do any thing N his own B, 
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5 or Creation, or Neſurrection, by all which 1 
E * Change is deſcribed? To this 1 dwo 
1 Fay anſwer, that we are actually called H 
3 E ph, > „ upon ſo to do. Awabie thou 
pat ſleepeſi, and ariſe from 
| abe Dead; and CHRIST Hall give thee 
Lie. Metaphors are generally made 
uſe of, in Scripture, with ſome one con- 
E- fiderabile view and to give light in ſome 
= particular Matter, for the ſake of which 
E They: are produc'd; but it is a manifeſt 
L . 5 wrong to the Deſign of em, to ſtretchy 
3 am: to every thing which a brisk and 

warm Imagination may ſuggeſt. Sup- 
13 as to this very Point, that you ex- 

plain a Man's being Dead in Sin, to ſig- 
* * nifie his being able to. do no more, than a 
Man naturally dead, is, to revive himſelf: 

When y ou haue done ſo, carry this ex- 
1 of the N aphor to another 

Tent, and ſee how far it is from being 

2 true and pain there. Such as are 
3 Rom, yy alive to God, are ſaid to be 
3 dead to Fin; which accord- 7 
ag. to 15 Senſe juſt mention d, muſt 
E $54 > that fuch are no more able to | 
do a ſinful Action, than a dead Body is to 
move or ſtir. And if chere are any that 
will not own this to be a falſhood, they 
| mul bx 5 4 Xp 
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 Dbere is not a juſt Man upon N 3 2 
Earib that 400 good, and r be 0. . Y 
 finneth not And at the ſame time, they 
mult talk againſt all the Obſervation a 
Experience in the World. 1 

But, dropping all Metaphors, ir *. 
farther: objected. againſt the plain and 
_ expreſs Scriptures 1 have quoted, — That 
___ our SAviour tells us plainly, whilſt - 1 
there are many that ſtrive to enter in at 
the ſtrait Gate, yet there are few that 
find it: And again he ſays expreſly, that — 
no Man can come unto him 7 * 9 
except the Father draw him. —* 3 
And the Apoſtle tells us chat it is God | 
who worketh in us, both to will, and to do, 3 
of his own good pleaſure... _ 
To which I think the Anſwer is very. 
obvious. When theſe and the forego- 
ing places are compared together, „ i 
amount evidently to this, and no more 

Je maſt work, beeghſe: GOD works” is 4 
us, and with us; we muſt go to CHRIST 
by the Grace of Gon aſſiſting and en- 
bling us; and we muſt frrive in a belie- 
ving expectation of Go »'s accompliſu- 
ing our Deſires; becaufe thoſe that have 
made Attempts, without this Depen- 
genee on him, and Help from him, have _ 
been diſappoi inted and ballled, And that 5 2 
15 A 11 . 1 
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"2. Concluſion, Wat for. the Succeſs of 
* at Means, and the effecting this happy 
3 . EY © Sink of the new Birth, our Reliance 
muß, be on Gop, and him alone. We 
muſt make the beſt uſe we can of all 
ward: Helps and Advantages; but we 
muſt not Tu to theſe: "Tis Gop alone 
that can give;a. Principle of new Life; 
{concerning which I have ſpoken very 
- Fully in the beginning of this Diſcourſe;) 
and * we ſhould take care to fix 
all our Hope on him. Grace is the Gift 
of Gop, as well as Glory; and ſhould be 
foughr for and eſteemed as a Giſt, in 
what way ſoever it may be beſtowed. If 
any Means had been ſufficient, of them- 
3 to work ſuch a Change in Men, it 
muſt have been the Preaching and Mira- 
cles of JESUS CHRIST when he was 
here upon Earth; and yet we find, Thoſe 
_ that allowed Him to fi feak as never Man 
ate; and were ſenfible that he pro- 
ved his words by ſuch Yorks as never 
- Man did; notwithſtanding ſuch Convi- 
FTitions, turned away from him. and for- 
ſook him. But afterwards, when Goo 
ſent his SpIRI᷑ to work upon the Hearts 
of Men, in and with the preaching of - 
. we read of Thouſands Con- 
verted at a time. Vea thoſe very Admini- 1 
kiten, which Men of Wit an ng ent * 
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N 2 it is to be r n 5 Ko 
ing have ſcorn'd and derided, have 7 
by the mighty Power of Go D, produ- IF 
ced ſück Effects as the wiſeſt and greare { = 
might. be glad to own. 0." 
To ſumm up all therefore in a little; I 
we are taught to pray, Turn us, O Lo RD. =... 
and then we fall be turned, _ 
for thou art the Lo RD our 
| Gop. And the more I am .convidiagls _— 
that this Change is of Gop; the more i 
earneſtly, and importunately, ſhould I cry L 
unto Slim: that performeth all *bings for 
mne. 
Here, Reader! ſtay a while: Review 
| 8 Leads of what thou haſt been read- 
; And ſay, if thou canſt, that this 
Doctrine of the new Birth is a Doctrine 
not to be underſtood. I am very ſenſibe 
indeed, that after all my Care to explain <0 2 
1 it, in the moſt 8 and affecting man 
ner I could; yer if che Good Spirit f 
1 G o D is not, pleaſed to give thee a 
diſcerning Mind, and if be does not 
open thine Eyes to ſee the Evidence and 
Importance of what has been ſuggeſtd 
to thee, it will be of very little ſervice. 
But if Gop does gracioully concur witn 
theſe Endeavours, He can render them 
as uſeful to Thee, as they have been to 
. atbers - And however inconſiderable Mi 
4 e -— 


Lam. v. 21. 
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ſeem in themſelves, this will 
er value upon them. mn. 


. 1 


Thus may it pleaſe thee, | 0 Father 
5 . of Lights! to Entighteen thoſe: that fit 
4 1 Darineſy and in the Region of the 
* Shadow Death. Give them the 
«6 Knowledge of Salvation, for the Re- 
. miſſion of their Sins; and ſo. let the 
Dapiſpring from on High viſit their 
Souls. One Ray from thee, bleſſed: 
„ Gop: would — Day in the moſt 
2 ighted Breaſt. Be thou, there- 
. fore, the Teacher of thoſe that are 
4 yet ignorant of Thee, and of their 
5 May to thee; And bring them, out of 
N their natural and ſinful Darkneſs, imo 
he * thy marvellous J. war; £5: 75 | 
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W Sie tie prov vd, that 70 be 
Born again, is neceſary fo ban - JN 
Dal ion. 4 


2 Had thought, after the A of © 
this Change, which our SAVIOUR: 
calls a being Born again, to have added 
next, the Means of attaining it: 19 1 
when I conſider'd, how little agreeable, © * 
what is advanced would be, to the Ly 
of. the preſent Age; and that, in the 
- Preaching, on this Subje&, J had metl- » 
with a very cold Reception, from ſuch. as. | 
1 was particularly defirous. to have made "i 
ſome good Impreſſions upon; it then I 
appeared highly requiſite, immediately... 
to: prove the Importance TO 2 rs 
this Doctrine of the new Birth. . 4 
And could I now ſpeak with. You dice. i 
that ſhould reach the whole World, I 7 1g WM 
proclaim it, — © That whatever Nation AJ 
„ Men are of, or whatever Party they:- 
belong to, a and whatever their Figure, 
<«.-or Characters may be, here on Earth, 5 
EL Except they he born again, they Hall nat 
85 <Q: ſos. the . . L GOD 5 7 
ih Peril, how: art Y 
5 . * 


20 The be Neee ff ity of Jeing Born again. 
 heareft or readeſt theſe Words, if thou 


dareſt to ſhew a diſguſt, or even a diſre- 


1 ard to them. This Text ſtands in thy 
=_ £3 as with a Hand pointing to it; 


3 -upon it; that declares it one of the un- 


-alterable Edits of Heaven. Let the Pro- 
| Fon of the World, or the vain Reli- 


Sed thou art not Born again, thou art not 
in a State of Salvation. 


tiver and they are very Plain too. 
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= dom of Go p, you know, is frequently 


an be born again, he cannot be ac- 


2 Tor be admitted into the _ * the - 
; Bleſſed Spirits above. BY 


diſtinctly to prove. O that I might 
hope for ſuch Succeſs in this Attempt, 


85 . 3 | | | ow. 
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and a double Seal [ verily, verily ] ſet 


gion of the World, ſuggeſt what they will; 


Our Savoun's Words are very Poſi- 


Seeing and Enjoying Gop, ſeeing : and en- 
tring into his Kingdom, are in Scripture 
bt the dame thing: And the King- 


to be underſtood of the Go/pel State, or 
the Kingdom of Grace; and alſo of the 
Heavenly State; or the Kingdom of Glo- 
S- ad So that the full Meaning of our 
- Loxp's Aﬀertion mult be this; — Except 


1 cCbunted a True Chriſtian in this World, 


-Dheſs eue things 1 ſhall ſer my fel?” 


« as that none, who read or hear what 1 7 
have to 4 ns deceive themſelves 5 
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The Neceſſity of being Born again. ., Mþ 
with a Falſe Name, or a Falſe Hope; (thats 
is, calling themſelves Chriſtians, or ex ñ⁵⁵ 
pecting the Happineſs of ſuch ;) whilt. 
they are Strangers to this yew Birth! 


I. I ſhall eftabliſh the Truth of this 
Aſſertion, —That no Man, can be a real 
Chriſtian, except he be thus Changed and 
Nous ed. Poor’ Roe 
1. Without this, there cannot be an c- 
copting of JIESsus CHRIST, as our Teacher 
and Inſtructor. Tis mockery to call him 
our Maſter, or Leader, if we are not wil- 
ling to be Taught by him. And 'tis in 
vain that we profeſs to receive ſome things 
from him, if we do not ſubſcribe to the 
whole of his Inſtructions and Revelati= 
ons. Now then, conſider it; —our Sa- 
| vIOUR inſiſts upon this as the t thing, ³ 
do be learnt and underſtood by Nicode- if 
mus, when he addreſs'd him as a Teacher 
come from GOD. It is a matter of ſuch. i 
Importance, in our profeſſing Chriſtiani 
ty, to be born again; that, tis neceſſa- 
ry to prepare us, for the Reception off 8 
A4iul the other Doctrines of the Goſpel. I 
' the natural Pride, Senſuality, and Hard- 
ness, of our Hearts be not removed, ve 
FE ſhall never be brought ro a right under- 
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= 4 — of — cor nor HOY 
de ay regular ſubjection ro the Father of 
= Spirits, ſo a to have a juſt and prevail- 
ing Senſe of our Obligations to him. 
However therefore, Men may comple- 
= ment CHRIST, by calling him MasTer © 
= and Lonp; or rather think to do ho- 
_— Tour to hemſelves, by profeſſing to be 
his Followers and Diſciples; yet in truth 
and reality they rejef? him, when they 
diſregard a Dotlving that He has made 
the Leading and Brincipat: one, in his 
Religion. What is this, but, in effect, 
to make void / the whole Goſpel? and to 
weaken the force of every oh Doctrine, 
_— fo as to hinder its proper Influence upon us? 
Teo this, undoubtedly to this, is ow- 
1 ing the Unſucceſsfulneſs of Preaching, in 
A 2. great meaſure, at this Day: Tho' the 
other Doctrines of the Goſpel may be 
ſet in the cleareſt Light; tho Holineſs, 
in its ſeveral Branches, may be preſs'd 
= with great warmth and ſeriouſneſs, and 
with thoſe Arguments that one would \ 
E think irreſiſtible; yet we find, that the. | | 
Knowledge of Men, and their ſtrongeſt. | } 
3 Prom. — in many Caſes, ſerve only 
to candemn , not to ſanctify or reform 
them. How many are there who: can 
readily: rehearſe the ſeveral” Articles of 
their Cried 3 * is their; 
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i Maat mr eg Mi: pas 3%. 3 
Jury to obſerve God's Commandment ? 
who, for all this, live and act juſt as. # 
Men would do, that believed and; ac 
knowledged no ſuch things? Whrreas 
if Men were thoroughly inſtructed, con- 9 
cerning the Neceflity. of them: being Born 
again; and were taught to conceive a- 
right, of a Principle of new Life being 
derived from above; and would be per- 4A 
ſuaded, in the firſt and chief place, tofeck: | 
for the Renewing- Converting Influences 
_ of rhe Bleſſed SpirrT; all other Mat- 
ters, both of Faith, and Practice, would 
then become intelligible, affecting, and 
eaſie: And the whole Scheme of Chri- 
ſtianity would appear, a quite different 9 
thing, to what tis generally elteem'd\. 
But, without this, we cannot be ſaid do 
receive CnunrsT, as our Prophet and 
Teacher : And therefore in vain call our 
ſelves by his Name, or 1 pon to iy his 
Diſciples. 1h 


= ep ro M an be born again, be can» 9 
not be intereſted in the Death of Carisr,, Þ 
as making Atonement- and Satisfaction for | 
kim: We are told, — that for this End 
ChnrrsvT both: died and; roſe-again—that he 
might be a PaTTERN- to us, of dying 10 
Nn, and being made alive unto. 


| _ Or 8 to ano 


Rom Vi. 10,1 A 


ther 


4 | 5 c eme WA * p 
* ther way of Expreſſion, - that our old Man 
 muget be eg with him; and: that we 


. might be raiſed, with him, to 
Fo * Wall in newneſs of Life. But 
now, this Defign of our Sa- 
Nn Death is Joſt: if we be not, in 
ſuch i Senſe, conformed to Him. 
= — Yea, if we conſider his Death as a Pro-. 
2 ' PITIATION for Sin, it will be unavailable 
EF to our Souls, except we are thus renewed. 
According to that common Diſtinction, 
"© CunisrT died to fave us--from our Sins, not 
in them. And his Death, without us, will 
not avail us; if there be not alſo this 
Work of the SpiIgIr, within us. Tis not 
= cnough, that Sarigſaction is made for Sin; 
it we are not allo delivered, by Almighty 
Grace, from the reigning Power of it. 
What would it ſignify to a condemn'd 
- Crnminal, to have a Pardon procur'd for 
bim; if at the ſame time he was ſick of a 
mortal Difiemper ? Except his Diſeaſe be 
"I healed, as well as the Sentence of Death 
* taken away, tis in vain to promiſe him 
Life: So, notwithſtanding the Purchaſe. 
of Pardon by J=svs. CHRIST, if the Di- 
2 of which we are a dying be not 
- alfo removed, we are undone. for FRE. 
Let the value of a 'REDEEMER'S! Blood. . 
be never ſo great, in the ſight of Gong * 
Veh if ir is we for Ren 
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Cleanſing, unto Us, weſhall be never the 
better for it. And therefore, except WE. 
are Born again, CunrisT cannot be 15 
Saviour to us. However me may, now, 
be called by his Name; yet, hereaſter he 


will profeſs, unto all that are Unregenerate, 
1 never knew You. 


No Man can. aalen the owe 
| reignty and Dominion of CHRIST, as the 
oſpel requires, unleſs ſuch a Change be 
wrought in him: And without this, no 4 
Man can be a real Chriftian. Tis by this 
means, that our Lon has appointed Sub- 
jects to be gathered, and Members to be. I 
admitted into his Kingdom. Hence it 
is, that Thoſe who belong to him, are aid 
to be called and choſen out of the Mond; 5. 
and to have à Life hid with :. 65 
Cunlsr in Gon; and ſo, ven col Up 3+ 
CHRIST, who is their Life, Gall appear, 
then fhall they alſo appear with bim in 
Glory. It is by being born again, that 
the Throne of a RæDERMER is fix'd in 
the Hearts of Men: And, by this alone, 4 
they are brought into a perfect Subjectioeon 2 2 
to his Method of ruling them. His Kings |: 285 
dom is not of this Mord; nor his manner. 
of governing, ſuited to che Forms of S- 
vernment here: And 'tis an Argument: 
* very Seat I ENOraner,. or ſomething 
75 "Es | | | War. 


Neceſſity of ng Bors again. 
5 Men to account themſelves, or 
Pretend to make others, the Subjects of 
*CnrisT's Kingdom, merely becauſe of 
| their outward Conformity to the Inſtitu- 
tions of his Worſhip, and their comply- 

2 ing with a particular Form of Church 

Government. Nothing leſs, than a tho- 

rough Change,. and Renovation of the. 

Heartand Mind,can tranſlate a Man, from 

the Kingdom and Power of Satan, to the | 

Kingdom of our Lomp JESUS CHRIST. 
On this account, as well as others be- 

fore - mention d, our Saviour might juſt». 

13 2 rep pak —_— --- That he ſhonld 

A a Ruler in Iſrael, yet r ſo in- 

= ſenſible, of ng vaſt Change 2 — make 

| 43 min a Man, to paſs from one Kingdom and 

Severnmeut, to anatber.: Whenever any 

Stranger came to ſettle amongſt the Fews,. 

on doch of his AIbrimtz, und 

| Manners, was ſo great; that, one would 
have expected, Nicodemus ſhould readily 

eonceive, of the Alteration that muſt be 
made in all ſuch, as became the Subjects 

- of Cnxisr's Kingdom: Which being a 

= Spiritual Kingdom, muſt needs differ ex- 

3 ccedingly from all the Kingdoms of %ige 

World; and ſo muſt require, a very dif- 

ferent Spirit, and turn of Mind, in kbar 

That. are. called to act 1 in it. 
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The N Neceſſing of being Bore FO 73 
In the Goſpel Scheme of Government, 
there are ſo many things, not only above, 
but ' contrary to, the Dictates of corrupt 
Reaſon ; 3 that, a Principle of ſpiritual di- 
vine Life muſt neceſſarily gain the Aſ- 
cendency, before ſuch Rules of Conduct 
and Behaviour can be duly obſerved. For 
Example; we are required to prefer the 
Intereſt of a RxpREMuRR, and his Reli- 
J. Zion in the World, above all our Enjoy. 
ments and Relations; yea, a- 170 
bove Life it ſelf: We are 
therefore farther re a e to be patient 
under Sufferings an -. 
ions; to be watchful aud 255 2 3 
conflant in our Devotions; 3 
to forgive: our Enemies, to de 
endeavour after their Con- , = l. . © 
ver/ion and Reformation 3 and 4 
to relieve, as we have Ability and op- 
portunity, the Neceſity of 
the Poor. Now let us, by J 
theſe and ſuch like things, try how far 
any Perſon, in a natural State, is like to 
be obedient to CurIsT; and to live in 
Subjection to him; and we ſhall ſoon 
find, that theſe are things ſo contrary to 
us, as, not to be comply'd with, till we 
are horny again. We are naturally fond 
of af Life, and the outward Comforts of it; 


__ o et at every thing that is trouble. 
„„ ſome... 


_ Luke xiv. 26, „ 


Gal. vi. 10. 5 


2 238 9 1 * wow. ret 
HY 4 r 82 
9 — n 8 

* * 20 +> pa * 


= Tfomeand painful to us; averſe to Prayer, 
earing, Reading, and the Exerciſes of 
Religion; full of Reſentment againſt 
ſuch as offend us; and ready to deſpiſe, 
and turn away from, thoſe thrar are in 
mean and diſtreſſed Circumſtances: So 
that except we are Changed, and made 
New Creatures, we ſhall never ſubmit to 
eh Rules of Conduct, as theſe are. 
Put all together, and then ask your 
ſeves; Can that Man be a Chriſtian, that 
neither learns of CHRIST as a Teacher ;-nor 
is intereſted in him as a Saviour; nor cam 
de ſübject ro him as a King? I wonder 
= Men are not afhamed of the Falfſnood of 
= . thoſe Pretenſions, that are ſo apparently 
different from their real Characters: Or: 
that any Man can ſatisfy himſelf with a. 
Profeſſion of Chriſtianity, who has no re- 
gard to the Import of ſuch a Profeſſion, 
and the Obligations under which it lays: 
. n 


him. 


— 


But the Formal Chriſtian will fay, 'Do- | 
not I perform the Duties of Religion, 
and attend upon the 'WYorſhip of GO D, 
according to the Direction of the Gof- | 
peel? yea, do I not comply with that pe- 
= - cular Inſtitution of a crucify'd Saviour, to 
= Cat. and drink at a Communion Table? 
Which many, concerning whom we may 
ut; | — — 


j 


. 9 bs 0 4 5 ; ** 4 + 3 ve ww” 4 y 
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13 wall, whe not yet go ſo fr ne i 45 —— 


And can 3 after all this be thought un- 17 85 NF 


worthy of the N ame of a a Chriſtian?” 


To ſuch I anſwer; That you have 115 


| deed a Claim to the ſacred Name, and 


by 4% 5 


to all the outward Privileges, of Chriſti- 
ans; and you are look'd upon, as ſuch, by 
Us: But, at the ſame time, you may ap- 


pear quite otherwiſe, in the Efteem and 


Account of Almighty Gon. 
The outward Performance of Religi 
ous Duties, however it may entitle us 
to the good Opinion of Men; yet cannot 


avail us in the ſight of Gop, if there be I 
not ſuch an Attention, ſuch an Affection, 9 


and ſuch a Steddineſs and Perſeverance, as 

the: Goſpel requires: In all which, the Ser- 

vices of thoſe Men, will be fone faulty, | 
8 who are Strangers to the new Birth. 


The natural Man, who is deſtitute of „ 


. Concern” about the Spirituality of his 
VP Worſhip, and the fixedneſ5 of his Heart 
Þ im Religious Exerciſes; as the Man that is 
ſavingly chang ' d; and rene wed, is acted by. 


à Principle of Divine Life, has no ſuch 


* An ira) Bevotion is what ſuch a one „ J 
* Contents himſelf with; altho' it goes no. 4.308 


further than a Li e or 
I, „ xxix, 13. 
ee 2 e FFT 
Wy | \ 5 t , 8 IIS: þ 


L e foul 1 


- Th «Neceſſity oftoing Born Wa 
Hence it comes to paſs that the Spirir 
774 cold and anafefted; and knows no- 
| Hg of that Feryour, and exceeding Plea- 
ſure, which the real Chriſtian is W hon 
1 5 tranſported with, Have I. not ſeen 
-xwo Perſons, joyning in the ſame Prayer, 
or hearing the ſame Sermon; yet as di- 
a in the Frame of their Minds, as 
Heaven and Earth? One trifling, _ 
W with his Eyes and his Thoughts, 
Aer a thouſand Vanities; when he that 
SH bas been next him, bas thought himſelf 
a At the very Gate of Heaven. One flcep- 
. or. it, may be, ſetting himſelf Wie | 
Shar is. ſaid ; when . in the fame 
5 e has been .cagerly catching every 
"AVord that has been ſpoken; and has 
1 that what he heard was enough 
"to command his Attention, for ever. Such 
: che Difference converting Grace makes. 
* = 'F arthers he that is , an Unregene- 
5 a: don weary of every good 
. n glad f Excuſes to put 

55 or make hort, every Exerciſe, of 4 

_ religious Nature; 5 is 9 51 upon 

Al reulin ccqſion, to i 

5 dur. 1 8 10 „off All. Nil the \ 

- #4 jerire always call upon "GedP. If it be 
For his Gain, or Preferment; or how 
. it appear heceflary for the 8 3 
What he has; he can h 2 afige Ins ky 
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cumſtances require. 


moveable, always abounding 
in the Work of the LoRxD. He 


that is born again, is wes with a Prin- 
ciple, that will carry him thro' all T ryalss 
and render him ſuperiour to all Oppofitis _ 
ons; and enable him to:conquer all Femp-- 
an, as to the final flue ß 
them,) which can be ſaid of no Other Man. 
Since, therefore, Men may attend up- 


parts of 


tations; (I mean, 


. on Sacraments, as well as other 
religious Worſhip, without a *. 

 - Temp er and Diſpoſition of Mind; the 

8 oaks to be Iook'd upon, as external 


Badges of Chriſtianity, not as certain E-. 7 


vilences of it. And from our o Ob- 

ſervation we are aſſured, that Sacramen- 
tal Vows and Promiſes are Very "ack | 
minded, in the making,---and mack leſs in 
the keeping of them,---by ſome that fres . 
quent thoſe Solemnities. Or if, at ſuch 
times, there may, be ſomething ( of a more 
than ordinary Seriouſneſs; yet, by one 
Wemptation or other, we very ofte i 
: thoſe facred Bands broken; and Perſom 
gde themſelves a Looſe to act, as if theyß 
5 5 5 © come ous ſuch e 

5, 8 iy TE | 0. 


- " 


Thighs af Religion: 1 in "oh wo 
material Points, can alter them: He is re- 
duy to do either, as the Times, and his Cir- 
Whereas the rea! 
Chriſtian is one that is ffedfaſt, and unxͤ- 


7 Cor. kv. 24. 


— = 
— x 
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38 The Neceſſity of being Born again. 


So that upon the whole, it can be no 


* i "Breach of Charity ro ſay, = that many are 


enroll'd among the Number of Commu- 
nicants, whoſe Names are not written in 


the Book of Life. And, therefore, there is 


aagreat deal of difference, betwixt a Man's 


being allo w' d, to pals for a Chriſtian, ou; 
rand his being found, really ſuch, at laſt; 
without which, He cannot be admitted in- 
to Heaven. 
But before I ſet my elf to enlarge on 
that, it is very fit to add; That, even at 


3 Preſent, the Jiftinguiſoing. Privileges and 


Bleffings of the real Chriſtian are ſuch, 
as theſe nominal Chriſtians intermeddle 
not with: It may be ſaid concerning them, 
with reference to theſe Privileges, that they 
have neither Part nor Lot in the Matter. 
The grand Bleſſing of the Goſpel is, 
Peace with Gon: But it is impoſſible to 
obtain this, if we are not made ne 
Oreatures. The: Favour of Gop, is in- 
_ deed, the Purchaſe of ChRISH; but 'tis 
what none, ſhall be intereſted i in, that are 
_ prepared for .it. He will never pre- 
ſent Any, to the Father, as Objects Was 
ſpecial 259 till they are it to be pre- 
ſented to him. We muſt be reſtored to 
the Likeneſs of the Deity, or we: can ne+ 
ver be reſtored to his —— 1 
e I it n the neu Birt 1 Which 
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Loe are created again in the Image of G A 
vecomes neceſſary to our being qualify d, 1 
for the Marks of his ſpecial Favour. 


. o * 


oF" another very high Privilege ,of the WM 


F Goſpel, is, our Union and Communion. with 
| CyrisT. We are made one with bim; 
and derive all our Supplies from him: 


N 
—_— 
35 
Ke, 2 
L ms 
2 1 


Which cannot poſſibly be, except the 


n 


ane Mind, be in us, which was alſo i, 
YZ CurisrT Jesvs: All the Members ß . 
his Body muſt, in ſome meaſure, be con- 
formed to their Head. Unleſs we ſhould 

ſuppoſe, that this myſtical Body is like the 

Image of  Nebuchadnezzar ; the Head 
Gold, but the Feet Iron and Clay: And 
then what muſt become of ſuch a Text as 
that, — Be ye holy, for I am holy? Orr 
where would be the juſt reaſoning of that ⁵ 
other place, —what Communion hath Light A 
with Darkneſs? and what Concord hath © 


. 


. a 


K 
1 


Py 4 


CHRIST with Belial? ii Cor. vi. 14, 17. 

Fiarther; we cannot have Peace in ur 
3 own Conſciences, nor obtain a ſettled com- 
poſed Temper of Mind, without ſuch a 
Change. This is neceſſary to remove our” 
Confuſions, our Guilt, our Fears, and ou. 


— * 


rei ping Corruptions. - _ en 
And then again; thoſe Joys and Conſo- 
lations that proceed from the good 8 51. I 
RI r of Gop, are only to be expected as 
conſequent upon on te Influences :. 
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II. That no Man ſpall enter into the 


*. 


Kingdom of Go p above, or dwell in his 
glorious Preſence in Heaven, unleſs be be 


born again. And here let me afreſh ſum- 


7 8 
4 < "x — 
0 * ” 4 2 of 
7 a 
| Hearr. 
” ns $*- 4 


mon the Attention of him,. that hears, 7 | 
or reads: If what has been ſaid, already, 


has made no ſuitable Impreſſions; yet ſome- 


thing may, now poſſibly, be offter'd that 
ſhall find a nearer and quicker way to thy 
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We Nereſſity of being Born agaiu. ox 7} 
May I not ſuppoſe; it is a Pleaſure ts 
1 thee, to Bear of Heaven? And that ther | Y 
art ſometimes, ready to alt of it too 
Nay, is not the Hope of being ſaved, bes 
come a familiar Expreſſion, in all parts oß 
thy Converſation? What, if after all the 
pleaſing things thou haſt heard of that 

liſsful Place, and all thy preſumpruous 
Hope of arriving at it, thou ſhould'ft ne- 


ver come there? Canſt thou bear ſuch a .. 
Thought, without being ſtartled and 
concern'd? Well, I am now in plain 


Terms to aſſure thee, that except thou 
art renewed, and born again, thou ſhalt 
neuer euter into Heaven. © „ 


1. Thy LoRD and Saviour has moſt - 
expreſly declared this, and his Faithfulneſs. 
ſtands engaged to make it good. Beſides 
the Text I am upon, and the Repetition 
of the ſame thing a little after; tis made 
as indiſpenſably neceſſary to Salvation; in 
other places of Scripture, as in theſe. 
Matth. xvii. 3. Except ye be converted, 
and become as little Children, ye ſhall not 
enter inte the Kingdom of Heaven. And 
again, Acts iii. 19. Repent he therefore _ 

and be converted, that your Sins may be 
blotted out, when the Times of refreſhing ſhall 05 
come from the Preſence of the Lox." And 

Heb. xii. 14. we are told, that ib 
a... x . . a 


. 


ant Holineſs a 0 nin ſoall ſees the by ORD; 
chars, Holmeſs of Nature, which is pro- 
= dugtive of Holineſs in the Life. Once 
= mote, Rev. xxi. He that /ate upon the 

= Throne, is. repreſented as ſaying, | Bebold, | 


Berit all 


4 . there ſhall in na wiſe enter into it (the Nea- 
= peat — 


ſpoken in his Word. Vet ſo it is; that, f 


2 2 Gon will be ſo gracious and er. 
_ ciful. as the Scriptures repreſent him 3 
there are others of more ſanguine Tem- 


þ "ou. not e to endleſs Miſc-/ 


£ make af things new : Upon this it is, 
that: thoſe who #vercome, are made 1 in- 
things even as thus: reuswed: 
But without this, it is abſolutely: deter- 
mind, in the lad Yer/e of that Chaprer, 


any thing that Reb. 
Now can # be expected that, after 
all this, by ob ſhould not keep to his 
Word? If ſuch Declarations as theſe' be 
Jook'd upon as falſe, the Promiſes of 
HFappineſs Jjoyn'd with them | mult be 
_ Halle. Eu: 
They are wreichad: Miſtakes; which; 
on both hands, Men run into; when they 


think, that an infinitely holy anchangea-' 


ble Son will deal, either more mercifully, MF 
or more ſevereln, with them, than he bas 


0 1 
© 4 


whilſt ſome of timerous and melancholy: 
Diſpoſitions, can hardly be perſuaded to 


pers, that are ready to conclude, Gop 
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et be a proper Object of that Honour, & 
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py altho' = 85 in {thoſe Sins, a agtinſt 
which, | everlaſting Deſtruction from the 
Preſence of the Lo RD, is moſt: xz] 
denounced. Thus Men are ready to 
_ Judge, of the great Go p, by themſelues; 
and becaufe They do not ſo carefully ob- 
ſerve their friendly Promiſes, nor ſo ally 
execute their haſty Threatnings, as to make 
em good without varying from them, 3 
— hey: conclude it is thus with 2 
Go 5 = In 

vocals of all Reli ligt on, is the TR = 
of Gon. For if it could be ſap polec, I 8 
that Gon dealt deceitfully with his 15 rea- 
duese, or NE: be would oy from x] 2 9 


le very Foundations, a? 


cedure dias to. come cicher Berrers] er Y 
Worſe than his ue he would no long- 


Truſt, Dr ediepee, which He requires 
of us. Whereſoever therefore, any thing 
is expreſly inſiſted on as a Term of Salvati- 
on, Ao can be no diſpenſing with i it; 
no Admiffion: into Heaven without 1 
nor will any thing, of our contr wing, be 
accepted in the room of it. A 
It is not what way I would arefteibi./ 
if I was to chuſe the Method of obtain- 
ing eternal Life; but the way ſetrled ah 
2 Gop;' wa every Man ought | 

3 


a ans! ; * : PTC 4 
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. 1 255 e Born dew. 


rudy, and with which he muſt in- 
7 2 - Reh comply. Let Men lay what Schemes 
e Salvation they pleaſe; let em inſiſt 
2 upon the common Forms of Worſhip, -or 
Heat and Zeal for a particular Party, 
as the way to Heaven; or let em con- 
trive, in ſome fingular and reſerved way of i} 
#beir own, to give up themſelves to Goo; 
yet if no real thoro Change be made in 
their Souls, they are ſtill to ſeek ſor the 


7% = true way to Salvation. * is the 7 ren 


BE admit ſuch, into his Preſence and Favour, as 


nion of eur Lo RH und 
over on Earth ſhall be never able to re 
>. ter his Meaſures and Proceedings, 25 
4 Man be ben again, be cannot ſce 
em of Gon. If it was — * 
Do ine Goodneſs, and Perfection, to 
= ſuch a Declaration; infinite Truth, and YT 
=_— Jufticc, require it ſhould be made g 3 
1 8 o p will not act, inconſiſtently. 1 
.z his Werd, to are r. But confades 


= AN bh is ; betty 3 Fa the "a 
> gd ta, of G oD, (as well as his. 
3g ithfulneſs and Unchangableneſs,) 10 


are unſanctify d and unrenewed. The Scrip- 

ture has deſcribed the Abborrence which. 7 
there is to Sin in the Divine Nature, 
5 1 cn ys; met ler d.. 


- 


be Nireſſiy Wee again. 8 
and deteſtable. A Creature lying n, 
Blood, and in a State of Purrefaction og” N 5 = 
not more ſhocking and of- 3 
fenſive to as; than one that 
hes in Sin, is to G o D. Yea, Das Þ Z 
ſelf, which to our Nature is the moſt WM 
terrible of all things, cannot be more 
our Averſion, than Fin is the Averſion f 
a holy Gop. Thoſe who live "> 
are therefore ſaid to be dead 
an Treſpaſſes and Sins. By __ 
theſe Repreſentations, we may form ene | Y 
Notion of Sin's Contradiction to the ö 
divine Nature; and thence we muſt con- 
clude, the neceſſity of its being taken a- 
wayz before we can be admitted into the = 
' favourable Preſence of GOD. 2 
Farther; we read, of Gop's bating the * 
Porters of Tniquity, and of his beir 
angry with the Witked every Day; whi ** 
are Expreſſions that undoubtedly intimate, 
his being as effectually turn'd away from, 
wor ſet againſt, impenitent unrenewed Sin- 
ners; as we are, againſt thoſe things, that 
are the Objects of our Hatred or delle 
Anger. For, tho” we are by no means to 
think, there are ſuch Paſſions as theſe in ' 
Almighty God; yet we may conceive, of 
his dealing with the Wicked, by a wiſe and 
= prudent Magiſtrate's dealing with thoſe, 
= 7 wi done all that ever they could to 
. 5 e . 
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es into Contempt. | 


= 
* * 

9 
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But, that I may give you the clearer 
Motion of Gop's abhorring and reject- 
ing the Vorkers of Tniguity, you may 


— « 


make the account of their Caſe, in ſhort, | 
thus: Man being, at firſt, made up of two 
=_ different Natures, HFleſb and Spirit; the 


Las of his Creation, moſt certainly 


Dickates of that Nature which was. the 
be and molt excellent : This, his Ma- 


bare expected. However, ſuch was Man's 


* 


Vi He was ſoon drawn away to grati- 
= fy his Senſes, whilſt he diſgraced his ber- 
= tr Powers. Hereupon his Maker, being 
njiuſtly diſpleaſed, appointed the Separation 
= of that Soul and ) 

= actcd ſo ih when united. Nevertheleſs, 
=— after he had appointed it unto Men 10 die, 
he contriv'd a farther way for recovering 
= the Soul, out of this unhappy Subjectian 
0 ſenſible and corruptible things: And 
promis'd, upon ſuch a Reſtoration of the 
Vo, to reſtore that Happineſs Man had 
; yea, to raiſe him to a Heavenly Pa- 
a. Now, if notwithſtanding ſuch 
= - Grace as this, Men will ftill prefer the 
= AAnma} Life, above the Spiritual; what 


8 * 1 
-Þ he 


= ohlig'd him, to have been govern'd by the | 
Sin and Folly, that it proved quite other- 


Body, by Death, . which 


= Ker requir' d: This, in reaſon, one would 
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| can a che — bur — their thrown? 
ſuch an aggravated; C 1 upon 5 A 
| Father of PII EEO, Spiritual H | 4 
pineſs he p in their: 
ment — "Bath: 1 CO how: can 
it be otherwiſe, whilſt they are purſuing : 
& thoſe-things which carry them, {till fars- EL 
rer, and farther, from the divine Being, 
but, that at laſt they ſhpuld be remoy d to 
an eternal Diſtance: from that Gp, to 
whom they have made themſelves urterly- 4 
Aiſagreeabls? And. it will follow W 1 
| hence, that, = 

3. The enen Mind is as much ot _ 
againſt the Happineſs of Heaven, as the *Mf 
great Gon is ſet againſt. the Admiſion of - 
ſurb a one into it. So that if we _ 
7 conceive: of an unregenerate Perſon, as 
actually got into the Preſence of Gon 
above, it would be no Happineſs to hin. 
to be there. 1 
Can two walk! together, ſays che; FO 2 
1 phet, except they be agreed? Would it be 
any Pleaſure for two Perſons to Jive con- 
tinually together, whoſe Inclinations 4 * 
Wills, and Diſpoſitions are eppo/ite' and 
croſs to each other? Would there not be | 
an carneſt deſite of more ſuitable-Coms- = 
pany and. Society? What yon then 
4 = can a Man, that i 18 ſet upon things ene 4 
* a n in the e Preſence a 
Non D . that. 
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1 5 2 whoſe Nature, and Will, and 


is intirely /piritual and %% 
Either Gon, 4 the: Sinner, mult" be 
thanged, before there ean bo any Agres- 
ment between them: And tilt there is a 
Conformity and an Agreeableneſ: 
enn be no Happineſs-: And ſo to bend an 


Eternity together, would be a moſt un- 


defirable thing. Now, can the Sinner 
be fo fooliſh and blaſphemous as to ima: 
zine, that Gov ſnouſd ceaſe to be in- 
nitely perfect and holy? or that he ſhould 
become ſuch a one as bimſelf? Common 


Senſe, one would think, could not fail of 4 
Airrecting him rather to conclude, — that the 8 


Change muſt be in His n Soul; and 
that Bit Will muſt be brought to the 
Will of his LoRp, and his. Nature con- 
formed to the divine Nature, in order 
to his dwelling in the bliſsful Preſence 
of Gov. 


An unrenewed Mind is no o Way ſuit | 


able eicher to: the Company, the En- 
—— „ or the Entertainments | of 
ven | 

The Company of thoſe that inhabit tle 
World above, muſt needs be diſagreea- 
ble, to an unholy Soul. For, ſince Gon 
himſelf is ſo, (as we have juſt been argue 
ing) all. they that are conformed to 
> 27250 and whoſe ä conſiſts in the 
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_ enjoyment of him, muſt-conſequently be; 
diſagreeable ioo. Jesvs Curisr is the, 
expreſs Image of the Father, in Holineſs, © Þ 

as: well as other PerfeRtionsz and a 
was his Character on Earth, tis his Glo# „ 
ry in Heaven, to be ſeparate from Sin- 
ners. Holy Angels even in their appear= * 
ance to good Men, here below, have filld 
'em with confuſion and dread; and how 
then, ſhall the whole Hoſt of Heaven, inn 
all their Splendour and Purity, be endured* © {i 

by ſinful Men? The Spirits of Ju Men 
that are perfected above, are ſuch as tæekæ 

Sinner hated', ſcorn'd, perſecuted, or.” Þ 
liv'd in a conſtant diſlike to, in this 

World; and can they then be 'happy * 5 
together in another World, when the 
Difference between em is greatned, by _ 1 
the conſummate Holineſs of the one, 
and the encreaſed Prejudices of the o- 
ther? Their Sing in a State of Enmity, 
has made that Enmity an unalterable 

thing. Lay all this together, and if an 

unholy Perſon would not find one Com- 
panion like himſelf in Heaven, think, 
what Pleaſure he could have in the So- 


ciety of the Bleſſed, ſuppoſing it were 
| poſſible for him to get among them. J 
Again; the Employments of Heaven? 
would not ſuit the Temper and Inclinazs> |} 
tions of ſuch a one, any more than tze 
„„ | Ds (o 
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” eee. 6f the Things 
of Gov, and Religion, is what he has 
meer inur'd bimſelf to; his Temper: has 
been too much fer againſt Serious Con fe. 
= tion, ever to take pleaſure in ſuch 
m Exercife. And the Services of An- 
8h, who arc always fulfilling the Pleaſure 
= their Loft, would go quite againſt 
tze grain of the Sinner's Inclinations; 
= who has been us'd to ſeck bis own Plea- 
= fire; and to conſult bis own ill, in all his þ 
Actions. Inſtead of praying, that zhe Mi 4 
= of Gop might be done on Earth as it is 
= # Heaven, he would wiſh the aire 
© contrary; that there might be. 0 other 
doing of the Will of Gop in Heaven, 
than what he had been 2d to here on 

Barth" that is, not to regard it at all. 
Yea, farther; the very Praiſes and Tri- 
umpbs of Heaven, would be unſuitable: to 
an unrenewed Mind; Such à one could 
by no means bear a part in that ſolemmn 
= Keclanetivn;: Holy, Holy, Holy Lok D. 
= Gov Almighty, fince he had no admi- ö 
Thoughts of Gop's Holineſs. Nor 4 
. 5 He ever joyn in that Song of be 

Lanb, Glory to him that hath /oved us 
and waſhed us from our 'Sins' in his own. || 
— Blood, ſo long as he remain'd unſani. | 9 
= Hoe and vnrenewed.. "RO Employnents 9 
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Te es Ws ag 94.4 
as theſe; cou,j afford no Pleaſuge ths! = 3 
wicked Ma. 1544 if 
Hence it ee Sollows. chat he 1 
Fr and Joys of Heaven, Would 
by no means anſwer the wiſhes and de. 2 
ſires of an Unregenerate Soul, tho? Oo I 
in the midſt of them The ſubſtantial A 
ppine (s of the Heavenly Inhabitangs, 3 

eonſiſts in the Knowledge,, and: Love f 
 GoD: But I need not ſay more to prove, 
that an unrenewed. Soul is uncapable of =—_ 
this: I ſhall- only add, that by this - 
capacity, ſuch a one muſt needs ſuffer the 
Eternal Loſs of all thoſe Joys, which ariſe 
trom a bebolding the unveiled Glories;of 
„the Deity ;- and alſo of all thoſe, which Þ} 
are wrapt up, in that high ſatisfaction: 1 
. FF that reſults from the Loving, and tn⁰ο]’ðꝛ.. 
ing we are belov'd, by the greateſt and 
0. 7 beſt Being in the Univerſe. At the ſame 
1 rtime, the Unholy Soul is a perfect Sttan? 
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ger to all thoſe Tranſports, that are aw» 1} 
ing to a review of the Methods of Con- 
ver ting Gracez, and can taſte nothing f 
r the Bliſs, that ſprings from a aches in- 4 
24 difjoluble Friendſhip with Holy. Intelligensn 
= 

} 


3 Fpirirs. And, upon the Reaſons already 3 
„ alledg's, che fame t bade of ee 4 
1 e Joy of ane t 0s 


„ let me e you ſeriouſly 
. to the n — : 
Matter: Anal there is one Truth, which 
J upprehend will appear with great Evi- 

= dence, after what has been ſaid; namely, 
1 hat a great deal more, is neceſſary, than is 
= rommonly imagined, . to: reconcile - you to 
Heaven and Happineſs of Chriſtians. ; 
There is not only a Difficulty, in bring- 
ing Men to the Goſpel- Terms, of obtain- 
ing Happineſs; but even in reconciling; | 
= them, to the Happineſs ir ſelf. The Chri- 
EF  ftian's Heaven is not a Mabomet's Para- 
BD iſe, a Place of ſenſual Delights and En- 
FPeyments 3 but it is a Spiritual Felicity, 
= and ſuch only as can be Sway * pure # 
= - Intellectual Beings. [| 
That Man, therefore, talks of he knows + 1 
not what, that can talk of going to Hea- 
ven, whilſt his Buſineſs, or Pleaſures, or 
Poſſeſſions here, engroſs his Thoughts 
and Affections- Thou muſt have Reliſiu- 
es, of a very different nature from thoſe 
of the Senſualiſt and the Worldling, be- 
fote thou canſt be happy with GOo p, 
= and the Glorified Spirits above. 
If then, thou haſt ever made it thy 
wiſh: to die the Death of the Righteous 3 
remember, that now thou, art told, thow WM 
muſt in thy life-time become Righteous, .. i 


IM * being thus renewed and Born Aan. : 1 
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— Ring Borws g 63: ® 
or that 'wihh will. avail. thee - e = 
But whether thou art · convinced of this. 4% 
or not, I-muſt, for the preſent,” .ceale - Þ| 
W arguing: with thee, and cloſe this Chap- 8 
ter: Which'I ſhall do, with theſe rwo.. 
| Sy from what has been _ 77 AF 
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„ IVe- may inferr; * are. bat 15 — 7 
that ſhall be Saved. It ſuch Spiritaauß 
be neceſſary to prepare Men for Heauen; 
(without any thing of an. Uncharitable 
Cenforious Temper, ) we may conclude; 

JF that very Few are going thither- Thus 4 

much, our LoRD told his Diſciples in 1 

Lis Day; and this, we have abundant * bo 

= fon to apply-alfo to our D. Y 

Take an accoum, of theſe that; lived + i 

54 Atheiſm and Unbelief . and that will not 

a eknowiledge, or ſerve G op at all. 
= Then compute the number, of thoſe. | 
chat worſhip: Go Vaialy, in an Idola- 

trous Superſtitious manner, and reſting 
in their. Badily Worſhip and Der 

rion: 
After that, look over the crew. of 
common Profane. Swearers,. and Blas 

1 mers of the Name of Goo: © 

4 - Reckon up all thoſe, that live in * AY 1 
| fc Profucaion arms 8 DA ] 
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I : 8 to eie Lal. f Auch ita are 
9 | queer, Diſobedicnce, - TRY nt 

ers; or laweful Govert 10 0 
Tell over the bamberg 0f, thols, that 
are notorious for Drunkenneſs, Intempe - 
rance, or for Revenge and deſtructive 
Paſſions, whereby they ſhorten their 
| 8 onbike auiey the Lives do. = 
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At 0 A "A DIY | | 
down all. thole,. that are 


=— - for. er ar c or F ornication, or iber 
= habitual Uncleanneſs: = * 
Go on to thoſe, that thrive bs njut | 
® Means; fuch as Robbery ,. bud, _ | 
be. — a 97g 9.7 ed; 9 9 
b 2 Survey the: crowd of ocz, that are a 
Wgwen up to a Spirit of Lying and Falſe- W- 
2 — even an weir: ſolema ö J 
k 
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DOaths, and en Wirneſs' in Courts of 

e ee 
And once More, find out: the; refilefs. | 
b 3 Tribe of thoſe, chat are Vagrants from 
tte Stations itz Which Gon had _ 
them in the World; or that are covet - 
great deal of it, and never fatisfied 
with he Allotments of Providence: 
And when you” have joyned all — 
bogsther⸗ erg the Number of ſuch as are re- 
ne well and farctiſied, will be found coni- 
atively very n And a you may 
not 


ms 6 
= 0 
VF 
uh 
[ 
. 


4 * — 
8 | 
3 . 
hab oS& Aa 


as 


9 


5 ls * 12 * TH 


s y x | þ : g . 
* N TX "LA: EFT. 4 y = ow >a TOS TEN g Ga a — 
8 N 22 W 9 1 * 3 
LE IO | 5 ann e 
©; oh ox Yes 8 


The Nacht ty 0 being B Pak gain. 65 
obe afraid to ſet down Any, as Und 535 
te, who live in one or more of tbe 
afqfe mentioned Sins, take that Text in 
me 1 Ep. John iii. 9. along with you in 
vour computation; A hoſoc ver is Bonn of 
= Go DD, doth not commit Sin; that is, ſo as 
to love it, and live in it. And then, 
where-ever you ſee a Perſon that does ha- 
bitually commit Sin, and continue in t, 
you may, without ſcruple, place him a- 
mongſt thoſe that are not Born of Goo. 
But then,  befides ſuch as live in ow: = 4 
torious Wickedneſs, you are to take ian 
all ſuch as reſt in an_outward Appearunes 4 
Jof Religion, whilſt they are Strangers® i 
to the Spiritual Divius Life,. and the wt 4 
WI 20dleft Exerciſes of it: Such as take up a 
© Profeſſion, merely from their Education, 
or from External Motives and Induces I 
ments; and owe all their Reſtraints from 
Sin, to theſe; And ſuch as have once made 
Js ſtricter Profeſſion, but degenerate ane 
fall from it: And, after all theſe are ad- 
I ded to the afore· mentioned numbers of 
Tranſgreſſors, how few ſhall we meet 
with that are ſavingly renewed? = 
In your computations of this kind. 
you are directed by that of our Saviour 
Fin the vii. of Matib. the latter end Not 
every one that ſaith Loxp, Log, &c. 
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CA RVP 
de Neceſſity of being Born again. 
lIl.ͤe Deſign of all this, is, not to diſ- 
dourage Mens attempts; but to put em 
upon contending, with the greater ear- 
= neſtneſs; and ſnewing a more ardent de- 
= fire, of being found among the Few that 
ball be ſaved; We muſt not only /cek, but 
=_ ſrive,.to enter in at the ſtrait gate; and 
=_ that for this very Reaſon; becauſe many 
tall ſeek to enter in, (by an outward pro- 
feſſion, or ſome faint Endeavours,) that. 


ſhould 


R 
* 4 > 
— 


—_ > real 
Didrine of Chris * ey ic negletted: Ne- 
ver was there n Aon, for the exer- 
= Cciſc of ſuch a Compaſſion, than in the 
= preſent Age; when Party Zeal is rais'd i 
= ©» fuch-a. Height, and rue Riety ſunk : 
= fo low. Are there not many, who ! 
= would now be thought the only Prophets 
of the Lo R, that lay more ſtreſs, upon 
| 
7 
1 
' 
' 


a Mm RS , acdc 


= outward. Forms and Ceremonies, than 
upon Faith and Repentance? and make 

more to depend upon their uu way of 
Adminiſtring Bapri/m, and the Lo RD’s 

=— — Swpper, than upon thoſe Qualification. 
without which NO Adminiſtration of 
meſe Sacraments can be available? Nay, 
ee there not thoſe, who have laid the 
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and on way to Heaven? Alas Man! 
thy crying up the Church, and being f 
this or the other Party in it, will not fttand. #4 
tbee in ſtead at the Bar of Gop, if 
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whole ſtreſs, of our acceptance wittrt 


Go p, upon a Point of Civil Government 


As if it was of more importance, to em 


brace a Set of notions of that: kind, than. 


to obſerve ſuch a Doctrine as this I am: 
upon, which our Saviour thought: . 
fit to prefer to all others. » © 
What Political and State- Orations,. © 


have of late been the weekly Entertain- 
ment of our moſt Solemn Aſſemblies ? 
yea, what trifling and Childiſh Harangues,. 


Wy have ſome of the greate#- Audiences in 


this City, and Nation, been · amus'd with? 
Conver ſion, and Santtification, have been 


lighted; and Contempt thrown upon, 
aboſe, ho- were moſt in earneſt, in recom Þþ 
mending theſe things. By ſome,” rhey 
bave not been believed, nor by others 
under ſtood, and by very few inffted on, 
Jas they ought to be. And ſhall we not. 
" Pity thoſe, who are going on confidently. Þ} 
Min an Opinion of 'themſelves, upon ſome 
aoutward Adyantages; when, at the ſame 
time, they are Strangers to the true 
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thou knoweſt not. what it is to be Born 
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68 The Neceſſity being Born again 
* Thou mayſt deſpiſe this way of preach - 
20g, and writing, if thou pleaſeſt; only 
know this, — that in ſo, doing thou doſt. 
not deſpiſe Man, but 2 All the 
Texts J have quoted, muſt be blotted out 
of the Bible, before thou canſt juſtifie 1 
uch Contempt. Thou muſt find out 
ſome other Heaven, inſtead of that I have 
9 deſcribing; and take up ſome -0ber 
8 r inſtead of that of a Chriſtian; be- 
Fore thou canſt ſet aſide Zank off 
Regeneration. „ Yo i Sea 


80 that every Wiſe I Good. Man, A 
- el lay it to heart, that a Work 
f this nature is ſo much at a ſtand. And. 
let Vou, and I, make 
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11 277 again does 914 as alſo th 
ec of it, if we would ſee the King- 
1 dom of GoD; (that is, if we would be . 
WW cither rea} Chriſtians in this World, 
| glorified Spirits in another; 55 : 4 oe 
| 
| 


now ſuppoſe the Language, of fome 
WW Convinced Sinner, to be fuch as this # 
O tell me, what Courſe T ſhall take 
4 to get out of my Sinful State, and to getfñ 
an Intereſt in the Renewin Sanctify 
W< ing Grace of Gop: what hall 1 as 15 5 
e Saved? and in order to that, what 3 
<< {hall T do thar I may be Born again? 
lk this be the unfeigned Diſpoſition of 1 
MF your Mind, tis one great ſtep towards Se 
| | a, ſaving Change! Tr includes in it, 4 
ſenſe of your being in a Loſt and miſtra- 
e Condition, whilſt in a State of Sin: 
| "ih 


And at the ſame time, a moſt hearty 8 
1 know ledgment that the Cain of the whole, i 
ard, and the fulleſt enjoyment E 
188 things, Which are vain and 
i periſhing, can © ole make an amends for 3 
AY, By as Lo er" Souls." It includes far- 
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m choſe of Sin, But yet, how to have 


mis fils your Breaſts with the greatcit i 
= anxicty, and employs your Thoughts in 


= Afcriouſly conſider what has been ſaid in 
che foregoing- Chapter, and I am perſua- 
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tber, ſomething of a defire toward Go 
and Heaven, and Spiritual things; that 
you cannot be eaſie, under the thought 
ef being for ever rejected, and caſt off 
by Almighty Gow : nay, that you are 
convinced, there is more real ſatisfaction, i 
in the ways of Religion, at preſent, than 


your- Hearts ſo changed, and renewed, as 
to get out of the State you are in; and 
to get rid of your £rf#} Inclinations to 
* ſenſible Oljects; and to ſerve Go p, and 


- 


- reftlels Contrivances and Concern. 

I any ſhould caſt their Eyes upon 
- This Paſſage, who are not got ſo far as 
1 here ſuppoſe the Reader to be; let em 


* 


duce ſuch a Temper of Mind. = 
- But where this is truly the Caſe, I ix 
think the following Directians may be 


ded nothing more will be needful to pro- 


to a ſafe and renewed State. Only, 
Here, I muſt beſpeak the Reader's fu!- f 
| left and ſtrongeſt Reſolution to comply 
= with what is ſuggeſted, under every 
= Particular that ſhall be laid before him: I 
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t is not the obſerving of one, 8 5 1 
0 the Directions J am going to mention, 
Wt hat muſt be endeavour'd after; I mean, - 
0 o far as they appear proper and neceſſary 
Wo ſecure this great End, your being 
ll Born again. To begin, chen, with | thay 


Which is moſt eaſie; 


I. Be very careful, ond eds. E 


We tending upon the Preaching of Gop 's 
* Vord. Faith comes by bear- 
A ing, and bearing by the word 
„ Gop. He has appointed, a fanding 3 
liniſiry, for this very End; that thy 1 
Frruths and Duties of Religion, may be 
=o explain'd, and enforc'd, as to render 1 
them impreſſive, and effectual to change 

and rule the Hearts of Men. And where 
1 Gop is pleas'd, by inward Grace, to 
Wconcur with the outward Diſpenſation 
of his Word, even that preaching'w: | 
may ſeem very unlikely to produce ſuch 
n effect as the new Birth, ſhall yet be- 


Rom. X. 17. 


lich 


come the Power of Go D unto Salvation, 5 


1 

Rom 

© ol * oe | 
28 
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You may, perhaps, be CY now % 


iſb, that GO would ſend an Ange! 


from Heaven; or as the Rich Man re- 


E in the Parable, that he would _ 
| wud one POTTY. Jon the — to 


oform. 


8 . „ * 
. 
, 3 
1 N . * 5 
» * * 
* 
I 


3 8 
- = G 


% 


I Y way could He find, 


Ke. 4 I 
EI . 
. En 
3 7 
= * ' * 
w . * 5 + * 
”, 1 . x 
" Fg * * 
9 % 
EY — 
* S 
= * 
” 


s by WW fo obtain 


ori Sour d Minds; and to do ſome great, 
and miraculous thing for you. But when 
e to look for Help from thoſe, 
of "the ſame Inſirmities and Paſſions with 


out ſelyes, you may think that very: little | 


like to be done for you. 

Let me, therefore, argue this Mat- 
ter briefly with you: What could. 75 
Angel, or one from the Dead, 
more, than is ſaid in the Goſpel? or 4 
could He do more, to prove the Truth 
of what He ſaid, than has been done 
by CHRIST and his 4 145 Ales? or what 

to the Hearts en 

Sonſciences of Men, that ſhould 
Him a greater Power and Influence over 
them, than ſuch Appearances of G o p 
and Angels have formerly bad? If an An- 
a was to appear but once, it would by 
o. means equal the Force, of the aaily 
Ptcadings and Inſtructions of Go 's 


Miniſlers. And if an Angel Was to live a- 


mongſt us, he would, in time, we have 
reaſon to believe, meet with no better 
Treatment than the Lok p of Angels did. 
There is a great deal of differchee, berween 
fartling or - terrifying * the Mind, and 
Forking a thorough Change in it, 8 

paritions from the other World, mi 15 
alarm us, for a while; but the Operation 
of Almighty Grace „ by and with the 
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Goſpel, is only able to change and ne- 1 
mould the Heart. And Gop has given 
this Treaſure in Earthen Veſſels; that the - 


Excellency of the Power might appear to 
be of him, and not of us, 2 Cor. iv. 7. 
Attend, therefore, upon the preaching of 
the Goſpel, as believing it to be the Or- 
dinance of Gop : and let not the Means be 
thought inſufficient to gain their Eud, 
when under the Direction, and accompa- 


ny'd with the Bleſſing, of Him that cam 8 


do all things. You are not, indeed, to 
look for any thing from us, as though by 
our own Power or Skill we could bring 
you to Gop: But, your Expectation be- 
ing once fix'd on Gop, you cannot look 
for too much, from Him. 
Yet here it muſt be added; that next 
to your having a Hope thus fix'd on 
Gop; it is your Widom, and your Du- 
ty, to chuſe that Miniſtry ſtatedly to attend 
upon, which you find moſt inſtructive and 
intelligible, moſt ſerious and affecting; 
And to be thankful to G op, if you meet 
with Men whoſe Gifts, and manner of dife 
penſing the Goſpel, become ſuitable to 
you. „ 110 EE 
And, when at any time you find your 
ſelves under Convictions, there ought to 
be the utmoſt Concern that this Grace of 
Oo be nor receiv'd in vain; or in other 
ST S* --- _ Word 


a 
>. #74, "Direttiis bb to obtain 


13 that ſuch Convictions be 5 
%%. For by ſtifling or turning away from 
them, the moſt agreeable and uſeſul 
Rnaiſtry will ceaſe to be of any 76a. Benefir 
and Service to you: And by excuſing, 
from time to time, your regard to the Im- 
preſſions which are made on your Minds, 
the moſt important things will loſe their 
Furce; and the moſt earneſt Solicitations, 
will become, but as an ancertain, unheeded 
Sound. : a 
Moreover, you ſhould be very careful | 
not to abſent your ſelves wilfully, or for | 
Night and trivial Reaſons, from the Place 
of publick Worſbip. What knoweſt thou, 
but that very Sermon, which thou turn- | 
edſt away from, might have done more 
For thee, than all that ever thou heard'it . 
in thy Life? What knoweſt thou, but 
chat very time, Go might have given 
| 3 ” ſome ſecret and particular Inſtructions to 
EY © the Preacher, to deliver thoſe things that 
hould have reach'd and chang'd thy 
Heart? When through a ſluggiſh, orl 
worldly, or vain and trifling Tem . 75 thou 
waſt kept from the Afembly. of. N GOD 
Pio oo #: 8 
There is one Caution, bower 1. the F 
tis proper to ſubjoin here; namely, noi 
20 look for a 10 ſudden and mi 
in taculous 


N 


Sometimes indeed it has been ſo, that a 


Degrees +. than, that it 


traordinary Caſes it has been. One Point, 
may more eaſily be gain'd upon us, by one 
Sermon; and another, by another Ser- 
mon; and a regular Attention to a Courſe 


of theſe, may do that for us, which one 


yet, if there be a gradual. Light and 
Change, by a regular continued Atten- 


vou may ſafely conclude your ſelves to be 
ne, is like opening the Shutters of a 


| full Light into a Room, at once. The re- 


E 2 


oY 


non to the Diſpenſation of Gop's Word, 0 
born again thereby. The Renovation of 


Window, at Noon Bay; and letting in, a 


2 * | WF” | +. Yo, : X * * "it N. 5 Wo 2 
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done upon your Souls by one Sermon. 
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ſhould encreaſe gradually; and ſo the 
Change be carried on, by /ower Steps and 

ſhould be brought 
about with ſuch Y7olence, as in ſome ex- 


Diſcourſe could not ſo well have done. 
So chat if you ſhould not find your ſelves. 
wrought upon, in that extraordinary man 
ner, which has been the Caſe of fomey 4 
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= - © "Pirections Hove 70 obtain 
newing of others, is like the breaking in 
of the Morning's Light, into a Room 
which has all its Windows open to re- 
ceive it: It appears very dim at firſt, but 
Increaſes gradually, till at laſt, the Room 
is bright'ned and irradiated with the 
Noon Day's Sun. 
So that, upon the whole, you ſee what 
8 there is, for this Advice, and What 
Regard, ought to be had to it; To be 
conſtant, and diligent, in attending upon 
the preaching of Gop's Word, in order to 
85 being renewed and born again. | 


II. There muſt be Gow time allow'd, and 
fer apart, for Retirement, and ſerious 
85 e. If the Heart be affected, 
1 ut upon any good Purpoſes and Re- 
1 aus tions, in the time of publick Worſhip; 
you mult endeavour, when that is over, 
to cheriſh ſuch Impreſſions; and to put, 
in Execution, your good Intent ions: Let 
it be your Care, as faſt as you can, to 
get into ſome ſecret Place; where you 
may be out of the reach of every thing 
that would divert, or diſtract you: And 
then, putting your ſelves hes the beſt 
Poſture for ſerious Thoughtfulneſs that 
you are able, le thoſe things that have 
engaged your Attention in publick, be 
_ to mind 1 1 more aint) ap- 
| ol Oe 
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"FR to your o o State and Condition in 
wivate. 7 

Whilſt there is a ſhunring of Retires 5 
ment, and Conſi deration, the ſtrongeſt 
Convictions will not be able to make any 
real and laſting Change, either in your 
Fempers, or your Lives. Serious Thought- 
fulneſs is neceſſary, to give every Con- 
viction its proper Force: By this, we ſnal! 
be led to contrive Matters fo, as that we". . 4 
may afterward ſuit our Converſation, and ⁵ 
Behaviour, to the Impreſfions that are 
made upon us. Thus much, we are plain- 
ly taught, from that known Paſſage of the 
Pſalmiſt; I thought on my 7 
Ways, and turned my Peet 
unto thy Teſtimonies He thought, and then 
he zuru'd; Yea, his thinking cloſely, and 
ſeriouſly, 'engag'd him immediately to (op. 
about his Duty; I made haſte, 0 
and delayed not, to keep thy 
Commandments. . 
Sometimes, afictive Providences may oh 
be very ſerviceable, to promote a thought- 

ful and retired Diſpoſition - of Mind. 
And this kind of T — may "2 
ſtill as effectual, if follow'd and im- 
prov'd, to produce a thorough Change, 
as that, which proceeds from a being affe- 
Red in hearing the Mord of Go p. It is bx 
Aﬀlitions, and Dittreſles,- only, that ſome 4 
0 1 Menn; 7} 


Pſal. . cxix. 59. W 1 


verſe 60. 


4 gay — 15 Fancy, is Fon". Y 


nature of all ſenſible Enjoyments; there 


Hence it is that the Prodigal in the Pa- 
valle, is repreſented as firſt coming to him 
el, — and then returning to his p 9 
© After a diſtracted, and thoughtleſs Life, 

F his Husks brought. him to think, of- his. 

Fab, and his mi/erable abandon'd State, 


E forts of his Father's ao And by 
due Conſideration of theſe, he was _— 
put into a Method, that prov'd ſucceſsful 
to bring about his Recovery. 
But, . be the means of calling 


gary's, and from the purſuit of lying Va- 
nities; if they are not fix'd cloſely, upon 


the leading 
N they will never work a ſaving 


y fexence, betwixt— a Perſon's becoming 


this World, — and a religious Conſi deration 


of his State and Condition, in the World 
8 1 to which, at Death, he muſt be remov'd.. _ 
delete, the Se ſums up al other 
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and the Mind is brought to a juſt way of 
thinking, both on its own State, and the 


will be no Inclination, to return to Go Db, 
ox to live the Life of a real Chriſtian. 


together with the Plenty and the Com 


in our Thoughts, from their ſinful: Va- 


and moſt important Truths of 4 
Change inus. There isa great deal of dif- 
"thoughtful or pen/ive about his Affairs, in 
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Conſiderations, in this one; meditating. 


on the End of Life: O that they were | 


wiſe ! that they underſtood this ! that they 
would conſider their latter end. That is, 


conſider fo, as to be affected with the cer- 


tainty of our Death; not only as it is ap- 


pointed unto Men in general, but to my 
ſelf in particular, once 70 die. And then 
alſo to conſider the uncertainty of the Times 
when Death ſhall overtake us; not know- 
ing, but we may be in Eternity, every Mo» 


ment, We muſt think, farther, of the au- 
ful Conſequences of Death: That we muſt 
immediately appear before the Judgment 
Seat of CurisT,. 10 receive according to 
what we have. done in the Body, whether A 
good or bad, 2 Cor. v. 10. 1 
They that are duly affected, with ſuch 4 
Thoughts as theſe, will ſoon be carried to 
a multitude of others, which have a plain 

and very cloſe Connexion with them.. 

Thus, to conſider our latter End, will 

lead us ro think of the Preparation that 
is neceſſary, to our Safety and Comfort, 


* 


at ſuch a time. This will put you upon 


conſidering, your own ways, and hoW-W 
much you have done to deſtroy your ©. | 
ſelves: It will alſo lead you to think, on 
Go p's ways toward you, and how much 
he has done to /ave you. This will di- 
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and will open to you the Treaſures of 


mercy in our Lorp Jesvs CunRisrm; 


bo tho” he was rich, yet for .your ſakes. 
became poor, and became a Sacrifice too, 
= that he might bring you to Gop. In 


mort, to think ſerioufly of ſuch a Change 


as Death, will make Men ſolicitous, firſt 


to have ſuch a Change as the new Birth 


= paſs upon them; ſince, without this, they 


die, not only 1 a 7i/me, but for ever. 


"And when once ſuch a Concern as this, | 
Is thoroughly excited, there is a great deal 


| done toward your being Born again. 


Is 


III. You muſt frequently and diligently 


| IF | Yaz the Holy Str iptures, and other di- 
vine luritings that may inſtruct you in the 
= nature of Converſion and true Piety, In 
= _ the firſt and chief place, your Bibles 


Mould be ſearch'd and ſtudy'd by you: 


= Here it is, that we have the diſcoveries, 
__ of Eternal Life and Death; with the 
mieans of eſcaping the Wrath, and ob- 
E eraining the Joys, to come: Here, all the 
Treaſures of ſaving Wiſdom and Know- 
FE  Jedge lie: And from hence it is, that all 
ther Mriters of ſacred things, derive their 
beſt Thoughts, and Rules of Conduct, in 


8 Treatiſe of a Religious nature. 


Thoſe that read the Scri tures, in or- 4 
der to their 5 ak „ mould * N 
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| ately; relates, to their own Caſe, in their 
Renovation and turning to Gop. Such 


as the account of the Returning Prodigal, 


in the xvrh of St. Luke. St. Paul's narra- 


tive of his own Converſion, in the xxvith | 9 L 
of the Acts of the Apoſtles. That Ser- 


mon, that prov'd the means of Convert-- 
ing three Thouſand, in the iid. Chap. of 


the ſame Book, Such Deſcriptions of a- 
ſaving Change, as that, in the iv Epheſ.- 
from the 17 to the end, going on in the 
vih Chap. alſo to the xvii Verſe. And 
then as an Excitement to ſnew the great 
er regard to theſe, it will be proper to- 


read ſuch Chapters as the xith to the H- 
| brews; which is a noble Liſt of Great 
and Good Men, that have deſpiſed and 


43 


nature, by their believing regards to In- 
viſible and Eternal things: And fo to 
turn to the Examples of preſent Judge 
ments, on the Wicked and finally Impeni- 
tent: As allo, to the molt affecting repre- 
ſentations of the Future Puniſhments and. 


: 8 EY > <5 1. 3 
Theſe, I ſay, and ſuch like places ß 


Seripture, ought firſt to be carefully read. 


i and underſtood, by thoſe that are ſceking, | 
Wy atter the ew Birth. The P/aims, and the. _ 
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- devotional arts of e there mould | 

be an intimate acquaintanee with. 
But now, as there are Treati/es that 

collect and lay togetber,. the ſeveral paſſa- 


1 i . of Seripture which relate to one and 


ſame thing; ſo it is adviſeable, that 
ſome of the/e Writings ſhould be con- 
ſulted, as well as the Sacred Oracles. 
And I doubt not, but ſuch Treatiſes as 
* have been publiſh'd upon Converſion, Re- 
dfntance, Regeneration, and holy Reſolution; 
39 a plain Method, and. in a modern 
Stile, and with a ſerious Spirit; have fre- 
1 been blefs'd, to the producing 
of that Change I am here directing to, as 
= ell as the Bible it ſelf. 
In all your Reading, yo ſhould make 


= it y ur care, to form very diſtindt and 


clear Notions of what you read: putting 
ſuch a Queſtion, often to your al as 
_ that of Philip to the E thiopian; under- 
flandeft thou what thou read- 


Aſs viii. 0. 5 


gdering what it is to be Born again, you 


mould endeavour to inform your {elf of 4 1 
the Nature and Conſequences of Man's firſt 


"ve .. from his Maker; that you may 
© Conceive the more truly, and affectingly, 


of his being reneu d, and recover d out of ap 


ſuch a Condition, by the Goſpel. If we 


AE 1 not —— with. our. natural SUL, 1 


wo” 


ft : ? And, when you are con- i 


ag Op, nn, 3 7 b 
as it is |. both of Sin and M. N 13 
ſhall never rive (as we ought)” to get: t 
of it. So, 3 

Nor are we qualify d to obtain N - 
ar the hands of a ee We are 
told, that Crixlsr came to ſeek and to ſons.” 
that which was loft : Not all that were ſo; 
for then, none muſt be condemned or ca 
off: But ſuch, as have a deep and thera? 
Vnſe, that, they are loſt, without a Sas, 

VEOUR 3 and, accordingly are brought; to 
bis Terms, of being Saved. 

It is, therefore, farther requiſite; that 
you ſhould have very diſtinct conceptions, 
of what is done on his part, and what is to 
be done on yours. CHRIST has done, and 
will do, all the Work of a Savioug; but 
Che has not done, and he will not, yea, 
he cannot, do the work of a Sinner: He 
died for us, tis true; but--He never un- 
dertook to Repent, and Believe, or Dey” *J 
come a new Creature, for any Man: Nor 
id he purchaſe, Eternal Lite and Salva- " of 
ion for any, without theſe: Nor has ge 

2 e the Spirit, to work in us any way 
Eiſuitably, to our e Natures and 


"art eee = 
mr might inſtance in ſome other 1 We 
Had I not ſaid ſo much to explain the Dok 
4 rine of the new Birth already: But! 
[hall Refer the. Reader to tie fir /# Chapter 
33 EC. + ofs 
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of i Treatiſe, if he yet ſtands in need 
of Information, in this Matter; and I- 


bY that he would read it with a due Care” 


and Attention. 
For this ' muſt repeat, that till you do 


N f in ſome meaſure underſfand theſe things, 


ought to give very diligent attendance 


8 to reading the Scriptures, and other Books, 


that may help you. to think aright, both. 
of Jour ee, and your Daß. 1 5 


A IV. 7 oa ond enge endeat: our to af 
= Fit your Souls, with a ſenſe, of the Corruption 


of your Nature, and the many Sins that you 


2 - bave attually committed in your Lives. 


We find in our ſelves, very ſtrong In- 


5 cltnations to many things, which, even. 
mura Conſcience tells us, ought not to be. 
done; and very great reluctancy, and aver- 


fion to other things, chat out to be done. 
by us. We may obſerve, a deal of con- 
fafion. and inconſiſtency in our Thoughts, 


a perverſeneſs and meanneſs in our Wills 


and Tempers, and a prevailing ſenſuality 


in our Paſſit rons and. Afﬀettions, as allo fre- 
quent jarrings and contentions amongſt 
theſe: From all which, you cannot but 
conclude, your Nature is. very much. 
- diforder'd: And therefore - ſhould firſt 
Fa, "OR lament, with the Pſalmi#,, 


that your were ſhapen in Inis 
2 
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Paradiſe, and to a State of Dey ; 2 - 
| conſider, how wretchedly Humane Nas" -.- 
ture is now chang'd, and degenerate 


from what it once was: Surely it will 
put ſome ſuch Lamentation, as that 
of the Prophet, into your Moôuths; The 
Crown is falls from our Head, Wo unto! 
us that we have ſinned. | 
But then , we muſt not ſatisfie our- 
ſelves, in bewailing our natural depravity, 
only; for, that is to charge all our 
Crimes, upon our Anceſtors : We mult, . 


farther, rake an account of our many: .- 


Actual Tranſgreſſions; and ſo remember 
our own evil ways, Wa our 
doings that have not been good, 
as 10 loath our ſelves, in our own ſight, for. 
our [niquities, and for our Abominations. * 

Here, I would adviſe you to ſit down, 
and think over the Sins of Childbood, and! f 
Muth, which you are able to call to mind. SY 
And take as diſtinét an account, as you 


Fackel | Ie 


can, of your Miſcarriages when at Home | 


with your Parents; and afterwards, when” 
you were ſent out for Buſineſs, or Educ- 
tion, into the World. 1 


Think of the ſeveral Places you Hanes 4 


liv'd in, and whar your Sins have beenz 1 
in each of theſe. 4 
If you are ſo far advanced in the 
ES World, N 
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= World; "2s to ee Familics of your own, 
WE think of your Faults in a Relative Capa- 
= ay: What Sins you have been-guilty of 
= - Wife, or Husband, againſt ( l- 
daes, or Servants. 
4 And fo, alſo, think of your Sins againſt 
= thoſe, you may have dealt with in a way 
of Trade ;- or convers'd with in- a-way of - 
Friendſbip; or thoſe that you ſhould have 
-help'd in a way of Charity. 
Take an account of the Sins of) your 
Numpers, and Conſtitutions. 8 
= Then mark down thoſe, that ariſe - 
= from. your outward / Circumance „ and 
” Condition... 
"8 Eſpecially take care to find out 74 
& which is, moſt ſtrictly ſpeaking, your sws - 
aii; (the Sin to which you have 
been moſt. addited;) and where, in any 
= Inſtance, this has broke out in ſuch a 
manner as to leave uneaſie impreflions | | 
upon your Minds, be ſure to take an ac | ; 
count "of all ſuch Acts of Wickedneſs. a 
Let the Ten Commandments be ſet be- a 
fore you, when you are making this In- 
= quiſition: And ſet down the ſeveral Sins 5 
3 Which you apprehend: you have been 
ge of, in doing what is forbid, or neglecting 4 
t 


. is required, under each Command. 
After this, think of the times when 


ven Hes. ane and turn'd a- 
Way 


- +  —_ £5 


| m 1 LET 


_ PRE, the offers of 54 1% 
to Repentance in the Goſpel. That 


tent too. 5 1 AF 
Think of your Sins againſt a Repzem-. »- i 


en: That you have been willing_to live, 


ſo long, in Ignorance of his Undertaking: 1 
Or, that you have thought too ſlightly, and. = 
meanly, of his Sufferings, and Sacrifice; 8 
Or, that yeu have furn'd his Grace into 
wantonne ß; and becauſe Grace has aboun- 
ded, therefore you have bounced the: 
more in Sinn Ss 1 nook 

Think of the deſpite you nav . 5 
Holy Seinrr; Re/iſting his Meations,.. When, 


you have not only Sinned, but been ln. i A | 


you have been in Publick Ordinances; and 3 


putting. by, or excuſing your ſelves from'a;. 
compliance withy, | his. more ſecret Sug⸗ 4 
ons . I 
And then at the end of all, ecken up- 
the ſeveral Aggravations of your Sins: Than, 
is, ſet down, as far as you can remember, 4 
The Mercies- 8 114 hk 
The Judgments and Afflictions, „ 
The Cs and good Advice, n b rad 
The Reproofs and Cenſures, n ſt... 
The Light and Knowledge, Ne * 
The Vous and Promiſes, 
With whatever elſe you can. think. * 5 
_ that will make + wap Sins ee the. 
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7 2 muſt reſolve, that no one FTranſgreſ- 
Bon ſhall be overlook'd, thro': a' wilful: 
comncealment, or a negligent ſearch, or a vain 
*exciiſe'> But lay thy ſelf as open, as poſſi- 
ble, before Gop; and take pains even to- 
find out, thy forgotten, and leſſer Iniqui- 
ties; and be ſure not to admit a thought; 

of any thing, at ſuch a time, rhas would 
cover thy Guilt. eff nt, 
Now, ſpread the black Sal e "rg 
fore thine Eyes; And ſee what Ae, canſt 


do, to excite all manner of Reſentments: 


againſt chy Sins, and Nen ada {elt,: be- 


= cauſe of them. 0 


Think of every ching chat may . 


y ſhame: The folly of thy Actions, 


the baſeneſs and meanneſs: of 8 the: 
"reproach which they deſerve, from the: 


ori; but eſpecially, their inal expo- 


BE: thee, : before Angels and Men, at. 


the laſt Day. Poſſibly this may turn iby 


Fo Heart againſt, and provoke thine Ab.. 


horrence of, thoſe. Actions that. thus 5. 


pear ſhameful ro thee... | 
Again; try farther what thous cauſt 


do to alarm thy Fears. See if the ap- 
prehenſion of ſome. dreadful Calamity. 

1 overtaking thee, whilſt thou art going 
won in a ſinful Courſe, will not make thee: 


By Tay 0 out in ſuch Language as that of the 


; P Halali, 2 


role of this ſeurch after Sin; : 
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"Ike, My fleſh trembles for e fra 5 
thee, and I am afraid of thy Judgment. 
O! ſee if the Terrors of Gop's Law and if 
Juſtice, and eſpecially thoſe of the laſt 
Judgment, be not ſufficient to perſuade 
thee to Repentanee. 

Farther; ler every thing that may wark 
upon thy Sorrow, and Grief, be attended 
to. The Ingratitude thou haſt been-guik 
ty of, to the greateſt and beſt of Bene= 
factors; thy Forfeiture of the moſt valu- 

able Privileges, and Bleſſings; the many 

miſcbhiefs thou haſt, now, brought upon 
thy ſelf; and the unf peakable Tor ments, 
that Sin hereafter expoſes. thee to, Which 
it is impoſlible for thee to. eſcape if thou 
goeſt on in it: And then fay, if theſe 
things be not enough, to pierce and grie 8 
the moſt dull and unimpreſſive Heart, tha 
bas once learnt to realize what it thinks pi | 

n 5 


Onde more; let every bing ben eum 
flir up thy hatred, and averſion;; be called + 
to mind. And think: if thou canſt, of 
any thing in the World that deferves to be 
hated more, than Sin. The moit loath- 
ſome Creatures have nothing in them, ſo 4 

odious, as Sin; nor the molt ungrate ful. 
and avominable Actions of Men toward ones? 
another, any-thing ſo debt ful al the Sin 
1 againſt GoD... oh 108 CSE 
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Tf, by this means, thy Heart is ſer 54 
gainſt thy evil ways; then, the Motions 
of © Grace? and of a renewing Spintr, will 
be welcome; and then may'ſt thou rea- 
ſonably, and comſortably, expect them. 
And ſo, that /bame, and fear, and ſorrow. 
ad barred, which at firſt might be no 
more than the exerciſe of ſo many nau 
al Paſſions; ſhall be ſublim'd, by the ope- || | 
ration of the Holy SeiriT, into that ſaving. |} .. 
Grace of a Chriltian, Repentance unto Life 

| ver to be ropentes of. 


v. Another of the 3 means of 
Regencration, i is, humble and fervent Pray- 
„ 1 know it is ſaid, that 
FL the Sacrifice of the wicked is 
| 6 to tbe Lord: And I have 
Heard it therefore argued, by ſome, that 
ſuch as are in an unregenerate State are 
not to be put upon Prayer, or any Reli- 
gious Exerciſe; beeauſe, whilſt in ſuch 
a State, nothing that is done by them 
ean be acceptable or pleaſing to Go p. 
But this kind of talk is plainly owing, to 
à Criminal neglect of ſome parts of Scrip- 
ture, which occaſions the wronging and 
miſinter preting of others. If he that is 
wicked, intends to continue in his wicked- 
ngneſs; Without doubt, his Prayer malt 
BF be an Abomination : As it is a moſt inſo—- || «g 
* 1 | . f lent 8 3 
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ſcient, Almighty. Go b: But if the wick= 
ed Man, under a ferious- ſenſe of the 
evil of his ways, and with ſuch kind of 
reflections on himſelf and his Condition 
as thoſe I have juſt mention'd, [ſeeks to 
Go for Grace ” renew and change his. 
Heart and Life, ſuch Prayer is far from 
being offenſive to the great Father of 
 Mercies. .. | 
St. Peter Joes expreſly require Sinnes 
Magus, as ill a Man as he was, and even 
whilſt he was utterly eſtranged to che 


Grace and Spirit of the Goſpel, to pray. f 


10 Gop, and that upon a mere probabi- 
lity, chat the, nee af of his heart might: 
be forgiven him. From whence: I think, 
there is abundant _ reaſon. to conclude; "= 
that if a Man's o, Con/cience.ſhould cons 
mn him; yea, if an Apaſtle, or Meſſen- 
* immediately from Gop, ſhould 
tell him he is in the Bondage of Sin and 
Higuity; yet, it is his Duty, to pray for | 
pardoning renewing Grace. | 
And ſurely you have. encouragemenRy: 
enough, to plead with Gop, when en 
find it expreſly ſaid that He le o 
gives the Holy Spirit to them ah 


that ask it. By which, our Saviour ns 3 


us a little after our Text, we are born 


e And. elſewhere, the Language of 
5 God, Fog 
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God, to a ſinful People, was,—% ſhall £0 


d pray unto me, and Iwill bearken unto 
—_ JI. Aud pe ſball ſeeł me and find me, when 
. fall ſearch for me with all your heart, 
—_ ; | enn 


= 


=_— remix. 12, 13 Oar 
=_—  * You ſay, that you are not able to do 


any thing of your ſelf; and that it is the 
Grace of God, alone, that muſt renew and 


ere gen. Can you not expreſs Your 


ſelf thus in Prayer to Gon, as well as 
talk in ſuch a manner to your Fellow. 
Creatures? Go then, and tell à gracious 


| Gop, how belpleſ you are; and how ##- 
ſufficient to every good wort. If you can 


go, to make ſuch Complaints in /ecrtr, 
3s well as in Company; aid to ſpeak to 


Him, vo ſees" in ſbcret, as you" would 


do to your Companions. © Tell Gop 


Ss therefore, inſtead of telling them, chat 


you are convinced nothing but his A7-- 


i as ibis. 


mighty Grace can renew and ſanctifie 


Fou: And that you therefore come to 
beg this Grace ef bim: And withal be 


ſure to urge his own Promiſes, in, and 
thro' our LoRD Jesvs- CH RIOT: And I 
am perſuaded, you will have no reaſon to 


* 
« 


complain, .of the unſucteſfulneſo of ſuch a 


: 


here is a very moving Repreſentation, 


of ſuch a Frame and Temper of Mind, as 


% 7 — Rr” 


never get an Intereſt in it. 
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Me 1 1 be endeavour to wouls in you 


by thus ſending you to your Knees, in a 


Diſcourſe of Mr. N. Taylor, concerning 
Faith in CHRIST. Which, with ſome 


little Alterations and Additions, I ſhall 


here recommend to you; as what may 
direct your Thoughts and aſſiſt your Ex- 
preſſions, when firſt, under diſcourag- 
ing Apprehenſions of your ſelves, you 


look ro a REDEEMER to help and fave. 


you. 


My Sins are many, and my Danger 


« 1s great, and my Fears are proportiona- 
ce ble to both What will become of me 
©. to all Eternity, Go p only knows — 


„ There is indeed Salvation for 10% Sir. 


gers, thro' the Blood of a crucify'd IR- 
sus; but I am terribly afraid I I ſhall 
Many 
Diſcouragements break in, like Wave 
ce after Wave; on my. diſtreſſed Soul; 


% and I have ſcarce Faith, and Hope e- 
1 nough, to put up a Prayer to Gop: And 


yet, I cannot forbear crying, Lord be mer- 
ciful to me a Sinner / It ſuch ſhort, but 


ardent Breathings as theſe, may obtain 


the gracious Regards of my great Lorp, 
'I ſhall be happy. If theſe will ot a- 
vail, what ſhall a poor Creature do, that 


knows not how to order his Words, or 
0 82 5 1 i | 2 NOW . 
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R to govern his Thoughts, or to per- 
form any thing that is really good! —— 
O how am I now toſs'd in my own Spi- 
rit « T am told there is a ſafe and 
8 icknyble Harbour before me; but 
% Lord! at how great a diſtance am 1 
from it;: It is not long {1 ſince I had a- 
p = ny thought about it, and I fear I thall 
e never reach it, I ſee the Waves ſwell 
& and prevail ſo much before me: Lonxp 
fave me, or I periſh !: « Well, I muſt 
„ and will try, what rich, ſovereign free 
„ CGrace will 0 for me If I am the 
e. vile Sinner that ever was, then 
„ Cnnisr had never yet ſo fair an Op- 
<6. portunity, of ſhewing his tender Love, 
his infinite Power, his unſba ten Faith+ 1 
"* fulneſs, and the value and efficacy of his 
4. Blood, in all their Beauty and Glory, 
de as now he has. What, tho' I am an 
<- obſcure Perſon, and ſhould never have 
| © an Opportunity to publiſb it on Earth; + 
| < yet it will not die as a Secret in my Bo- i 
. om: The happy Tydings will vun 
through the Heavens; and the bleſſed | - 
<< /ababitants above, will wonder at fuch 
1 « exceeding Grace, overflowing to n 
Eternal Hallelujahs will be fang, to the 
e Laus of Gon, on my account 1 
will, therefore, caſt my ſelf into the] 
„ Arms 10 infinite . Butz: that's 
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cc too Wer 0 formic an Expreſſion; 
„J would rather ſay, I'll throw my ſelf - 
« at his Feet: If he ſpurn me away, 1 
c can but die then, and die I muſt if I 
« don't apply to him. Who knows, but 
he may ſtretch out the pens of his 
% Grace, and then I ſhall live. How- _ 3 
«© ever, live or die, I'll betake my ſelf to 
<4 him; if ever Help comes, I know it 
<6 muſt come this way. And as I am re- 
e ſolved to pray, ſo I will wait the Iſſue 
„ of my Prayers; and ſee how it may 
| '< pleaſe, the moſt-compaſhonate Lover of 
1 5 Souls, to deal with Mine. 


VI. You may now venture, to na 
"ſolemn Dedication of your ſelves to Go p, 
.thrbugh ChRI JESUS, as thoſe that ate 
deſirous to be his in an everlaſting Covenant. 
When you have been entreating rhe Fas 
Vvour of Gor, with your whole 4 
Hearts; and pleading the Me- 
Lits and Mediation of his Son, in whom he 
bas declar'd himſelf to be &= —  _ + © 
ver well pleaſed; you may ps w7 
then proceed, to a Surrender Nel 
of your Souls into his Hands; and may en- 
e | gage your ſelves, by particular V. ob, and 
1 
C 


Pal, cxix, 88. | 


*Dromiſos, to be the Lokn's. 
This you muſt take Care to do with 
s "the mw ries” and Solemnity - 
o 8 85 fre 3 
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Wer! it be done, in a way that may moſt 
I * —— impreſs, and engage, your owr 
HNiearts; and you may depend uponat, that 
| ſuch, as are thus brought to give up them- 
ſelves to Gop, He will in no wiſe caſt F. 
And ttis certainly fir, you ſhould act in 
: this Cale, as Men are Te. to do, in other 
Affairs of Impor:ance; that is, not only in 
Mora, but in Mriting, this Covenant De- 
dication of your ſelves ſhould be made. 
Vou ſhould draw up a Summary, of what 
you engage both to Be, and to Do; and 


then n it with your own Hand, as a Te- 
ſtimony of your acting with the utmoſt 
Confideration, Heartineſs, and AG in , 


* this matter. 
T am far from being ſi zugalas, in giving IN) 


uch Adi ice, as this: And I am not the 
only Perſon, that has reaſon to be thank- 

A ul to Gop, for an early complying with it. 
Mr. Gouge, Mr. Allen, and others of our 
moſt ſerious Writers on the Subjects of 
CConverſeon and Regeneration, have inſiſted 
* on ſuch a Method, as the moſt proper 
way of entring upon a religious Life. 
And when Men are once brought to ap- 
iy their I houghts, to the things of Gop, 
and the Concerns of their Souls, as they 
4 -o01ght to do; they will not call it a Task, or 
a2 s count it an unneceſſary Burden, to be 
bobliged to this. When Jaiab 1 18 foretel- 
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the Name of Jacos:. and a- 
nother ſhall ſubſcribe, with his Hand, unto” 5 
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live in after-times, and of thoſe that were 
Aliens to the Covenant of Promiſe made 
with Iſtael, he repreſents it thus; that 
one ſhall ſay I am the Lorp's: and a- 
nother ſhall call bimſelf by 


Iſai. xliy. Fa 23 


rhe LorD. 


When, wereferd you have cid ö 


od well, the Terms upon which you are 
to give up your ſelves to Gop; if you 
find a willingneſs and deſire to comply 
with them, write them out: And, then. 
venture, by ſubſcribing your Hand to them, 
to declare your acceptance of them, and 
your hearty Reſolution to obſerve them, 4 


And in this firſt ſolemn Dedication 


of your ſelves to Go, in CHRIST, 


J would adviſe you, to make uſe of the 


following Words, or + Gf the 
ſame BARN Fee 42) . in Dank; 


3 li 

Won Gon, the Maker of Hea® 
ven and Earth ! by whoſe” 
ord, and for whoſe Glory, I, and 
all Creatures were made: I now. 


ome to acknowledge Thee, as the Au- 
hor of my Being; and the Preſerver 
of * Lite; and the Giver of every 
I „ Say | 


tag! ths ano gon, of thoſe that foul > 1 
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Owner, and Sovereign Lord. Father, 
have ſinned agamſt Heaven, and 
in thy Sight, and am not worthy to 
be called thy Child; 1 ſhall think my 


*%_ % 


{elf highly honour'd, and very hap- 
PY , if thou wilt but receive me as 
one of thy meaneſt Servants. I here 
bring thee a Creature, of thine ow7, 
that has been /fraying from thee. 
This Soul and Body, now proſtrate 
t thy Footſtool, I bumbly offer un- 
= to thee; that thou may'ſt go over thy 
Work again, and create me anew at- 
ter thine own Image; and ſo will 1 
be thy faithful Servant, as long a: 
r 1 
0 BlLxSSsEn Jesus! if thou wilt now 
take my Part, and plead my Cauſ- 
= _ with the FarER, I am ready to pro 
= = fels my ſelf hy Diſcipie, upon thin 18 
das Terme; and to follow ther, (ii, 
my Heart deceive me not,) whither 7 
*  foever thou goeſt. I do ſincerely gi 


8 9 to thy Teaching and 1. 
| 2 lion O give me Underſtand 
u chat I may know the Truth « 


C ” 
_— 
X 
% 
* \ 
N. 4; 
| 7 
5 
„ 
ra 22 
3 
* . 
4 . 


— 


: #. 


33% 1 Gay SET 
2 7 4a 1 1 
: A SLE "* 4 


* EY * = 
: a 


#445 4 72 
1 I 
6 * I CSE”. 
* . . — ”% 


L „ 4 E 75 . 
2 Þ 1 * - * . + _ IG b 2 $6 t * 

8 „„ „ | 2 Ace. , 

% * % n a 1 d Y 5 * 1 
A 8 2. N - - . N Tag, » * 2 4 # 8 * ; : 
SOIT Du PRA 9 e HEY £36 "EEG dn 4 Tar 
0 0 x j L .. % Fi x 5 - : 1 = : . 1 * * p 1 — : ; do p = 
#115 18 tbee. O, UNIC] con 

e N *. 


ſedt to thy Government ; And with a 
Mind willing to obey thee, I can now 
ſay, Lok, what wilt thou have me 

to do? 1 will aſcribe, all the Honour 


Death, and powerful Interceſſiun: 
And in theſe, alone, will I repofe my 
| ORs 
And now, if my Lord will under- 
take, that his Grace ſhall be ſufficient | 
for me, there is nothing that I ſhall 


much to ſuffer, for thee. I do lift 
my ſelf this Day under thy Banner, 
as the great Captain of my Salvation. 


haye fo long been under the Power 
and Tyranny of the Devil; whom 
ſhall, from this Moment, re/i to the 
uttermoſt. Tam perſuaded, this J/orld +» 
is nothing but Yaniry, and Vexation 
Spirit; and therefore ſhall ſet mx 
f, by thy Help, and according to 

> they Example, to conquer it and bring 
I it into Subjettion. I have K ny 
own Heart corrupt, wicked, and de- 
ceitful; and therefore I will no longer 
BW: 2-4 +» © pron 08 
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of my Salvation, to thy meritorious | 


think roo difficult to attempt, or tos 


Aﬀrighted at my ſelf, ro think that! 


{ antire 


"Fn to obtain 


; , for. my ſelf 3 
"ſhall rejoyce to give up every 


: E Los ont, and Hill, and Affection, 
to Zhee. I am now deſirous 


to be Thine, ſo as not to be Another's : 
bine, and not the Devil's; Thine, 


8 agd not the World's; Thine, and: not 


| 627 


my Own. 
To thee, O Horx mr 1 ac- 


5; wieder my ſelf indebted, for theſe 
and all other good Inclinations: : And, 
= that I may be enabled to 504 to my 


preſent Purpoſes; and to improve in 


© A holy, heaventy Diſpoſition of Mind; 
I now caſt my ſelf upon thee, for all 
that Direction and Afiftance, which 


my Circumſtances, from time to time, 
may require. Hence. forward, I ſhall 


e my ſelf to 6 Conduct, and In- 


p<: And ſhall make it my Care 
to attend to all thy Motions, and 


rien; both in performing my 


Duty, and abſtaining from Sin; and 
ſo to do thoſe things, that may be 
moſt pleaſing to the. 

Thus, O FarHER, Sox, and Spr- 


; 1 with my whole Heart I deſire, 


e and en to devote my ſelf 


15 +4 
"+ 


0 0 not, © ES 


. 
"ei Ge 265 e je: = 
to thee : Chuſing thee. for- my eber 1 
Hafting Portion, and Promiſing to ſerve Þ 3 0 4 
thee as my ſupreme Maſter and Lonp, * 
whilſt T have a Beitt = 
And as a Proof of my Baca 4 
and of my ardent Deſire to make good | 
ſuch a Profeſſion, I am willing to 
bind my ſelf, by ſerting my Hand to 
all this; that it pay be a Witneſs for, 
or againſ meas behave my ſelf 2. 
greeably, or nel, to What I 
now do. REF - 22 
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+ * * Xx TY 85 * 
This 1 d adviſe you: to eb over * 
and - befgre you ſubſcribe ir: And 
if there be . Abt Expreſſions, that 
you. cannot ſo fully make your own, as 
may be neceſſary to the affixing your 4 
Name, you will do well to make 4 5 A 
terations, as you think may render it more 
ſuitable to your n Caſe. But whenever 
you „ien this, or any other Inſtrument of 
the like nature, let your Minds be as free., 
as poſſible, from all other Affairs; that 
you may be the more perfectly engaged in 
i- ſuch a Tranſaction, ape the Dore 6 
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E LasrTr.y, What farther remains, is on- 
Dio abide by what you have done, and to 
bow far you can go, in amending your 
a Lon, OOO oO 
= _*Tis poſſible, that after the moſt ſo- 
= lemn ſurrender of your ſelves to GOD, 
| you may yet for a while think you are 
 wegleFed by Him: Nay, your Tempta- 
tions may be ſo much the fronger, and 
your Conflicts the greater for a time, 
that you may think you are in a worſe 
Condition, than before you laid your ſelves 
under ſuch Epgagements. Me are not 
aan of the Devices of the Devil; 
= who, when he finds you are like to be 
= m&fcued from his Dominion, will give you 
All the Diſfurbance and Trouble that is in 
his Power. But this, however, ſhould not - 


ks ! 


_ 


occaſion any diſſite of what * have 
done; or any diſtruſt of the Mercy of 
Gos, to whom you have committed 
Af you think your Prayers, and your 
Offerings, have not yet gone up with Ar- 
ceptance before your LRD; you muſt 
repeat them; and cry the louder- As 
EF the two blind Men did, when CHRISTA 
bad pas by them, IJxsus! thou Son of 
David, have Mercy on us. Yea, if yo 
ſhould interpret his Language, towards 
1 . Jou, 


— 
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jou, to be the ſame with that, to the S. 
man of Canaan; It is not me.. 
to rate the Childrens Bread RY . T e 
and to caſt it to Dogs; yet ſtill, true Hu- 
mility will enable you, to form a Pha from 
thence 3 not to fix a Diſcouragement in 
your ſelves upon it. Logp, I acknow]-- 
ledge my ſelf a vile, unworthy Creature, 
if I am ſet amongſt the Dogs, it is but 
where I deſerve to be: But let me not 
meet with wor/e Freatment than they do, 
- Which are allow'd to eat of the Crumbs 7 
that fall from their Maſters Table. = 
let down ſomething, from thy ſelf, that 
may be a Token of thy owning, and ac- 7 
cepting me; tho' it ſhould be never ſo 
ſmall a Favour, it ſhall be to me a value“ 
one. But let not my Lo RD be angry, if 
I go on to ſay; That, tho' I am not Wor- 
thy, with Dogs, to gather the Crumbs 
that fall from h Table, yet I will not let 
thee go, until thou bleſs me with Childrens 
Thus, if we not only ast, and /ee&, but 
continue to knock; and, with an unwea- 
ried Importunity, ſollicit for Grace and 
Mercy; we ſhall not be finally - difap- 4 
pointed. We are molt ſure, we have to | 
do with one, that is able to ſave to the ut 
termoſt : And it would not be ſo hard, to 
be aſſured of his willingneſs, to help an 
8 e fave 
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Theſe Fears and Suſpicions (amongſt o- 
ver d from, in our Regeneration; and 
therefore muſt not give way to em, how- 
ever we may find reaſon to complain of em. 
But to proceed to the other part of 
this laſt Direction; you muſt 27 how far 

don can go, in anending your Lives and 
Aion. Try, tho' you fall ſnert of what 
Fou attempt: It will make you more 
ſenſible of your own Weakneſs and Inſuffi- 
= -ciency ::It will ſhew you where all your 
Help and Strength lyes: And it will make 


3 fiſtance {rom above. 1 
ſebes from the Sins, you have been moſt 
apt to commit: Poſſibly upon exerting 
pour Reſolution and Endeavours this 
way, you may find ſome Sins more eaſily 
forſaken and ſubdued than you could have 
expected: Poſlibly you may find, the 
deen given in, even whillt you were pray- 
Ang for it. However, there arc ſome com- 


| | F . form'd, by the help of common Grate *: And 
| theſe, you muſt firſt begin with. 


int 


2 V7:i 


1 Pry Oe ORF "WET RE, 295 LP CIO TD 


= ther Diſorders,) we are ſeeking to be de- 


du more earne/t in imploring Aid and Aſ- 


= -* Fry what you can do, to refrain your 


you have been ſeeking after, has 


non Actions, that, may be alter'd and re- 
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— Grace. 


inſtauce; 3 he that us'd to ſpend h his Loawy © 
Days in the Fields,” or in publick Eben, 
or in vi ting his Friends; may with the 

ſame, perhaps leſs, bodily Labour, go to 


the Place of God's Worſhip, or to con- 


verſe with thoſe that would be ſerviceable 
to him ind the Matters of Religion? He 
that could ie, and ſwear, and curſe, andpro< 
phane the Name of Gop; may, as caltly- 
be /lent, as employ his Tongue in ſuch 4 
manner: He that Sul defraud, or ftrikeg - 
or injure his Neighbour, cannot pretend 


want of Power to forbear ſuch Actions. I 


Every one muſt be ſenſible, upon the 
firſt mention of theſe things, that it ce? 
quires greater Power to l bo ae] 
to be- fill and unaBive; and { 

ar a | 


farther than this; tis ſomething very con- 


ſiderable towards the Neformatibn I am 4 
ſpeaking of: "Tis one bal, of- the > 


Work, to ceaſe to do evil; and 
the boy half, is, 70 br 


ſtriving to to- pleaſe him, in the former 
reſpect; 2500 have abundant reafon 0 
truſt - Mitt” as to the latter: That he will 


farnifh us, for every good Work, and en- 


able us, more and more, to abound therein: 
Ir bo obſeryeabley, that when the * 
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| Now, if you can, for the prof g. 60 0% 4} iN 
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4% well. And if a good Gon obſerves u. 
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2 I =p = a Ls, = off, the Fatber ſaw 
i and ran to meet him: And he has not 


less Congern for, or Regard to, returning 
Eo Prodig als no, than he had in former 
8 He is as ready, to meet, and help, 
der encourage them, as ever. 

So that to cloſe this Head; where ſe- 
Tous Confideration, Prayer, and devoting 
ear ſelves to Gop, is accompany'd with 
4 eſt Endeavours of which we are ca- 
pable; we may then comfortably expect, 
4 And ſhould wait for, the /pecial Grace and 
"Afliſtance of a divine SeiriT, that may 
work in us yet more effectually, to our il 
9 eie and S4lvetiee, 995 


2 4 the Concluſion of this Chapter, 1 | 
me engage thoſe that are, themſelves, in 
2 [afe State, (if any ſuch ſhould look over 
this little Baca) = pray earneſtly and with 
A hearty Concern, for them that may now 
be in the frruggles of this new Birth. 
- Thoſe that cannot help them any o- 
" ther way, yet may do it by their Pray- 
erg. You ſhould therefore intreat for 
them, that they may not ſtrive, or be un- 
der Convictions, in vain; but that they 
may become the Children of Go p, by 
bez of his Nature, and ſo being 
ought into his Family. . 
err one ait is r added to the 
Church 


a 1 Freer "I — 


ER 1 


"Renewing. Greet: 2 IM IO7, - "MN 
Church of CHRIST, brings ſo much more 2 
of bis Preſence. and Spirit, into the Men- ; 2A J 
bly where he worſbips, as he is hereby 
poſſes'd of: Yea, he adds Strength to a 
REDREMER's Intereſt in the World: He 
| adds alſo to the Joy of Heaven; and will 
in a particular manner be a Joy and a 
Crown to thoſe, that are any way infiru- 
mental of bringing him ro G. 
Let us then be very fervent, in dur Pe- 
titions for ſuch: That the Mit, or Male, 
or Vices of thoſe with whom they con: 
verſe, may not prevent the good Effect 
of any ſerious Impreſſions that have been 
made on their Souls; nor the A4/aulrts _ 
and Suggeſtions of the Devil, diſcourage 
them. And, as many of the Children of, 
religions Parents, are now become Deſer-" 
ters of that which is good; and are taking 

rt, with the profane, and irreligious' 
Word; ſo ſhould we double our Re- ky 
queſts to Gop, that he would bring in . = 
thers. And for my own part, I am not. 
without Hope, that even Thoſe, who are 
brought up in Sin and Folly, may yet bes - 
come Miineſſes for Gori And that thoſe 
who are Enemies, yet ſhall become Exams mY 1 
ples, of true inward Piety and Religi- 
on, in the midſt of a . u K _ 
eration. Jo 
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E faid to be Born again. 
E times put into the Explication, but I ra- 
tber chooſe to inſiſt on them as Eviden- 
ci, of the new Birth. Some things I may 


EF  ceflarily 
Firſt Impreſſions from above, that are 
Saving and EffeQual : Oli bers there are 
- that will be found only, and wholly 
-— @nſequent.. thereupon : But I think, it 
E moſt 
+ ether ; that we may have the more 
=" 
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Emap. W. 
; "The, E vidences of bein g born a again. 


7 HE Deſi 21 of this Chapter is, to 
et before you the particular In- 


A ances of that Change, which is wrought 


in the Hearts, and Lives, of them thar are 
Theſe are ſome- 


have-occaſion. to mention, that are ne- 
included in the account of thoſe 


aper, and uſcful, to conſider both 


and co mplect vie of them; and ſo, 
Bs able to pal. a truer Judgment upon our 


3 . whether we are realy; renew 'd or 


Dot. 
1 e A Aba ſuch as have TY 
* themſelves, with an Imagination 
chat al al 7 is well with them, would read 
- over, and think of, tie following Eviden-, 
ces of a ſaving Change, till they become. 


#n/ible of their . * Condition. And 
3 'F ee 
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5 've Born again. 21 | 

* ſhould rejoyce to contribute any n 8 

toward the peace and /a1isfaion, of thoſe 2 
that are full of Dowbrs and Fears, but yet 
truly Regenerate; by helping them to 1 
produce ſuch Proofs, of their being the 
Children of Go, as may ſafely, be "0: 


pended upon. 
Let it be confi tiere then, that wh 


ever a ſaving Change is wrought, it will 


diſcover it ſelf, both, in the Mind and 
Temper inwardly, and in the Converſation 
| and Behaviour outwardly. 


+ When a Man is u Reg 2 
there are plain Evidences of his being * 
in his Mind and Temper. Tho' the difer- 

ent, and nobler exerciſe, of the Reaſonabhle 
Powers, and altering the general bent ang i 
diſpoſition af the Soul, may not be P 
diſcernible i in ſome, as in (YI Os ; yet; there | 
is enough to be obſerv'd in all, if hep _ 
ſtrictly look into themſelves, to deter- 
mine this matter, whether fuch a ware. 3 
OE e in them, or not. I 


* - 2 
2 1 


n 6 The Spirit 25 3 A 16 . 2 
gain, is very lowiy and humble. When 
renewing Grace reach'd the Heart cf 
poor Publican, and firſt taught him to. _ 
. an acceptable Prayer t Go, He 
0 not khink himfelf w fo much 8s 

a” 


-— 


7 be Maes wy 


to. approach the Temple, or any thin 
that was Sacred; he food afar off, an 
1 1  ſmote upon his Breaſt ; in 
=—_ very ſhort, but very humble 
5 Language, pouring out his Soul before 
the Almighty; God be merciful to me 4 
Sinner, 

A Principle of Grace, does ſo much 
greaten our views of the Divine Perfe- 
ions; and, in ſuch a manner, repreſent 
the whole. of Gov's Proceedings toward 
the Children of Men; that /e, ſinks in- 
to nothing And we know not where to 
caſt our ſelves, into a place or poſture 
loo enough, when we lift up our Eyes 
towards him that dwells in the Hea- 
A Deng. RIS © 4 
Fea, there is a mighty Alteration, as 
3 as the Lowline/s and: Humility of thoſe 
EF” that: have been under the influences of a 
EF regenerating Srinir, even toward their 
Flow - Creatures. To this is owing, 
Chat you W. poſſibly have ſeen, and 
3 endred at,) the exceeding reverence and 
| * Feſpeft which has been ſhewn, by ſome, 
toward thoſe Miniſters that have been 
Inſtruments of their Conviction and Con- 
A verſion. . {4 ho? ug ſuch Perſons 
would have been ready to treat Men of 
our Charatter. with in/olence or diſregard; 

no e eſteem us worthy of double 

oo 1 e 
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Ai Aue again. 
3 4 Ad think, they cannot pan Mes 
great a veneration, for thoſe that are truly” 
ſtfrious, and have been any way ſerviceable 
to make them . 

And then farther this Humility. and 
Poverty of Spirit will ſhew it ſelf, in one 
Inſtance, or other, toward All. He that 

is born of the SpirIT, looks upon ha. 


Mar he thinks are thus renewed, as the 4 | 


Excellent ones of the Earth; and is ready 


to prefer the Attainments ad Graces, of 4 1 
almoſt every fach Perſon that be meets 15 4 


with, before his own. And where any 
appear contrary to him, he yet carries it 
with great meekneſs toward them, and is 
particularly careful not to give any juſt oc 
caſion of offence to them. Yea, ſuch i is 
the Character of the true e 3 Þ 
he is cloathed with Humility : 
This is What, ſhews it ſelf, 
in every Condition of Life; 5 belts 
2 Dreſs, that is worn at all times. „ 4 


1. The ge eneral and prevailing , 
tion of a Soul that is Born again, 

be very Sincere and Upright. Folly,. per th 
Falſhood, and Perverſeneſs, are naturally 
bound up in our Hearts. Whilſt unre> 
newed, it may be ſaid of every Man, 
that he e in a vain 


Tong He lets up thoſe OE 
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for Excellencies m himſelf, chic! are mere 
Famties, and of no intrinſick value; z of 
celle, he pretends to thoſe Virtues, and Re- 
commending Qualifications, of which he is 
really deſtitute; and would be eſteemed 
ite another Perſon, to what, in Fa and 
in Truth, he is. He would be thought 
to know things, of which he is ſadly ig 
 worant; 1 mean, the things of Gop and 
His Salvation And will talk as boldly, and 
peremptorily about them, as if all the Pro- 
ecedings, of the Judge of quick and dead, 
Were to be determined, by his Thoughts 
and” Tongue. He would be thought poſ- 
-  #&q of thoſe Graces, to which, his Life 
8a Contr#diftion'; and will needs aſſume 
3 to himſelf the honour, of being a Member 
2 57 the true Church, when he has nothing 
of true Religion. Thus alſo in the Whole 
of his . and Affairs in the 
World, if you ſtrictly obſerve ſuch a Man, 
- you will generally find him under one 4i/- 
Bo or another; except, when he is gra- 
8 Ang bis Humour, or his Vices, and then 
3 indeed you may come toa Thorough Know. 
AKeage of —_— 
eie Reverſe of a” is the Character 
tber is Born from above. He is 
one that is truly fenfible of the Emptintſs, | 
and Deceit, of all the gay or wealthy ap- 
| pearances of Men in this World: 12 : 
e 


* 


being Born again 


he is ready to confe/3 the inſufficiency . 
all theſe things, either to add to his Worib, 
or to make him Happy. Andthen in mat- if 
ters of Religion, he is one that does not 
carry his Pretenſions to Knowledge, to- 
Goodneſs, to inward Qualifications, or to 
outward Privileges, fariher than what he 
finds good ground for, in himſelf. He does 
not affect to appear better than he is; but 
in ſecret, and at heart, is many degrees be- 
yond what he ſeems ro be, before other.. 
Yea, I have ſometimes thought, that to ü 
look upon a Good Man in his weakneſſes, | 
and imperfections; and to hear him ac 
knowledge, as the Saints in Scrigfure hu, 
done, his very worft failings and miſcarꝶi 
ages; has added a Luſtre to that run 5 . —_ 
his Character, that he is with- Is 100 : 3 
out Guile. And if that ex- b 
preſſion be fully attended to, I do not, % 
where, know a brighter deſcription of one 
that is Born again, or a better Evidence of 
our being new Creatures. «EY 


> The Underflanding of . e 15 
Born again, is enligbtned, 10 diſcern thoſe 
things, of which before it was ignorant, o 
at lea#t, to which it ſhew'd no juſt regard. 
Hence it is, that the Scripture makes uſe . 
of ſuch Phraſes, to deſcribe this Change, 
52 bein g turned from gs to . 
and, 
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eee ye Light in the Lo RD. Hereby in- 
timating to us, that the Diſcoveries, 
E which renewing Grace makes to the Soul, 
are like the breaking in of Light to the ho- 
e, when a Man has ſate ſome time 
in Darkneſs: Whilſt the Room Where he 

at was dark, tho” the very /ame Furniture 
| Paintings and Ornaments were in it, that 
-. afterward appear, yet he ſees nothing at all 
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ſure and entertainment in viewing what is 


a 2 Heavenly Light ſhines into our minds: And 
then, with the Apoſtle, we are ready to cry 
- out,Q the depth of the riches both of the Knows 
 . ledgeandWiſdomofGop! Rom. xi. 33. 
T hoſe eſpecially, that have been brought 
up Strangers to every thing of a Religious 
Nature, that have zever been inſtructed in 
the Scriptures, or the firſt Principles of 
Chriſtianity; have an amazing Scene open- 
end to them, when firit they 7zurn their 
* Thoughts to Religion, and are taught to re- 
t @llize the things that are Eternal. Such 
© Converts, are thoroughly. ſenſible of the 
F AAlumination of their Minds, by a renew- 


Y nnd, ye were ſometimes. Darkneſs, but now. 


ES of them; bur as ſoon as the Light ſhines 
upon him, he has then a great deal of plea- 


F about him. Thus, the great Truths of Re- 
don are moſt fully revealed, and laid be- 
bee us; but we perceive them not, (at leaſt 
their excellency and importance, ) till a 


ing 
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P "MY 
being Born again. us 
ing SeIRIT; and nothing more needs to 
be ſaid under this Head, with reſpect to 
them. But in other Caſes, when Men haye 
attain'd a ſpeculative Knowledge of the ge- 
nerally receiv'd Notions of Religion; or 
where, from their Infancy any have known 
the Scriptures, and have got. by heart the 
chief things contained therein, it is not fo 
eaſie to diſcover the difference there is in 1 
their ander landing of Divine Things—be» ſũ 
fore, —and after their Converſion. : 
Natural Reaſon is manifeſtly more 
lively and penetrating in ſome, than in 
others : And the ſeveral ways of Educa- i 
rion, do make a very great ee even 
in them, that are of equal Capacities: In- 
ſomuch, that the fr Principles of Reli- 
gion, written in our Hearts, may be un» 
derſtoood, and talk'd of with greater 
clearne/s, by many who are guided only 
by natural Light, than by others that 
are enlightned with  /aving Anowleage : 
But then, theſe Prineiples have not the 
ſame effect and influence upon Both: 
There is another kind of attention to them, 
reliſh for them, and practiſing upon them, 
where they are Spiritzally diſcerned; 
than where they are underſtood, only. by  _ 
the force of good natural. parts, or the 
Advantages ot a polite Education. And 
there are ſome Truths in the Chriſtian 
V Religion 
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. poſtle fays the natural Man, 
even the Man of Reaſoning 
gy and Learning,) cannot receive them; but 
2 only be, who is taught by the 8SpIRITIT of 
We may very well compare, the Ra- 
tional! and Spiritual Man; when reading 
the Terms of Salvation, and the Promi- 
es ofthe Goſpel, to a Lawyer, and an Heir, 
Feading of rhe ſame il: The Lawyer 
"conliders only the Senſe and Expreſſion of 
the ſeveral Articles, ſo as to obſerve 
What is the Force and Import of 'em 


"as 3 10 Law; But the Heir reads 


"every Article with a very diſtinct Appli- 


tation of it to Him/elf, in what is be- 


"gueathed to him; and diligently obſerves, 
Phat is reguired of him: He forms his 
Meaſures and Conduct thereupon; lays it 


9 as his Treaſure, and as the Serurity 
upon which he depends for all that he 


enjoys. Such a Kind of Knowledge is 
that, which the renewed Ming is furniſh'd 
with, as to Spiritual and Heavenly 
things: A Knowledge, that ſhews us our 
* intereſt in them; and ſo muſt needs ex- 
eite another kind: of attention. and regard, 
than where they are made Matters of 
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ow rn again: 


-:Soalſo; i in the Caſe of thoſe that, Gb E I 


their Childhood, have been acquainted | 


with the Holy Scriptures we ſhall find 
a very great difference, between,— their 1 Y 
firſt Jenſe of things, —and that, which by Þ 


renewing Grace they are brought to. 


The Memories of ſuch are ſtored, with a 


: variety of excellent and uſeful Paſſages, 


from the Word of Go D: They have 
learnt, perhaps, ſeveral Summaries of Re- 


ligion: The Articles of Faith, and the 


Rules of Duty, which are — 


ly received in the Chriſtian. World, 
may be very readily and exactly recited 


by them: But all is cold and e, 
till the SPIRIT f Regeneration gives 
them their proper Force and Influence: 
While they pronounce the moſt ſolemn, and 


ſubſtantial, and ſelf-· concerning Truths, 


yet all paſſes merely for words of courſe, 


till Divine Grace makes them ſenſible of 
the vaſt weight and meaning of what has 


been rendred ſo familiar to them. 
We may therefore conclude, from 
hoſe ſeveral Inſtances; that wherever a 


| ſaving Change 18 wrought in a Soul, it 
will introduce, and improve, ſuch a Knows 
ledge of the things of Gon, as thoſe, that 


are: in a natural State, are Strangers to; 


I not in the things themſelves, that are 
x RES; yet in the manner of knowing 


them, 


i believe this may 2 be ob- 
. 

i After I have I exp lain? FE the MW 60 5 
Nandings being enlichtned, in him that is Go 
again; Ithink there is no room left, for any 
Man to conceive well of himſelf, merely 
rom his having imbib'd a ſet of Godd, or as 
E ſome would ſpeak, Orthodox Notions in 
Religion: Nor will a Man's being fur- 


a 22 * SIN 


© niſh'd, with a ſet of new Notions, that 


"may for a while /urprize and entertain 
© himy/ prove, that he is a new Creature. 
Nor yet, on the other hand, can any 

one reaſonably conclude from what has 

been ſaid, that his State is bad, if his 
Knowledge of Divine Things be affeTing, 


aud operative; tho' it may not be ſo 


treat, or ſo lately obtain d, as to ous 
ad kg extraordinary to him. SOS 


4 The 22 of him that is" Barn again 

it * to an intire ſubmiſſion aud * 
dience to the Will of God. Some of the 
int words that Converting Grace put 


into the Lips of St. Paul, were, Lo RD, | 


what will thou have me to do? And now, 
from a furious, ſelf-opinionated Per /ecu- 
tor, he becomes a tractable, ſubmiſſive 
Learner, of the Truth as it is in Ixsus. 

O the Power of Divine Grace! to re- 
| _ all the Prejudices and Obſtinacy of 
Men 5 
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1 Jeing Born again. LY 
Mien; and to correct all that Stubborns. 5 4 4 
- eſs and Reluftancy of the Will, againſt 
the Laws, or the Providence, of” Gov, Av 
which a vain World, a ſinful Heart, anc 
a malignant Temper , urge Men to: 
While our Wills are deter mit d, by the 
common Behaviour, and Inclinations;” of 
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N yo, whom we live; or di- 1 ; 


rected, by 


our ſelves; or ſubje& to the wiles ang. 
Juggeſtiuns of the wicked one; there 


77. an? enmity to Gop, and to what he . 


cquires of us: But as ſoon as a Principle 


of Grace prevails in the Soul, it brings lM 
_ every Thought and Inclination into a 


2 Jecti on. 


e reigning. Corruption in I 1 


Hereby, we are brought greatly to re. 3 


vere the Will of Gov, in bis Mord. 
And the Commandment is ac- Ko oO 5 
Eknowledg'd to be Holy, Juſt 5 
and Good: Holy, in its Precepts z Juſt, in 
- its Threatnings; Good, in its Promiſes, 
and All, in its great End and Deſgn; moſt 
excellently contriv'd, and fit to be ſub- 
ſerib' d to, in every thing. e 
Grace teaches us, alſo, to bow to the = 
22 Hof Gow in his Providence. 'Tho? our 
own Projects are croſs'd, and thoſe 
Proſpects Which we thought we had be- 
fore us, may be cut off; yet we are 
auh to acquielce, | in. the ſovereign diſ- 
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he ee 105 
Is of our great Governor and . 


in every occurrence of our Lives. Our 
Schemes of Action are all ſubmitted to 


him; our Poſſeſſions and Enjoyments are 
all reſign'd into his hands; and our ex- 
pectations are made entirely dependent 
upon him, to life, or over. rule 


. them, as he ſees beſt. 
ot that there is, ſuch a GaljeRtion, in 
2 " the Will of a regenerate Man, as to 


make no. reſiſtance to the Commands or 
* Diſpoſals of Almighty Go D: For then 
there would never be any of thoſe /rug- 


gles or conflicts, which good Men conti- 
mually complain of, between Grace and 


Corruption: But there is ſuch a ſubje- 
Cition, in him that is Born again, That 


in his eſeem, he gives a preference to the 


will of Gop; and, in his endeavours, 
ſtrives to be more ard more conformed 


to it;--andyin Faf, this does at Jas prevail 
- againſt all the enſlaving Motions of an 


yd volition and inclination. | 
© Bolomon, in the Book of Proverbs, 


"Grqvently deſcribes an IIl Man, as one 


that has a per verſe and froward. heart; 
which cannot be Jed ind governed, by 


any Methods, or Directions, tho“ never ſo 
wiſe or good. He that is Born again, 
muſt therefore be delivered, in ſome 
e from this: diſorder ;: and, as to 
0 the 
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the general bent of his mind, muſt becone 
tractable and ſubmiſſive, ready to yield 
to every thing that would make him 
Wiſer and Better. e 
I ſhall only add here; that where this 
is ſought for, as an evidence of Regenera- 
tion, we are not to form a Judgment, 
either of our ſelves or others, from ſome .. 8 
particular indiſpoſitions of the SoulJ from 
its antoward Temper at ſome times, and 
under extraordinary Provocations; but, 
from the general, and moſt ſettled diſpoſiti- 
F. The Conſcience, of him that is Born 
again, is tender and faithful. Natural © 
Conſcience, is neither ſo ſoon alarm'd upon 
a miſcarriage, nor ſo eaſily convinced of 
a Fault, nor ſo much concern'd at what is 
amiſs, nor ſo hard to forgive and quiet 
it ſelf after an offence, as the renewed. _ 
_ Conſcience is: So that, in all theſe inſta * k 
ces, we may obſerve a very great differ M 
_ ence, between the Regenerate, and the 
Uarcgmnane.. TEENS 2 R 
Natural Conſcience is alarm'd, only 
when Men are guilty of open and ſcan- 
dalous Sins: The renewed Conſcience 
takes very great notice, even of leer, and 
„,, er gl 
WM ben natural Conſcience convicts of 
Sin, at does what it can to colour over and 
"1 G nne, 
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wer of 


excuſe it; and to make it appear, in the 


molt favourable manner, upon a repreſen- 
ration of it: The renewed Conſcience is 
careful to look upon every thing as it real- 


it; and to take in every Circumſtance of 
'a Tranſgreſſion, whether it make it ſeem 


greater, or leſs, than of it ſelf it might be. 
While the natural Conſcience needs 


. the utmoſt exciting and awak'ning, to 


make it ſenſible of the great Evil there 


is in Sin: The renewed Conſcience needs 

no Arguments, or Eloquence, to move it; 
but is preſently fill'd, with a very deep 
uncaſine/; and concern, at the thought of 
What has been amiſs. „ 3»; 


* 


Natural Conſcience is ſoon ſilenc d, or 
diverted, and made eaſie, by hiding, or 


forgetting the Sin that troubled it: But 


the renewed Conſcience, when under a 
ſenſe of Guilt, is like the Eye when it 


has got a More in it; reſtleſs, and rolling 


ĩt ſelf to and iro”, and watering till it has 


wept it out; never quiet till it has ſome 


hope of a renewed Pardon. | 


But this, however, is to be obſerv'd; 
that, even the renewed Conſcience is not, 


e in all Per ſous; nor, in 


4 
W 
1 5 4 
1 < 
& my 


xe ſame Perfon, at all Times. Thoſe, 
that are of bold and diſpaſſionate Tem- 
pers, are not impreſs'd to ſuch a degree, 


as thoſe that arc 7imorous and of quick 
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Paſfons. Nor does a good Man, When 


under deſertion, or in the ebbings of Grace, 


feel either fo ſoon, or ſo much, as at o- 
ther times, when he has offended. 


Nevertheleſs, where a Man is become 


a nem Creature, I think it may be diſ- 
covered, by the impreſſiveneſs of his Con- 


* 


ſcience, more or Jeſs, in all the foregoing MK} 


* 
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6. The Aﬀettions, of him that is Born 
again, are prevailingly Spiritual and Hea- 
veniy. I ſay prevailingly Spiritual, be- 
cauſe there are, in the Beſ of Men, very 
great mixtures of ſenſual, — 

fectious and Paſſions. And there is a very 
wide difference, among thoſe that may be 
accounted Good People in the exerciſe of 
eee... 1 : e 

Some have gained a generous Contempt 
of every thing in this World; and, with 


ardent defires, are continually preſſing for- 


ward, toward the amiable Manſions ofßf 


the Saints above: Whilſt others are care - 
ing, and contriving about the preſent 
Life; and making, what they think need- 
Jul proviſion, for future Vears. Some 


” " n 5 
n . 
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there are, who can freely and cheerfully. * 


devote their Subſtance, and their Time, co 
any Religious Service and Occaſion; 
Whilſt others are pe 


8 acting what 


whey call as car ive arid the! wary part; 3 
and are too apt to over-value their out- 
EF ward eaſe, and enjoyments. Some be- 
bhbave themſelves, as if they had no other 


| Objects of their Hatred and Aver fon, 
and Shame, and Auger, but Sin and Fol- 
5 DE whilſt others find a 7hou/and things,to 
E provoke theſe ſeveral Paſſions in them. 
Some there are whoſe Joys and Comforts, 
in the ways of Gop, do greatly abound : 
Others ſeem to be Perſons of /ad and ſor- 
fal Spirits. Some have a mighty Zeal 
For Religion, and the Intereſt o 9 
in the World; others are more calm 
and Heut, and contratted in their views 
of things. Some have ſcarce any fear 
of Calamities or Atflictions; barry are in 
perpetual Slavery and Bondage thro' the 
Fear - Death, or Poverty, or. ſome 
” approaching Evil. So that ve at al- 
* — to be made, 707 Nieren | 
EF Capacities, Conftirutions, and outward = 
© Circumſtances, when we look to the 
| "Change in our Afettions, as an Evidence 
"Hah of our being Boru again. 
But, where any Man is Werben a met 
: eee his Love, bis Hatred, his De- 
Aires, his Averfions, his Hopes, his Joys, 


1 Kis - Hogg, 6 his Zeal, his Fears, his Sor- 
= his Shame, [Aids Comforts, his 
BY Cares, maſt al. = exercis'd upon new | 


and 
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being Born again. uns 1 
and more deſerving Oßjedis, or in a new 
and better manner, than they generally 
are in a natural State. In this, eſpecially, 
we ought to obſerve the different ener- 
cife of them; That, whereas before they 
were haſty, irregular and impetuous, after. 
Renovation, they become more ſubjecr 
to Reſtraint and good Government. 1 
TLhhus far you have an account of the 3 
Adee Change, that is ee * Res = 

| ed An | | 2 
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1 7 Te are ſhe 3 of 0 | 
new Birth, in the outward Bebaviour, aud. 
Converſation, And now, by what is 

d and more obvious, we may gain 

a fuller and /arer knowledge, of what id OI 
4 -and- more liable to be miſtaken © 
The following things, ought therefore to 
de conſidered, with the foregoing ones, 

before we paſs a deciſive and determinate 
Judgment upon our ſelves, as to our be- 
ing in a Regenerate, or Unregenerate 
State. For certain it is, that if che 
Temper, Underſtanding, Mill, Conſcience - ® 
and Aections be renewed; both our : BM 
Words, and Actions, will be ſome way: 
affected werb; And 2 8 in wenn — * 

aces as e 
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"The Evidence * 
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__ Er. . that is Born again, is 2 
1 10 avoid, and to watch againſt, all Sin. 
K. Jobn tells us in a Text before quo- 
3 "red, He that is Born of GOD aoth not 
4 commit Sin- No, not of any kind ſo as 
to approve of it, and continue in it. A 
Regenerate Perſon hates and ſtrives a- 

gainſt Sin, as Sin. That is, as a thin 
contrary to the Law of Gon, and die 

| pleaſing to him; And therefore 'be ſtrives 
ga gainſt every Sin: Having the ſame Rea- 
1 * to ſhew a regard to the Commands 
and the Pleaſure of Almighty Gop, in 

| we inſtance, as in another. © 

Notwith ſtanding natural inclamrioe, 
. or any outward inviting Circumſtances z 
yer ſtill, the Language of a true Convert, 
to every ſolicitation that is Sinful, is 
like that of Fo/eph - How can I do this 
or the other wickedneſs, and . in e 
| Gop? Gen: xxxix. gf | 
E Again; Renewing Grace extends to e 
24 ſtriving againſt ſecret Sins, and ſuch as 
lie out of the view and obſervation of 
others, as well as againſt publick Crimes 
and Scandals: And he that makes Con- 
ſeience of theſe, fearing to offend or 
Sin againſt Gov, when be only is the 
witneſs of what is done, has an undoubt- 
ed evidence of true Grace. 5 
* N | . 
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being Boi n. 


Further ; regenerating Grace will teen; fr 
| A Man to watch againſt thoſe very Sins 
that ariſe from it ſelf. Such as, Spiritual! 
Pride, and Security: By this, we are di- 
rected to ſubdue all conceit of our ſelves, 
and contempt of others, which our Spi- 
ritual Attainments might prompt us to. 
And we are alſo inſtructed not to grow 
ſecure, as if our Work was done, and 
we were out of danger, as ſoon as we 
find a Change wrought in us. The 
more Grace prevails, the more ſenſible 
will it make us of our Bong unprofitable 
Servants. 
Nay, what is ſtill more; a Principle 
of Grace will make us watchful againſt 
the very occaſions, and opportunities of _ 
Sinning. This will put Iuſtances, and 
particular meanings, to that general Peti- 
tion, — Lead us not into Tempration. And 
it will teach us, to walk and ac circum- 
ſpectly; ſo as that our Lives, and our 
Prayers, may agree, and not contradict 
one another. A i i 


„ 70s H chat 4 is Born again, FITY a anfang 
regard to every Duty. A Principle of 
Divine Life will not ſuffer a Man to reſt 
in negative Goodneſs; but will put him 
upon ſhewing a due reſpect, to ever 
poſitive Command and Inſtitution of the 1 
Goſpel, _ G 4 I 


The new Birth 3 a Man into 
a moſt bufie Life: It ſhews him a great 
deal — to be done, which before 
. he was a ſtranger to. He that had his 
frequent returns of idle and unemploy'd 
'Z Hours, now ſees work enough for every 
1 . and moment of his Life. And he 
| grudges nothing fo. much, as the Time 
that is ſpent in repairing 'the Strength, 
and ſecuring the health and good Tem- 
© of the Body. 
e that has a thoto' "REA of Religion, 
ill devote ſome part of his Time, to the 
Service of his Gop; and ſome, to the 
r of his Mind; and ſome alſo, 
| to the ſervice of his Neighbour and his Re- 
4 Auntives Wbich, together with the mind- 
ing of his Worldly Affairs, muſt keep 
dim conſtantly Ne There are 
many Duties, both ſecret and /ocjal, with 
reference to Gop and Mar, of which 
we are inſenſible, till we are inſtructed 
in them, and urg'd to the performance 
of them, by the renewing influences of 
2 Divine SyirrT. This unfolds a vaſt 
Scheme of things, wrapt up in ſuch a 
Summary of Religion as that, — l hat 
doth the Logp require of thee, but to do 
Juftly, and to love Mercy, and to walk 
Humbly with thy Gop, Micah vi. 8. 1 
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er PITT . 
ny Birwagaih. _ 
- He that is Born again, looks, without 
exception or reſer ve, to the Duties of both 
Tables; and to, thoſe, of all Relations c _ 
Not contenting himſelf, in what is low _ 
and common; but endeayouring, by his- 
good works, /o to ſhine before 
men, as that they may be in» 
duc'd in like manner to glarifie bis Father | 
which is in Heaven, _ 

And then, he is careful. to hold: on in 
the way of his Duty, whatever Tryals 
and Oppoſitions he may meet with; 
excepting in ſuch Caſes, as diſable him, 

from attending to it. 
Thus, allowing for unavoidable Infir- 
mities, and Surprizes; ; which the beſt of 
Men are ſubject to; the genera] Beha=- 
vidur of him that is Renewed, will new 
that he is /o, 


Matth. v. 16. 10 | 


„ N * that is Aa again, ts particu- 
larly careful of his Wards. As they ave 
undoubtedly in a Bad State, who fay 


with thoſe in the Xiith Pſalm, with our. 


Tongue will we prevail, our Lips are 
our 9wn; who is Lord over us? So on 
the contrary, we are ſure of the Good 
State of all. them, that are concerned to 
govern theſe, and to order their _— 
aright: According to St. 
UT 3 if any: 8 offend 
Sx 


Ch. ili. 


2. 
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_ 3 word, the fame is a perfect Man, 
u able allo 0 bridle the whole Body. 
- Renewing Grace _ teach a Man to 
take heed that he ½n not 
b. *r n. With bis 7. ongue z ee 
to lay abſolute reſtraints upon himſelf, and 
"Jeep bis Mouth as with a Bridle, wh en 
be is in Company that might provoke 
him to offend: And even at times when 


She allows himſelf the greateſt Freedom 


and Liberty of Conver/ation, he is yet 
ſtrictly obſervant of the Rules of De- 


cency, Sobriety, and Religion. 


He is careful not to Blaſpheme, or 


trtille with, the Name of Gop; or to 


make a jeſt, of any thing that is Sacred. 
He will not talk lightly and unconcern- 
edly of any Immorality, or make a mock 
at Sin; He 1s careful not to injure his 
abſent Neighbour: Nor to provoke the 


Paſſions, and Reſentments, of him that's 


Preſent : His Converſation is guarded a- 
gainſt every thing that is iumodeſt, un- 
juſt, Hing, or 3 And, what- 
ever 8 come under the notion of that 
Fooliſh talking, and jefting 
edel . 4 which are not convenient, he 
1s ſtudious to avoid. 


Farther; theConverkation af a Grad 


1 Man is not only harmleſs and - inoffenſive, 
; * it is ſeriuus and religious too. Upon 


all 
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F all. proper occaſions, he loves to be, 
talking of the beſt things, and telling: 
what Gop has done for him: Come and 
| hear all ye that fear Go p, and Iwill 
declare, ſays the Pſalmiſt, 
what he hath done for my Soul. 
He loves to be converſing, with his Fel- 
low-T1 ravellers, of the Place they are go F 
ing to, and the way that lies before 
them: And, if at any time he forbears 
ſuch Diſcourſe when in good Company, 
tis either, becauſe he finds the Thoughts 
of thoſe he is with, turn'd another way 3 
or, becauſe he ſuſpects his own Ability z, 
or, becauſe he thinks ſome other Seaſon, 
may give greater force to what he would. 
ſuggeſt : But ſtill, in the frame and tem- 
25 oſ his Mind, he is always ſet toward 
eaven, and Heavenly things; and ' tis. 
as eaſie and familiar to him that is Born 
from above, to converſe of what is Spi- 
ritual, as for thoſe, that are Born only of 
the Fleſh, to talk of what they ſhall cat, 
. and drink, and put on, and of What o 
curs daily to their Senſes. 


Pfal. Ixvi. 16. N 


3 He that is Born again, will manage 
every common Action, and worldly Affairs, . 
ſo as to ſerve a religious End and Purpoſe. 
2 dard En will cure, that otherwiſe” 


le Evil, A worldly ſelfiſhneſs; and: 
3; 1 Infants; wil 


Intereft; and fo, to bring every Affair 
and Buſineſs in be World, into an en- 
tire ſubſerviency to our Hopes and Ex- 
pectations in the World to com. 
_ - He, that has been brought up to any 
Honeft Employment, is not required, upon 
his becoming a ew Creature, to quit his 
Calling; and retire, from his Station, into 
a Monaſtery, or a Deſart : Tis ſufficient 
that he acts upon rew Principles, and 
with new Ends and Deſigns, in his pur- 
- fait of ſuch an Employment. He is i- 
tigent in Buſineſs, not from a Covetous or 
Anbitious aim of enriching himſelf; but 
from a conſcientious regard to the Com- 
mand and Appointment of Gop; who 
has made it every Man's Duty to Labour, 
and to Employ himſelf one way or other, 
ſo as to be aſeful in the World. Nor is 
it fo much the fear of Want, that excites 
the induſtry of a good Man, as a dere to 
have /omething that may enable him to 
be Friendly and Charitable, to thoſe about 
Him; to have ſomething 70 give ro him 
that needeth, Ephel. iv. 28. „ 
He, that is poſſeſs'd of a large Eſtate, 
is not oblig'd to give it up when he be- 
A dom 
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comes a True Convert; but only to manage 
it ſo, as to render both his Subſtance, and 
his Intereſt, and his Time and his Abili- 
ties, as far as he can, ſerviceable to the 
promoting of Religion, and the welfare 
of others in the World: And where- ever 
a Principle of Divine Life, has been in- 
fus'd into the Soul, it will teach a Man 
to Conſecrate all he has, to ſuch pur- 
oſes. )))CCCCVVVTVFCTTlX 
y If a Man that is Renewed, gives up- 
himſelf to any acts of Friendſhip and 
Hoſpitality, entertaining others and con- 
verſimg with them, it is not to gratifie. 
a Brutiſh Senſuality; but ro ſhew a kind 
diſpoſition, to ſettle a good Acquaintance, 
by mutual Services to advance each o- 
ther's welfare, and to joyn their thoughts 
and endeavours upon every occaſion 
wherein they are equally concern'd. 
Once more; he that is inwardly and 
prevailingly Religious, will manage all 
| Reer and Exerciſes for the Health 
of his Body, and all his neceſſary Re- 
freſnments, ſo as to render him more fit 
for the Duties of his Station, and the 
Service of his GopD. In the ApoF#les 
Language, whether be eats or drinks, or 
whatever he does, he does all to the glory 
of Gop, 1 Cor. x. 32. n 
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134 Ke videy of 
Cary The aft 3 1 ſhall.n mention 
of a Perſon's being Born again, as it ap- 
pears in the Behaviour and outward 
Actions, is, an abounding in all proper in- 
flances of Love and Charity toward his 
Brother. St. John tells us 
expreſly, that be who loverb 
not his Brother, is not of Gop: And this 
is nd in a following Chapter, from its 
being the Commandment of Gop, to Love 
dur Brethren, as well: as to Love himſelf ; 
and no Man can have a due regard to the 
one, but he muſt alſo obſerve the o- 
ther. This Love, we are elſewhere told, 
muſt not be in Word or in Tongue only, 
but in Deed and in Truth. That is, our 
Actions mult. be ſuch as may truly con- 
tribute to the Aren and Benefit of 
our Brother. | 
That, which in a natural State is ; the 
Coup of Men's acting injuriouſiy toward 
their Neighbours, (I mean Self- Love; ) 
Renewing Grace will make the Rule and 
Moti ve of doing good to them: This will 
explain and enforce that Command, Thou 
. lobe thy Neighbour as thy ſelf. 
Self. Love we ſee, generally, provokes . 
Z Men to Strife and Contentions ; defa- 
= ming others, to raiſe their own Reputa- 
3 tion; 3 cetrauding others, to increaſe their 
6 own 
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thers;. ſo that it make for their own Ad- 
vantage: Whereas, if you look to one 


that is under the influence of Divine 


Grace, the Love that he has to himſelf, 
puts him upon all proper ways of ſhew- 
ing a Concern for the Peace, Good Name, 
and Proſperity of his Neighbour . And the 


more he finds in himſelf, a dofire of this 


or the other comfortable enjoyment, the 


more will he do, in ſuch reſpects, for the 


Help and Relief of other. 

As to that grand Branch of Charity 
Almſgiving, it is obſervable in the ac- 
count of Zaceheus's Conver ſion, that Sal- 


vation was no ſooner come to his Home, — 


but he preſently ſays, Behold, 
Lox Db, the half of my Goods 
I give io the Poor, &c. The Contributi- 
ons then, indeed, were extraordinary; and 
the Caſe of Sascha might make it eſ- 


Luke xix. * 


8 requiſite, that his ſhould: be % 


ut every Man that is brought into a 
State of Grace, will think it his Duty 


to conſecrate ſome proportion of what he 


has, to Pious and Charitable Uſes. For, 


| let Men pretend to what they will, you 
always find that their Expences follow 


their prevailing Affectious: What they 
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_ wr Gains j and, in almoſt every Caſt; 
regarding what Hurt is donè to o⸗- 
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7 are moſt ready to ſpend 80 
bas if a Man be ſavingly — 22 and 
1 in etre, 5 — Fs it 
will ap is __ BLESS 
as well 2 the other £ chens of his 
Has | 
And now, 1 thinks 1 —_—_ 
| needs to be added for the enabling us to 
judge of our ———_ ow we Ana 
11 on Wi ee HI . r1 12 


But I am ſenſible theſe deer of 
a Mans being in a good State, are like 
to meet with a very different Reception, 
from different Perſons. © 
Come, have found out ways to keep 
ae and to hope well as to 
their ſuture Condition, where their Lives 
and Tempers are quite contrary to what I 
have been deſcribing. Others, will only 
pick: out, here and there, an Evidence 
that belt pleaſes them; and whilſt they 
drop many things that are requiſite to 
their being thoroughly changed and re- 
newed, are yet preſumptuous enough, to 
rely upon ſome few inſtances which they 
may produce, in their own Spirits or 
Behaviour. A Tbird ſort of People there 
are, who imagine they ſhall never come 
up to ſuch a State as has been deſcribed; 
_ theretore cannot obtain any my" 
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ſalighiing: thoughts of their own undi 
tion. W hilft ſome few, may poſtibly. | 
diſcover in themſelves, all the marks =. | 
evidences of the ue Birth, that are 
here ſet before them. 2 
I ſhall therefore conclude the whole, 


in APPLYING 11 ſelf, a to act 1 | 
theſe. 


1. I wa cee tacks to Them r 
are at eaſe, and willing to think their State 
good, altho' their Tempers and their Lives 
are quite contrary to what I have been 

deſcribing. 1 heartily with ſuch Perſons 

would take time to conſider - what their 
ceaſe, and good opinion of themſelves, is 
owing to. If you keep your ſelves calie | 

by declining. and negh ting all ſerious 

Enquiries about your State, tis certainly _ 

bad; and the leg you are concerned about 

it and acquainted with it, the worſe it 
Lou may read the Doom of ſuch as 

ally no underſtanding, nor ſerious at- 

tention to things of this nature, in 

Tſaiah xxvii. 11. For it is a People of 


no underſtanding z therefore he that made "Y 


them, will noi have mercy on them, and 
be that formed them, will ſhew them no 
favour. And no Man in his wits. can 
think, that the Caſe of a condemned Ma- 
| Halen is $000, becauſe he does not attend 
iQ. 
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Evidences of 
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a Perſon, who is languiſhing under a mor- 


tal Diſtemper, is well, becauſe he will 


not be perſuaded that he is in a dangerous 
Condition. 1 18 e 


. _ I 


But then farther; tho* you may not 


have been altogether thoughtleſs, yet if 


you have conſidered Matters, only ſo far, 
as to take up ſome general notions of the 
Goodneſs and Mercy of Go p, that may 
ſerve to make you eaſie in your Sins, 


without engaging you to for/ake them, 
and repent of them; you will then fall 
under that dreadful Sentence in xxix. 


Deuteronomy, 19, 20. He who thus 
blefſeth himſelf in his beart, ſaying 1 ſhall 
bawe peace, tho ] walk in the imagination 


e mine Heart, to add drunkenneſs to thirſt, 
land ſo of any other Sin that is lived in; 


the LoxD will not ſpare him, but then 


the anger of the LorD and bis jealouſie 


Hall ſmoke againſt that man; being the 


more provoked by his preſuming on that 


Goodneſs which he deſpiſes; and all the 


; Curſes that are written in this Book, ball 
lie upon him, and the Lord ſhall blot out 


bis. Name, notwithſtanding all his Confi- 


dence, : from under Heaven. 
i And once more; if you have thought 
on ſuch Repreſentations of the Chriſtian's 
Happineſs, and the Chriſtian's Character 
F "© 


N > Hef? 


"ring E ig. 1 
as thoſe 2950 laid down, with aver fion+ 

and deteſtation, your Cafe is deplorable. 

indeed. I have heard of a profane Hretch 
that ſaid, / Heaven was fild with ſuch 
Company, as thoſe that are called Saints 
here on Earth, he would never defire to 
come there. But canſt thou, Man! ſo 
ceaſily give up the thoughts of Heaven? 
and be willing, inſtead of going thither, 
to lie down/in-devouring' Flames ? Think 
well, I beſeech thee ! before thou renoun· 
ceſt the Character, and the Company, of 
the Saints. If thy Soul, is not gathered 
with Theirs, it muſt be a Companion of 
Devils: There is no living any more, 
between Heaven and Hell, when once 
thou art gone out of this world : Thy. 
ſenſual Delights, will all be loſt for ever; 

and leave thee under the torment, of an 
inſatiable Thirſt after them: Thy finful 
Companions, will then encreaſe thy miſery; 
and thy own we e will inceflantly 
reproach thee for thy preſent Folly; 

Then, with fowry Eyes, and with an 
_ aking Heart, thou wilt look to the beau- 
teous Regions of Light and Love; where, 
thou mighteſt have had a Place; but 
from which, thou art now ere 
to an Eternal Baniſhment. O that thou 

would'ſt know, in this thy. day, tha fy 
mY * "oO to thy peace. ; 
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| The benden, of 


el. W would next ay * to ow, 
that are content in being able to find out 
(in themſelves) ſome. few of the foregoing 
Cvidencos, when at the ſame time, many 
things are yet wanting to their, being ſa- 
vingly rene wed. If there be juſt 14 
for your attending to Religion at all, 
the ſame reaſon there is for your making 
#hato' work in it: Becauſe, without this, 
our pretending to be Religious will avail 
us nothing. He tbat profeſſes to keep 
7 Lem, 0 or expects t be ſaved by the 
Jams n f. 10 : Goſpel, and ge- — of- 
IF Fendi, either by omifi ions ox 5 
commiſſions, in ane point, will be; cone 
| 8 certainly, as) if he: had been 
f "grilty of u. 4 2 le 1197 21111 CI. AN 
„Some Men are apt to bine end of 
_ themſelves for the ſake of their 7ward 
Piety; in which, they: apprehend they 
exceed many, that make a greater /pg7y 
pf Goodneſs: in their Converſation and 
ehaviour: Others judge of themſelves, 
by their oxreard Profeſſion; and take up 
à good opinion of themſelves, | becauſe 
bey have 4 name 70 live; ache; in ſe- 
eret, and in their Spirits, they are very 
much eſtranged from Gop and the exer- 
 Eiles of Religion: The of theſe, by 
pretending to have good Hearts, may de: 


*]1 4 ceive 


being Born again. rA 
_ ceive themſelves; and the latter, by ta- 
king care to preſerve a good Name, may 
deceive their Neighbours; but neither 
the one, nor the other, can deceive or 
impoſe upon an Omniſcient Gon. Re c 
muſt be trantformed, by the : 
renewing of our minds; and 
we mult be Holy, alſo, in all 1 þ BS. 
manner of Converſation if we would be 
acceptable in the ſight of G.. 
__- Farther; there are ſome Perſons that 
glory in the Church they are of, and in 
acts of Devotion toward Gop; as if they 
needed no more, to prove they are in a 
gvod fate: Whilſt others boalt of their 
being Jaft and Charitable, and obſerving 

1 ne Duty toward their Nezghbour; as 


Kom. xii. 2. 


this, alone, was ſufficient to fave them: 


| Whereas, if he that frequents the places 
of Divine Worſhip, lives in enmity and 
hatred to his Brother; or in Covetos 8 
"obich is Iuolatry; or in any other | 
gainſt the Precepts of the Second Table, 
CHRIST has expreſly diſowned ſuch: 

And, if he that is abounding in all expreſ- 
ons of Love 1 bis Neighbour, G86 yet 
veftrain Prayer before Go p; and negle& 
the giving him that Honour, which is du, 
auntu bis Name; he ſtands condutined as 
A ante ker of the dene and great Com- 
e mud ment, - 
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1 The Evidence of 
| Ak. 3 mandment, both of the Ol Ns 
oF _ 37: and New Teftament. ms. * 
In theſe, and ſuch like inſtances, Men 
oat; "ER us diſpenſe with the marks 
and evidences of true Grace, that we may 
ſuit their ſeveral Diſpoſitions, and Aitain- 
ments: But, however it may be the Inte- 
reſt of the Leaders of Parties to miſlead 
krheir Followers; and however it may 
ſuit the inclinations of ſome eaſie tem- 
'd Men, to oblige them that they 
have a reſpect for; yet neither will the 
Repreſentations of one, nor another, be 
of any ſignificancy, where they pervert 
or diſſembie the Scripture account of 
things: Then ſpall 1 not be aſhamed, ſays 
the P/almift, when I have reſpect unto 
All ty en, ; Pal. CRI 6. 
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3. Ie m ji proper to binn 4 fow 
pr hy to them that are - /avingly. re- 
-newed, but yet are uneaſie and perplex'd 
. about Their State and Condition, becauſe 

zhey cannot diſcover all the Hern mention d 
uidences in themſelves. = 
It is no unuſual thing. to meer with 
ſuch, as in theJudgment of thoſe that are 
ncguainte with them, may be eſteem d 
truly Religious; who yet labour under 
= ny doubts and diſcouragements in chick 

own * chat they cannot altern 
any 


* . 


es hiking Born again; 143 
any thing that ſhall give ſatisfaction 1b ⁶ 
themſelves. To ſuch, I would recomm 
mend the following Conſiderations: Which 
I beg they would take time, farther to 9 
enlarge upon, and to apply to their own 
Caſe and Circumſtances. 

Thoſe that have but /azely been ER | 
Feria impreſſions, muſt make great al- 
lowances for the weakne/s of Grace in 
its fir # Beginnings. Tho' they have not 
that clear and full Knowledge of Divine 
things which they deſire; nor that Go- 

verument of their Paſſions and Tempers; 
nor that raiſedneſs and ſpirituality of their 
Aßffections, which ſome have attained to; 
yet, ſo long as they are ſincerely endea- 
vouring to gain all this, and are attend- 
ing to the proper appointed means of their 
doing ſo, they have abundance of rea- 
ſon to hope well of themſelves. 

Again; thoſe that are under any dark- 
5 and diſorder, by the breaking out of 
ſome one Sin, that appears grievous and 
tormenting to them; muſt not expect to 
obtain, a thoro'” compoſedneſs of Mind, 
or any ſettled eaſe and peace of Conſci- 

| ence, till that is ſincerely repented of. A Þ 
(ſenſe of Guilt, in one Inſtance, will daſh 4 

all other Evidences, how great and conſi 
derable ſoever they may ſeem, in the Eyes 

* choſe that are e with uns. 
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= 244 The Evidencesof VM 
EF © PFartherg there may not be a ſuitable \F 
ſenſe of our dependence upon the Syrrrrr | W 
of Gop: And ſo, for a while, Perſons 
may be under confuſion and miſtakes; W 
bhbereby, to lead them to honour the Syr- 
RIT, as they honour the Farmer, and 
the Sox, in the great Work of their 
Converſion and Regeneration. By our 
firſt awful apprehenſions of Gop, and 
approachesto him, in our being Born again, 
We honourthe FarHER: By our earneſt 
Addreſſes to Jesus CHRIST, and feek- 
ing for the Favour and Acceptance of 
Gop in and thro' him, we honour the 
Som: But then we muſt be brought to 
2 direct application of our ſelves to the 
Horx Srinrr; that he may ſhew us 
bow far, this and the other Evidence of 
© - Grace, belongs to our ſelves; and may 
aſliſt us, in forming a right Judgment 
thereupon: And when we are once duly 
affected with a ſenſe of his doing this 
for us, we then honour' the SpirtT, as 
dur Santtiſier and Comforter. But I am 
per ſuaded, a great deal of the perplexity 
of good People, is owing, to their want 
of regular Thoughts in this Matter, 
Sometimes, Allowances muſt be made 
for Bodily Diflempers; and for preſſing 
Calamities in the World; and for a weak- 
- neſs of Under ſtanding, and natural Abili- 
„„ 5 | ties; 
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Ip "hilar FOR A if 
* " Ao And. for ſome evil Reports, Fr ik I 
1 of thoſe about us; Any of Which I 
may very much diſorder our /miginatis. Þ 
| ons, and obſcure every Evidence char _ 
1 4 ght afford comfort to ls. 3 
| ut, theſe things being duly obſerved $: 
N Evidences, as thoſe before laid 
down, ought. ſtill to be inſiſted on: And 
. we ſhould give all Ons to e 
this Point ſure. 


Tux Lin ſort of Perſons I wal l 
. Addreſs my ſelf to, are thoſe, that have 
" been able 10 diſcover, in r ** : 
marks. of their being Born again, e 35 
bs ſatisfied therewith. 5 

There is not a Privilege of which 1 5 
man Nature is capable, that can ſo much .: 
deſerye to be gloried in, as this, — that 
we are the Children of Gov. To be his 
Children by Adoption, is 1 have a right 
to his Kingdom; being Fa 1 
- and joint Heirs with ae een e 
Jesvs: And to be made Chil- et. . 1 
dren by Regeneration, is to be partakers 
of the Divine Nature. And ſhall we not 
think this, matter of Glory? 

Let us however take care, while w | 
iejoyce in our Privilege, that we do not 
forget dur Duty Let us be I | 
followers of GOD as dear 8 * 1 
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Gan chat behold us. 


A Senſe of © our beit . 
bold encoura 
he: Hatred an 


us to Pear up F. 
Contempt of the Word: 
ye werr of the- Moria, i {aps Sur SA- 


* the” perl wor Jobe its own; 
But now 7 have thoſen you out of the world; 


therefore. the world Zaren Joe John 
*. 19. | 

'Yea, this mould ft uppott us under all 
kae of Hfirttions.' If Tam Created a- 
new ein CarrisT Jesus, I. may certainly 


conclude, Gop will: not fur ſale this or 


5 8 0 bands. Thoſe that are born 


muſt expect Di/cipline and 
ion 105 Io 5 till they are got 


thro" this Spate of Education - But they 


_ the, Inheritance of the Saints in Light. 


"To add no more; This, {ſhould make | 
us think, continually, of that Stare Ad 


HY to which we are horn. And when 


we have thought the farthe, ſtill we 

muſt remember, that, whilſt we are here 
3y in our minority, we think as Children, 
: nd * our ſelves as ſuch ; but when 
we 


ibly hope that he who has Je- 
gun à good work in them, will perfeft it; 
and ſo bring them to their Father's Houſe, 
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bitants, our 5 
Senſe of things W I 

Now are * 
9 and it d I 
* But we know 
al appear we ſhall be liks- | 
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